
Categorical Exclusion Documentation 


A. Background 
BLM Office: Prineville Field Office 

NEPA Log#: DOl - BLM -OR- P060- 2013 -0019 -CX 
Project/Lease/Serial/Case File#: OR-49075, OR-55746, OR-57273, OR-57345 & OR-57346 

Proposed Action Title: High Desert Development to Pronghorn Holdings, LLC request for 

assignment of five Rights-of-Way and renewal of one Right-of-Way. 

Location: The Pronghorn Holdings Resort is located approximately seven miles northeast of 
Bend. 

Description of the Proposed Action: Assigning Rights-of-Way numbers OR-49075, OR-55746, 

OR-57273, OR-57346 and OR-OR-57345 from High Desert Development to Pronghorn Holdings 

LLC. This is a name change only. The BLM also proposes to renew OR-57273 for a 20 year term 

after assigning it to Pronghorn Holdings LLC. The total acreage for these Rows is approximately 

72.78 acres. There will be no new disturbance and no changes in any of the ROWs. 

OR-49075 is an existing access road right-of-way originally granted 2/25/1993, and then 

amended on 4/28/1999. The legal description for this access ROW is described as follows: 

Willamette Meridian, Oregon 


T. 16 S., R. 13 E., 


sec. 7, WYzNW'J4, NYzSYz, SE'J4; 


sec. 8, SYzSYz; 

sec. 9, SYzSYz; 


4.9 acres 


OR-55746 is the existing permanent primary access road right-of-way to the resort, granted 

3/25/2002. The legal description for this access ROW is described as follows: 

Willamette Meridian, Oregon 


T. 16 S., R. 13 E., 


sec. 21, EYz; 


sec. 27, WYzWYzSW'J4; 


sec. 28, EYzEYz; 


sec. 33, SE'J4SE'J4NE'J4NE'J4, EYzSE'J4NE'J4, EYzEYzSE'J4; 


sec. 34, EYzEYzNW'J4NW'J4; 




T. 17 S.J R. 13 E.J 
sec. 3, W"h.W"h.NWYt., W"h.NWYt.NWYt.SWYt.; 

31.49 acres 

OR-57273 is an existing secondary temporary road access for emergency vehicles. The BLM 
received an application to renew this ROW for 20 years on 3/23/20121 which will be processed 
simultaneously with the assignment. The legal description of this access ROW is described as 
follows: 

Willamette Meridian/ Oregon 

T.15 S.J R. 13 E., 

sec. 23, E"h.SEYt.; 


sec. 26, SEYt.NWYt.N EYt., SWYt.N EYt., E"h.SEYt.SWYt., W"h.SEYt.; 

sec. 35, W"h.; 


T.16 S., R. 13 E., 

sec. 3, lot 1, S"h.SWYt., NWYt.SEYt., NWYt.NWYt.SWYt.SEYt.; 


sec. 9, E"h.E"h.NEYt., S"h.SEYt.SEYt.; 

sec. 10, NWYt.NWYt.NWYt., W"h.SWYt.NWYt., SWYt.SWYt.; 


sec. 15, W"h.; 

sec. 22, W"h.; 

23.08 acres 


OR-57346 is a ROW for an existing 14-16 inch water pipeline. The legal description for this 
ROW is described as follows: 

T. 16 S., R. 13 E., 

sec. 21, E"h.; 


sec. 28, E"h.E"h., 

sec. 33, E"h.E"h., 


T. 17 S., R. 13. E., 

sec. 4, W"h.NWYt.; 
sec. 5, S"h.SEYt.; 

sec. 8, N"h.N"h.NEYt.; 
12.12 acres 

OR-57345 is for two existing sewage pipelines, (raw sewage pipeline is 8-10 inches in diameter, 
and treated effluent pipeline is 14-16 inches in diameter). The legal description for this ROW is 
described as follows: 

T. 16 S., R. 13 E., 

sec. 21, E"h.; 


sec. 28, E"h.E"h., 

sec. 33, E"h.E"h., 




T. 17 S., R. 13. E., 
sec. 4, WXNW~; 

sec. 5, SXSE~; 
sec. 8, NXNXNE~; 

12.12 acres 

B. Land Use Plan Conformance 

Land Use Plan Name: The Upper Deschutes Record of Decision (ROD) and Resource 
Management Plan (RMP), approved September 2005. 

