
U.S. Department of Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 


Medford District 

2010 Sample Tree Falling 


A. Background: 

BLM Office: 	Medford District 
3040 Biddle Road, Medford, Oregon, 97504 
Phone: 541-618-2200 

Categorical Exclusion Number: DOI-BLM-OR-MOOO-2010-0001-CE 

Proposed Action Title: 2010 Medford District Sample Tree Falling 

Location of Proposed Action: The general project area is the Medford District. Individual units occur in the 
following locations: 

Sale Name 
Legal Description 

(Township-Range-Section) 
Land Use 
Allocation Resource Area 

Tennessee Lime T. 38 S. R. 8 W. Section 35 

T. 39 S. R. 8 W. Sections 15 & 17 

Matrix Grants Pass 

East Fork Illinois T. 40 S. R. 8 W. Sections 23 & 24 Matrix Grants Pass 

Althouse Sucker T. 39 S. R. 7 W. Sections 9 

T. 40 S. R. 7 W. Sections 3, 4,8, 
10, 11, 12, & 18 

Matrix Grants Pass 

Wolf Pup T. 33 S. R. 7 W. Sections 9, 10, 11, 
13, 14, 15,24,25,26 & 35 

T. 33 S. R. 6 W. Section 31 

T. 34 S. R. 7 W. Section 1 

Matrix Glendale 

Minimule T. 32 S. R. 9 W. Sections 16, 17, 
19,20,21,25,26,28,29,30,33, 
35&36 

Matrix Glendale 

Kelsey Creek T. 33 S. R. 9 W. Section 12 

T. 33 S. R. 8 W. Section 8 

Matrix Glendale 

McGindy Thin T. 31 S. R. 4 W. Sections 22, 23 & 
27 

LSR Glendale 

Elk Valley Roadside T. 31 S. R.9 W. Sections 11, 13, 15, 
21,23,25,27 & 35 

T. 31 S. R.8 W. Sections 7, 17, 19, 
29" 31 & 33 

Matrix Glendale 

Speaking Coyote T. 33 S. R. 5 W. Sections 9, 10, 11, 
13, 14, 15, 17, 18,20,21,22,23, 
24, 25, 26, 27 & 30 

T. 33 S. R. 6 W. Section 1 

Matrix, LSR Glendale 

Cottonwood T. 38 S. R. 3 E. Sections 32 & 33 Matrix Ashland 



T. 39 S. R 3 E. Sections 5, 7, 9, 17, 
20,21,28,29,30,31 & 32 

Sampson Cove T. 39 S. R. 3 E. Sections 6, 7,17, 
18, 19,20,30 & 32 

T. 39 S. R.2 E. Sections 1,3,9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, & 15 

T. 38 S. R.3 E. Sections 19,29, 30, 
&31 

T. 38 S. R.2 E. Sections 3,9 & 16 

Matrix Ashland 

Rio Climax T. 36 S. R. 1 E. Sections 32 & 33 

T. 37 S. R.l E. Sections 3,5,9, 11, 
13,14,17,24,25,27,31,&35 

T. 37 S. R.2 E. Sections 5, 17, 19, 
29,31, & 32 

T. 38 S. R.l E. Sections 1, 11, 12, 
& 13 

T. 38 S. R.2 E. Sections 3,5,6, 7, 
8,9, & 17 

Matrix Ashland 

Sweeper T. 38 S. R. 4 W. Sections 20,27, 
28,29,30,31,32,33 & 34 

T. 39 S. R 4 W. Sections 4,5,8,9, 
17, 19,20 & 30 

T. 39 S. R. 5 W. Section 13 

T. 37 S. R 3 W. Sections 21,27 & 
33 

T. 38 S. R. 3 W. Sections 9, 10, 11, 
13, 14, 15, 16,22,25 & 26 

T. 38 S. R 1 W. Section 30 

T. 38 S. R.2 W. Sections 19,21, 
23,25,29,30, 31,32, & 35 

T. 39 S. R 2 W. Sections 2, 3, 6, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 14, & 15 

Matrix Ashland 

FallBack T.40 S. R. 4 E. Sections 25 & 35 

T. 41 S. R4 E. Sections 1,2 & 10 

Matrix Ashland 

Skeleton Mountain T. 32 S. R. 3 W. Section 34, 

T. 33 S. R 3 W. Sections 
3,4,5,7,8,9,11,17,20& 21 

Matrix 

Deferred Watershed 

Butte Falls 

Twin Ranch T. 34 S. R. 3 E. Sections 27, 33, 34, 

&35 

T. 35 S. R 3 E. Sections 1,2, 
3,11,12, 17, & 19 

Matrix Butte Falls 

For unit configuration, see attached maps. 

