
Prineville District 

Categorical Exclusion 
Review and Approval 

Name of Proposed Action: Long Prairie Allotment Transfer 

CE Number: DOI-BLM-OR-P060-20ll-0044-CX 

Project or Serial Number: Allotment #7597 

Location of Proposed Action: approximately 7 miles SE of La Pine, Oregon 

Proposed Action: West Coast Bank is currently in possession of the base property for the Long Prairie 
allotment and has applied for the permit to be transferred. There will be no changes to the current grazing 
management. This will be a ten year grazing permit beginning in 2011 and ending in 2021, for 241 AUMS from 
5/1 to 10/30. 

S&G Status: failed because oflivestock grazing. Reasons for failure are repeated grazing during the 
critical growing season every year and soils that are highly susceptible to disturbance. The following 
deferred grazing system was discussed and accepted by the team. 

Pastures: 3 
New Pasture 108 AUMs 
Long Pasture 84 AUMs 
Six Bit Pasture 48 AUMs 

Pasture 
Year One 5/1 6/1 7/1 8/1 9/1 10/1 
New 
Long Prairie 
Six Bit 

Year Two 
New 
Long Prairie 
Six Bit 

Year Three 
New 
Long Prairie 
Six Bit 

Plan Conformance: 

Land Use Plan Name: Upper Deschutes Record o.fDecision and Resource Management Plan (UD ROD 
and RMP), September 2005: 



• 	 Page 76, Objective LG-1: " .. .provide for continued livestock grazing ... " 

• 	 Page 77, General Uses, No.5: "Continue to allocate AUMs as shown in Brothers/La Pine RMP 
(USDI-BLM, 1989) and subsequent Rangeland Program Summaries." 

• 	 Page 79, Guidelines No. 12: "Grazing operators in good standing can continue to hold or 
transfer permits to other qualified applicants in all but those allotments in the "Close" category 
on the Grazing Matrix. " 

• 	 Page 248, Appendix G, Livestock Grazing Management Summary: "7597 Long Prairie 
Allotment, Grazing Matrix Class(fication indicates Reserve Forage Allotment if the permit is 
voluntarily relinquished, and/or Livestock grazing discontinued (fpermit is voluntarily 
relinquished. " The pennittee did not relinquish the pennit, therefore it can be trans felTed to other 
qualified applicants. 

Categorical Exclusion Reference: 

The following Bureau action(s) nonnally does not require the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): 516 Departmental Manual 11.9 D. (1): 

"Approval of transfers of grazing preference." 



Categorical Exclusion Documentation -list of Extraordinary Circumstances 

Extraordinary circumstances do not exist for the proposed action within the categorical exclusion. The 
list of extraordinary circumstances is provided for in 516 Department Manual 2, Appendix 2 
(5/2712004). The proposed categorical exclusion action will: 

CE EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES YES NO 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 
Rationale: Public health and safety is not impacted by this transfer; the proposed action is to 
transfer the grazing permit- details are above. 

x 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as 
historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic 
rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; 
wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 
migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 
Rationale: The proposed action does not have significant impacts on the items listed. The 
lands associated with the proposed action does not have park, refuge, national monuments, 
national natural landmarks, principal drinking water aquifers, prime farmlands, wetlands, 
and ecologically significant or critical areas. No wilderness values were identified in previous 
BLM wilderness inventories on the public lands proposed for continued livestock grazing and 
no wilderness values currently exist on these public lands. 

x 

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning 
alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)]. 
Rationale: The proposed action has no identified highly controversial environmental effects or 
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources. 

x 

2.4 Have highly unceliain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or 
unknown environmental risks. 
Rationale: No. This grazing allotment has existed for many years. In 2004 the Long Prairie 
allotment was evaluated for Standards and Guides- see grazing information above. The 
proposed action has no highly uncertain, potentially significant, unique or unknown risks. 

x 

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future 
actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 
Rationale: The proposed action is within the limits of acceptable environmental effects. The 
action does not set a precedent for future actions as grazing allotments are commonplace on 
public lands. 

x 

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant environmental effects. 
Rationale: Similar past actions, to the proposed action, did not result in significant direct, 
indirect or cumulative effects. 

x 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register 
of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 
Rationale: No, there are no known properties. 

x 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for 
these species. 
Rationale: The transfer of a grazing permit would not affect listed species. 

x 

2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 
Rationale: The proposed action conforms to the direction given for the management of public 

x 



lands in the Code of Federal Regulations, which complies with all applicable laws. 
2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations x 
(Executive Order 12898). 
No. The grazing permit would have no measureable effect on low income or minority 
populations. 
2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use ofIndian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian x 
religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites 
(Executive Order 13007). 
Rationale: There is no documentation of limited access of use of sacred Indian ceremonial sites 
regarding the proposed action. 
2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non- x 
native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, 
growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and 
Executive Order 13112). 
Rationale: The proposed action would not measurably change the rate of introduction, 
continued existence or spread of noxious weeks or invasive species. 



Summary of Findings: 

The proposed action would not create adverse environmental impacts or require the preparation of an 
EA or EIS under 516 DM 2, Appendix 1 or 516 DM 6, Appendix 5. The proposed action has been 
reviewed against the criteria for an exception to a categorical exclusion listed in 516 DM 2.3 A(3), 
or the additional criteria listed in Instruction Memorandum No. 99-178, the Lacey Act, as amended; 
the Federal Noxious Weed Act of 1974; the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended; EO 
13112 on Invasive Species; EO 12898 on Environmental Justice; Clean Water Act of 1987; Safe 
Drinking Water Act Amendments to the Clean Water Act of 1996; EO 12088 on federal compliance 
with pollution control standards, as amended; EO 12589 on Superfund compliance; and EO dated 
July 14, 1982 on intergovernmental review of federal programs. In addition, this CE complies with 
1M 2002-053 on the Preparation of Statement(s) of Adverse Energy Impact. 

Signature 

Based on a review of the proposal and field office staff recommendations, I approve of the project as 
proposed and mitigated: 

(~ .~ ~!S/11 
Molly Brown Dk I 
Field Manager, Deschutes Resource Area 
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