
Categorical Exclusion Documentation 


A. Background 
BLM Office: Prineville Field Office 
NEPA Log#: DOl - BLM -OR- POGO.- 2013 - 0033- CX 

Proposed Action Title: Monitoring transducer installation on Crescent Creek 
Location: 68 miles SSW of Prineville and 3.5 miles north of Gilchrist, Oregon. (see attached 
maps 1 & 2). 

Description of the Proposed Action: Install a transducer with data logger to monitor water level 
in lower Crescent Creek. The location would be in a slough with emergent vegetation and some 
open water (see figure 1). This would require auguring a hole in the bottom of the slough 
approximately 2' deep using a 4" augur (see figure 2) then a 4' diameter, 6' long gray PVC pipe 
enclosing the data logger attached to a small transducer (see figure 3). The transducer would 
extend through a hole in the PVC and would dangle in the water near the stream bottom. The 
monitoring equipment and tools to install it would be carried in by hand. There would be no 
need to drive off road to the site or use motorized equipment at the site. The device would 
record water level fluctuations until fall 2015 at which time the PVC pipe, transducer and data. 
logger would be removed. This action would provide valuable data to be used in the 
development of a conservation strategy for the Oregon spotted frog (Rana pretiosa), a species 
proposed under the endangered species act as threatened. 

B. Land Use Plan Conformance 
Land Use Plan Name: Upper Deschutes Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
Date approved: Record of Decision (ROD) September 2005 

The proposed action is in conformance with the above plan, even though it is not specifically 
provided for, because it is clearly consistent with the following land use plan decisions, 
objectives, terms, or conditions: Objective W- 1: Co~serve federally listed species and the 
ecosystems on which they depend. Ensure that actions requiring authorization or approval by 
the BLM are consistent with the conservation needs of special status species and do not 
contribute to the need to designate additional special status species. (Upper Deschutes 
RMP/ROD, page 56) . 

C. Compliance with NEPA 
The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 2.3A(2) Appendix 1, June 21, 2005, 

1.6 Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying and 

mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities. 



This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 

circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The 

proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 

516 OM 2 apply. See attached CX Extraordinary Circumstances Documentation checklist. 

D. Signature ~ 


Authorizing official~ ~ Date : ?j~J/ S 

Molly M. Brown 
Field Manager, Deschutes Resource Area 

Contact Person 
For additional information concerning this review, contact: Rick Demmer, Wildlife Biologist, 
Prineville Field Office, 3050 NE 3rd Street, Prineville, OR 97754, telephone (541) 416-6738 
rdemmer@blm.gov. 

CX Extraordinary Circumstances Documentation 
The proposed categorical exclusion action will: YES NO 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. X 
Rationale: No actions in the proposed action pose safety risks to the public. Furthermore, the 
location of the transducer is in an area rarely visited by any member of the public. 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; nation'al natural landmarks; sole or principal 
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); 
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 
other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

X 

Rationale: The parcel of public land on which the action would occur is not located on and not 
have any impact on any unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, 
recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; 
sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); 
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other 
ecologically significant or critical areas. Wilderness qualities are not present on this 640 acre 
land parcel near a paved road. The actual footprint of the proposed action would be less than 
1.0 meter squared patch of land along the Crescent Creek stream bank. 

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved 
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)]. 

X 

Rationale: There are no controversial effects or unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses 
of the available resources. 

mailto:rdemmer@blm.gov


2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

X 

Rationale: There are no uncertain or potentially significant environmental effects of this action; 
and the action proposes no unique or unknown risks. 
2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle 
about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

X 

Rationale: This action would not establish a precedent for future actions or represent a decision 
in principle about future actions with the potential of significant environmental effects. 
2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

X 

Rationale: The action would not have a direct relationship to other actions with individually 
insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects. 
2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 

X 

Rationale: There are no properties eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places 
as determined by either the bureau or office on or near this parcel of public land. 
2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the 
List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species. 

X 

Rationale: The action would have no impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the 
List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical 
Habitat for these species. 
2.9 Violate a federal law, or a state, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed 
for the protection of the environment. 

X 

Rationale: This action would not violate a federal law, or a state, local, or tribal law or 
requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 
2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 
populations (Executive Order 12898}. 

X 

Rationale: This action would have no effects on low income or minority populations. 
2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of 
such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

X 

Rationale: This action would not limit access to and ceremonial use of any Indian sacred sites on 
Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical 
integrity of such sacred sites. 
2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious 
weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

X 

Rationale: There will be no ground disturbance beyond the driving of one PVC pipe into the soil; 
therefore the action would not make bare ground available for noxious weed invasion. There 
would be no use of heavy equipment or vehicles at the transducer installation site nor would 
there be excessive foot traffic to and from the site which might cause an inadvertent 



introduction of weeds to the site. Gear and clothing would be cleaned and/or checked for weed 
seeds or other invasive propagules. 



Map 1. Proposed Prineville District location for transducer installation. 

0 2 4 8 12 16
ilr:::i.:::il-llllii==:i.-.i Miles 

N 

Legend 

Bureau of Land Management i 



Map 2.Proposed Crescent Creek site of transducer installation. 



Figure 1. location in Creek of proposed transducer installation. 

Figure 2. The installation of same type of Figure 3. Illustration of transducer. 
transducer at a similar location. 