Description of Proposed Action: The Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposes to fell, 
buck, and scale sample trees ("sample tree falling") to ensure the accuracy of timber cruises for sales limited to 
Fiscal Year 2010. Sample tree falling is necessary to determine wood quality and level ofdefect so the BLM 
can more accurately predict proposed timber sale volume. Sample trees would only be felled within proposed 



sale units in the locations detailed above. Current unit configurations are illustrated on the attached maps. Only 
trees proposed for timber sale harvest would be felled; these trees would be randomly selected and would be 
bucked to standard, merchantable lengths for direct measurement ofvolume and evaluation of condition and 
value. 

Sample tree falling 

1. 	shall be limited to an average ofno more than one tree per acre or less; 


a) Trees would be from all diameter ranges and conifer species 


b) Trees would reflect the percentages of each conifer species on the landscape. 


c) Only trees within timber sale units would be selected for sample felling 


2. shall be limited to gas-powered chainsaws or hand tools; 

3. shall not include any road or trail construction; 

4. 	shall not include any off road driving to felling sites; and 

5. shall not include the use of ground-based equipment or other manner of timber yarding. 

Sample tree falling would be one ofthe last activities completed during timber sale preparation. Sample tree 
falling would occur as part ofthe timber cruising process, prior to issuance of the sale decision, but after 
completion ofplanning and environmental analysis by an interdisciplinary team, all site inventories (e.g., 
wildlife, botany, and cultural resources), and sale layout and preparation. If consultation is required for timber 
sales, sample tree falling would be included as a component of timber sales in that consultation. In the event a 
unit or sale is not logged (for example, sale of the timber is unsuccessful), any felled trees would remain on-site; 
otherwise, felled sample trees would be yarded during the harvest operations ofthe timber sale. 

Design Features of the Proposed Action 

• 	 When operating within riparian management areas, trees would be directionally felled away from the 
stream channel. No trees would be felled in no-cut Riparian reserve areas established within the 
Environmental Assessment. 

• 	 If any BLM Special Status Species are found during project implementation that were not discovered 
during predisturbance surveys, felling that may affect that site would be suspended until further review 
by BLM specialists is completed and any necessary mitigation is applied. 

• 	 No sample tree felling would occur within any buffered sites of listed or sensitive plants. 

• 	 No chainsaw work within 0.25 miles ofknown raptor nest trees from March 1 to July 15. 

• 	 If any cultural resources are found during project implementation that were not discovered during 
predisturbance surveys, felling that may affect the newly discovered site would be suspended and 
appropriate measures would be implemented before felling would be resumed. 

• 	 Falling of sample trees within 0.25 miles ofunsurveyed suitable habitat for marbled murrelets and lor 
spotted owls would require incorporation of all applicable design standards and I or terms and conditions 
of the applicable biological assessment. For actions with in Zone 1 and Zone 2 of marbled murrelet 
habitat, habitat altering activities (including disturbance) within 100 yards ofunsurveyed suitable habitat 
or potential habitat and implemented between April 1 and September 15 shall not begin until two hours 
after sunrise and shall end two hours before sunset. 



B. Plan Conformance Review: 

The actions proposed and analyzed in this CE were developed to be consistent with the management objectives 
for public lands identified in the following documents: 

1. 	 Medford District Resource Management Plan and Record of Decision (RMP) (1995) 

2. 	 Medford District Integrated Weed Management Plan (1998) 

3. 	 Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan Amendment for Management of Port-Orford-Cedar in 
Southwest Oregon, Coos Bay, Medford, and Roseburg Districts (2004) 

4. 	 Record of Decision to Remove the Survey and Manage Mitigation Measure Standards and Guidelines in 
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Plans within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (July 
2007) 

The proposed action is in conformance with the direction given for the management of public lands in the 
Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937, Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976, Endangered Species Act of 1973, Clean Water Act of 1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as 
amended 1986 and 1996), Clean Air Act of 1990, and Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable land use plan (LUP) because it is specifically 
provided for in the management objective in the Medford District Resource Management Plan that directs the 
BLM to "provide a sustainable supply of timber and other forest products" (USDI 1995, p. 72). 

C. Compliance with NEPA: 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, C. Forestry, (6) - Felling, bucking, and scaling sample 
trees to ensure accuracy of timber cruises. 

Before any action described in the list of categorical exclusions may be used, the "extraordinary 
circumstances," included in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 43 CFR 46.205(c), must be reviewed for 
applicability. After review, the BLM determined no extraordinary circumstances exist that would cause the 
proposed action to have a significant environmental effect. 

Reviewer: ~a, ~MI W Date: 1/-IS ~ 2.(JO r 



D. Categor.ical Exclusions - Extraordinary Circumstances Documentation: 

The Code of Federal Regulations at 43 CFR 46.205(c) requires the review of the following "extraordinary 
circumstances" to detennine if an otherwise categorically excluded action would require additional analysis and 
environmental documentation. 

