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Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act declared the policy 
of the United States to preserve certain 
outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, 
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other 
similar values for the benefit and enjoyment of 
present and future generations.



Wild and Scenic Rivers
Deschutes Basin

•Lower Deschutes River

•White River

•Metolius River

•Lower Crooked River

•Middle Deschutes River

•Lower Crooked-Chimney Rock

•North Fork Crooked River

•Whychus Creek

•Upper Deschutes River

•Crescent Creek

•Big Marsh Creek



Traditional/Historic Use of Water
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Why We Care

Sustainable Agriculture

Public Health and Safety

Native Fisheries

Tribal Trust Resources

Instream Flows

Watershed Health

Fish and WildlifeWild and Scenic Rivers

State Scenic 
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Water Rights

Water Allocation 
and Management

TES Species 
Reintroduction

Community and 
Economic 
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Recreational 
Waterways Water Quality

Navigable Rivers



Rivers….Wild…

Rivers…Scenic…

Rivers…Lifeblood







Wild and Scenic Rivers Plan Goals
1. Maintain economic viability of resource uses consistent 

with protection and enhancement of outstanding and 
significant resource values.

2. Protect and enhance instream and land-based biological, 
cultural, and physical resources.

3. Provide for appropriate recreational use and appropriate 
public access while maintaining the Wild and Scenic 
nature of the river.

4.  Foster cooperation among landowners, managing 
agencies and the public to manage and enhance the 
rivers outstandingly remarkable values. 



Deschutes Subbasin Plan

“The vision for the Deschutes Subbasin is to promote a 
healthy, productive watershed that sustains fish, wildlife, 
and plant communities as well as provides economic 
stability for future generations of people.  An inclusive 
consensus-based process will be used to create a plan for 
the achievement of sustainable management of water 
quality standards, instream flows, private water rights, fish 
and wildlife consistent with the customs and quality of life in 
the basin. The foundation of the Deschutes Subbasin Plan 
is the belief that the physical and cultural environments of 
the Deschutes Subbasin control the distribution, 
composition, and structure of fish and wildlife communities 
and populations in the watershed.”





Population Statistics for Central Oregon



Population Projections