The proposed action is in conformance with the above RMP: See Page 135 which provides, 
"Transportation and Utilities Objective TU-1: Provide new or modified rights-of-way for 
transportation/utility corridors and communication/energy sites to meet expected demands 
and minimize environmental impacts". In addition, Guideline 1 on such page states, "BLM 
administered lands will continue to be available for rights-of-way, including multiple use and 
single use utility/transportation corridors, following existing routes and roads". 

C. Compliance with NEPA 
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 6, Appendix 5, E. Realty (9) 
"Renewals and assignments of leases, permits or rights-of-way where no additional rights are 
conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations", dated 1/30/2008. 

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The 
proposed action has been reviewed; and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 
516 DM 6 apply. See attached CX Extraordinary Circumstances Documentation checklist. 

Besides this categorical exclusion document, EA OR-056-98-167 and Finding of no Significant 
Impact dated 9/22/1998, was also reviewed for this action. 

D. Signature 

I have considered this proposed action to assign these rights-of-way and renew the expired one 
and have found that this action has no significant affect either individually or cumulatively on 
the human environment. 

Authorizing official: kfj~~ 7/u/13
I 

Molly M. Brown, Date 
Field Manager, Deschutes Resource Area 
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Contact Person 
For additional information concerning this review, contact: Julie Freeman, Land Law Examiner, 
Prineville Field Office, 3050 NE 3rd Street, Prineville, OR 97754, telephone (541) 416-6701, or 
jkfreema@blm.gov. 

CX EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCUMENTATION 

The proposed categorical exclusion action will : YES NO 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. X 
Rationale: These existing access roads, sewage pipelines and water pipeline have had no 
significant impacts on public health or safety. 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal 
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); 
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 
other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

X 

Rationale: These roads and sewage and water pipelines are not within a park, recreation or 
refuge lands, wild or scenic river, national natural landmark, sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime farmland or wetlands. 

There are no Wilderness Areas or Wilderness Study Areas or lands with wilderness character 
within 40 or more miles of, or that would be affected by the proposed Project. The project 
does not include any actions for Wilderness Study Areas or for lands being managed for 
wilderness character. 

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved 
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2) 
(E)] . 

X 

Rationale: The proposed assignments and renewal of grant are for existing roads, water 
pipeline and sewage pipelines that have been in use by the public and the resort for several 
years. The proposed action would not have highly controversial effects or involve unresolved 
conflicts with available resources. 

2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

X 

Rationale: This proposed action would have no effects on the human environment that are 
considered to be highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. 

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle 
about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

X 

Rationale: This proposed action applies only to these ROWs and would not establish a 

mailto:jkfreema@blm.gov


precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with 
potentially significant environmental effects. 
2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but X 
cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

Rationale: There are no known significant activities in the Project area that have an impact on 

or that would be impacted by the Project. Accordingly, significant cumulative effects are not 

predicted to occur with respect to this proposal. It is a name change only. 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the X 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 
Rationale: This proposed action would not have significant impacts on properties listed, or 
eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the 
bureau or office. 
2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the X 
list of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species. 
Rationale: This proposed action would not have significant impacts on species listed, or 
proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant 
impacts on designated Critical habitat for these species. These are existing ROWs. 
2.9 Violate a federal law, or a state, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed X 
for the protection of the environment. 
Rationale: This proposed action would not violate any Federal law, or State, local or tribal law 
or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 
2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority X 
populations (Executive Order 12898). 
Rationale: This proposed action would not have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on 
low income or minority populations. 
2.11 limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by X 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of 
such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 
Rationale: This proposed action would not limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred 
sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the 
physical integrity of such sacred sites. 
2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious X 
weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 
Rationale: The proposed rights-of-way assignments are for existing roads that have been used 
by the public for several years. The main access road is paved and the secondary road is gravel. 
This project is only to change the name of the ROWs. Accordingly, the Project is not expected 
to contribute to the introduction, continued existence or spread of noxious weeks or non
native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the 
introduction, growth or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control 
Act and Executive Order 13112}. 