The proposed categorical exclusion action wiD: YES NO 
x 

Rationale: All proposed activities follow established rules concerning health and safety. 

J~.;R~M~i$igriinG~fii11pa:cts",;OIl;:'S11Qlt,~ttfral,resource~.~an4:u.¢q~~: g~qgr3pm¢:·,~li~a.¢teristics, as .X 
;h!~~~(9t:';~tilMal+~S()1lil"¢~s,;·Patk, re~teation, ,otrefu.gp"l&1d.~;;::wjI@.~~s~~·a1~~;·:~Wild ,'or .scenic 
~v,e~$:;:"~i~911~JJ!.l~tjltat.lMdm~~1. ;$ql~. qr.~rincipal.:.dmillOpg:'j¥ater·:~q~ifers;"pii.m¢·f~and$; 
'\VetIaft~~;j~ee\itive;;(}:rd.~r)JQ9,Q);·.tIQo.4pl~m.s'(Execl1tfveOJttier t1988);iiatio;nal;monllln~nts;, 
:mi:gr.ato~ b~as;l~and,;(tthijr~colog;.¢allY' 's.ignitic~t Qr"¢riticttl ~~as. 
Rationale: Sample tree falling will occur only within proposed timber sale units. These units, by design, are 
located outside parks, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural 
landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands. Trees to be felled are only 
within the ~roposed timber sale units. 
:.(kl[3~¢'hl.ghlY:·¢Pilttoyersia.Le~vn-0nmenta1·effect~or inv91veppr~$.oly~d.con£1ic:ts concerning X 
··alt~~j¥e;~1J,$~~;(;)f.::a¥@.il~ble·.r.eso:urces::~PA·Sebtioh:.l02(4)(EJJ·. 
Rationale: Falling an average ofno more than 1 individual tree per acre is not considered highly controversial 
nor are there unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources. 

·d., Ji~'Ve highly'uncertain .:an:dpotelltlallysignificant ,enviroDDle:qta1. ¢ff~cts<ot'irtvolve·'um.que or X 
unknQ~;~~~QPl1lenta1tis:ks.. . 
Rationale: Past experiences with sample tree falling has shown no highly uncertain, potentially significant, 
unique or unknown risks. 
·.eJ3$.b,Ush ,a,pr~ced.~ntfor futu1;e,actiQn orrepresent a decisio~ in·pljnciple.::abolJt ·fq~e..action.s . X 
wi'th-;pofeIitia11y ·signific8l1~el+virQlllI1entaleffects. 
Rationale: Sample tree falling has taken place throughout the State ofOregon and the Medford District and 
there is no evidence that this Jype ofproject will establish a precedent or decision for future action. 
£ lfave adirect-telat1Qnsh1p},t<lother:actions with'indlvid.U.a11ymslgnmbantbllt:ctijnulanvelyX 

,;~tgt;d:ncant~;etivfronmerithl :effects. . ' 
Rationale: Falling, bucking, and scaling of individual trees has been conducted in the past and this activity had 
no significant direct, indirect, or cumulative effect. 
·g·;,:aa,.ye;'$jgpfti.¢'~timpactsori ptopertie~rlisted, or eligible for'1i$tmg;: on .th~:Natiortal Registerof" X 
,W$t9riQ ~1~Q.~$:'~:det~rnUijed :by'eitberthe bureau·or office. . . . 
Rationale: Cultural resource surveys have been completed and no sample tree felling will occur within known 
cultural or historic sites. A design feature for this project will protect any cultural sites discovered during project 
implementation. 
~h.H~ye:'$ignificaritimpacts.~nspecies"list~d, or prop9~ed to,be.;,iisted, 6iLthe.List .. ofEndang~red or X 
~¢ate,Ji~~;fSpecles,Qr~Haye:sigriificalitimpacts on -designated 'CJj~qal :EIap.j~l,f6tth.ese,species 
Rationale: Implementation of the Project Design Features will prevent impacts to species listed or proposed for 
listing. 
i>Vidlate:a:·F~4.era1Jaw,or ~ s~te; local, or tribal law or tequ1tement ·iinppseq for 'theprotectio.n pi X 
.th~··¢JiVitonnient . 



Rationale: The proposed action is in conformance with the direction given for the management of public lands 
in the Medford District by applicable laws such as the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937 (O&C Act), 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, Clean 
Water Act of 1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as anlended 1986 and 1996), Clean Air Act, and 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. 
j. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations 
(Executive Order 2898). 

X 

Rationale: The falling of individual trees wi ll not disproportionately affect low income or minority populations. 

k. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious 
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive 
Order 13007). 

X 

Rationale: The project archaeologist completed cultural surveys for the project area. No Indian sacred sites were 
identified during the survey. 
1. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native 
invasive species known to occur in the area or actions iliat may promote the introduction, growth, 
or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive 
Order 13112). 

X 

Rationale: The proposed action would not result in measurable changes to the current baseline ofthe risk, or 
actual introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species in or from 
the project area. Existing and likely continuing activities including, but not limited to, motor vehicle traffic, 
recreation use, rural and urban development, road construction, timber harvest, and natural processes can 
contribute to the introduction, existence, and spread of noxious weeds and invasive species. Vehicles accessing 
the project area would stay on existing roads, reducing the potential of picking up and dispersing noxious weeds 
or seed. The proposed action does not introduce any vector for spread or introduction beyond such vectors 
already found. 

E. Special Consideration: 

During ilie design of this Proposed Action, I gave special consideration to ilie potential for significant impacts 
to threatened and endangered or Bureau sensitive species of fish , wildlife, and plants; cultural resources; 
noxious weeds; and soil and hydrologic resources. Where appropriate, the BLM has completed surveys for 
iliese resources and buffer areas have been established where deemed necessary. The design features included in 
Section A of this Categorical Exclusion Documentation will further protect tllese resources from ilie potential 
for significant impacts resulting from implementation ofthe Proposed Action. 

F. Signature of Authorizing Official: 

~~~C\~M ' \WTilllOYB. Roettwsaat30«- Medford District Manager 



G. Contact Person: 

For additional information concerning this Categorical Exclusion review, contact Jim McConnell 
at 541-618-2402. 

H. Administrative Remedy: 

The forest management decision to be made on the action described in this categorical exclusion is subject to 
protest under 43 CFR subpart 5003. Under 43 CFR 5003.2 subsection (c), for all decisions relating to forest 
management except advertised timber sales, the notice and decision document shall contain a concise statement 
of the circumstances requiring the action. Under 43 CFR 5003.3 subsection (a), protests ofa forest management 
decision, including advertised timber sales, may be made within 15 days of the publication ofa notice of 
decision or notice of sale in a newspaper ofgeneral circulation. Under 43 CFR 5003.3 (b), protests must be filed 
with the Medford District Manager at the Medford District Office, 3040 Biddle Road, Medford, Oregon 97504, 
and shall contain a written statement of reasons for protesting the decision. The regulations do not authorize the 
BLM to accept protests in any form other than a signed, paper document that is delivered to the physical address 
of the BLM office within the 15-day period. Therefore, e-mail, verbal, or facsimile protests will not be 
accepted. A decision on this protest would be subject to appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, although, 
under 43 CFR 5003.1 subsection (a), filing a notice ofappeal under 43 CFR part 4 does not automatically 
suspend the effect of a decision governing or relating to forest management under 43 CFR 5003.2 or 5003.3. 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


MEDFORD DISTRICT 


DECISION RECORD 

Based upon the attached Categorical Exclusion (CX), DOI-BLM-OR-MOOO-2010-0001-CX, I have determined 
that the proposed action, sample tree falling, involves no significant impacts to the human environment and 
requires no further environmental analysis. 

It is my decision to implement sample tree falling on timber sales limited to the 2010 fiscal year. Sample tree 
falling will help ensure accuracy of these timber cruises. The proposed action has been reviewed and appropriate 
Project Design Features will be incorporated into the proposal. The proposed action is categorically excluded from 
further NEPA documentation under the National Environmental Policy Act, in accordance with 516 DM 11.9 
(C)(6). 

My decision to fall, buck, and scale sample trees is based on the need for the best available information in 
sustainably managing public resources and to ensure full market value to the public for the timber sold in 
current and future timber sales. Collecting such data is a longstanding part of the BLM's inventory, monitoring, 
and quality assurance programs. It is a separate action from any proposed harvesting projects. I base this 
determination on the limits described in the proposed action and the project design features which provide 
substantial protections for a wide array of sensitive resource values. As described in the CX, OR-MOOO-2010
0001,2010 Sample Tree Falling will be implemented in proposed sale units. These sales have only been 
proposed; no decision has been issued. 

Notice of this forest management decision will be posted on Medford District website, at: 
http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/index .php. The forest management decision to be made on the 
action described in this categorical exclusion is subject to protest under 43 CFR subpart 5003. Under 43 CFR 
5003.2 subsection (c), "a notice of decision will be published in local newspapers(s)". Under CFR 5003.2 
subsection (a) protests may be filed with the authorized officer within 15 days of the publication date of the 
notice ... " Under 43 CFR 5003.3 (b), "protest filed with the authorized officer shall contain a written statement 
of reasons for protesting the decision". Protests must be received by close of business (4:30 pm PST), 
December 15, 2009. 

Authorizing Official: ~-- Date: II It!?
I 
/2001 

l 

Timothy B. Reuwsaat 
Medford District Manager 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/index.php







































