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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DOCUMENTATION / DECISION RECORD 

Emergency Mule Creek Bridge Replacement and Trail Realignment 

NEPA No.: DOI-BLM-OR-M000-2010-0032-CX 

A. Proposed Action 
This is an emergency action to provide access for Rogue River Trail hikers across Mule Creek, 
and for users of the Marial Lodge, a private lodge on US Forest Service lands.  The existing 
bridge, which provided vehicular and hiker access was determined to be unsafe and closed on 
June 25, 2010. 

The BLM is proposing to reroute the trail and install a temporary bridge spanning Mule Creek on 
the Rogue River National Recreation Trail. The trail construction would take place as near as 
possible to the old trail bed surface.  The bridge structure and temporary trail would remain in 
place until replacement of the Mule Creek Bridge is completed.  The 40 mile Rogue River 
National Scenic Trail follows the north bank of the Rogue National Wild and Scenic River, 
which was designated for protection of its Outstandingly Remarkable Values: natural scenic 
qualities, fish, and recreation. 

B. Location/Land Use Allocation:  
The project is on BLM lands located within the wild section of the Rogue National Wild and 
Scenic River corridor at T. 33 S., R. 10 W., Section 9, NE Quarter. 

C. Need / Rationale for the Proposed Action: 
The current Mule Creek Bridge was evaluated, deemed unsafe, and was closed on June 25, 2010.  
The bridge serves the popular Rogue River trail and users of the Marial Lodge.  Without a viable 
and safe alternative to cross Mule Creek the public will be tempted to utilize the unsafe bridge.   

The purpose of this project is to provide a viable, attractive, and safe alternative to crossing Mule 
Creek, in a manner compatible with the scenic and recreational values of the Rogue National 
Wild and Scenic River. 
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D. 	Description of the Proposed Action: 
A portion of the Rogue River Trail would be temporarily rerouted to bypass the Mule Creek 
Bridge to serve the needs of Rogue River Trail hikers and users of the Marial Lodge.  Signage 
would be installed to keep the public notified of the Mule Creek Bridge closure and rerouting of 
the Rogue River Trail. 

The new trail would be 2 to 3 feet wide and brush would be pruned back to a distance of 
approximately 5 feet wide by 8 feet tall, centered on the trail.  On steep slopes, partial bench 
construction techniques would be used where necessary; backslope material would be dug out to 
create an outslope tread of at least 5 percent, but not exceeding 15 percent.  This will allow 
surface water to flow across the trail and not down the tread, minimizing erosion, and making it 
easier to recontour when decommissioned.   

The temporary pedestrian bridge (approximately 4 feet wide) is expected to be predominantly 
wood construction with the potential for steel bracing, railings, or structural stringers.  It would 
be covered with planking to provide a safe, stable crossing surface.  Sills would be placed on the 
stream bank as a foundation, and rocks for the structure may be manually moved to further 
stabilize and level the base. Alternately, minimal concrete may be poured to stabilize the 
structure. Cables may be used to tether the structure to solid trees or bedrock for further 
stabilization.  The materials for the structure will be trucked in and assembly will occur on site. 

Materials used would be compatible, to the extent possible, with the existing scenic landscape to 
preserve the scenic values of the river corridor.  

Trail and temporary bridge construction would be completed with hand tools (e.g., shovels, pry 
bars, pulaskis, chainsaws). If necessary, bridge construction may utilize heavy equipment (e.g., 
backhoe, small tractor). 

E. Project Design Features 
1.	 No “treated” wood materials will be used. 
2.	 Trail construction will be considered temporary, and designed for effective recontouring. 
3.	 Bridge assembly techniques will allow for breakdown and transport out of the river 

corridor when no longer in use. 
4.	 Trail grade may exceed 10 percent but not more than 20 percent over a short distance. 

F. 	Plan Conformance 
The proposed action is in conformance with the following plans:  
	 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for 

Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents 
Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (Northwest Forest Plan FSEIS 1994 and ROD 
1994) 

 Final-Medford District Proposed Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement and Record of Decision (EIS 1994 and RMP/ROD 1995) 

 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement: Management of Port-Orford-Cedar in 
Southwest Oregon (FSEIS 2004 and ROD 2004) 

	 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision and Standards 
and Guidelines for Amendment to the Survey & Manage, Protection Buffer, and other 
Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines (FSEIS 2000 and ROD 2001)  
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• 	 Medford District Integrated Weed Management Plan Environmental Assessment (1998) and 
tiered to the Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program (EIS 1985) 

The following documents are specific to management of the Rogue National Wild and Scenic 
River: 

• 	 Rogue National Wild and Scenic River Area Prohibited Acts (Fed. Reg. Vol. 46, No. 107, 
1981; Fed. Reg. Vol. 57, No. 110, 1992) 

• 	 Rogue River Comprehensive River Management Plan (Fed. Reg. Vol. 37, No. 131, 1972) 
• 	 Wild and Scenic River Act (1968) 

F. Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
The Proposed Action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under Department 43 CFR 46.210(t), 
"Routine and continuing government business, including such things as ... maintenance, 
renovations, and replacement activities having limited context and intensity (e.g. , limited size 
and magnitude or short-term effects}." 

Title 43, Section 46.205(c) of the Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR) requires the review of this 
action to determine if any of the "extraordinary circumstances" found at 43 CFR 46.215 would 
apply. If any of the extraordinary circumstances apply, then an otherwise categorically excluded 
action would require additional analysis and environmental documentation. 

The proposed action has been reviewed to determine if extraordinary circumstances exist that 
would require further environmental analysis and documentation. None have been identified 
(see attached review). 

Preparer and NEP A Reviewer / Date 
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G. Decision 

I have reviewed this CE, plan conformance and NEP A compliance review and have determined 
the proposed project is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further 
environmental analysis is required. It is my decision to implement the project as described. 

Abbie Jossie Date 
Field Manager 

----------.-.Grants Pas Res·· 

Glendale Resource Area 
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NEPA COMPLIANCE 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW
 

Emergency Mule Creek Bridge Replacement and Trail Realignment 

NEPA No.: DOI-BLM-OR-M000-2010-0032-CX 

Department of the Interior NEPA Regulations at 43 CFR 46.205(c) requires the review of the 
following “extraordinary circumstances” (found at 43 CFR 46.215) to determine if an otherwise 
categorically excluded action would require additional analysis and environmental 
documentation.   

1)  Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks: This project will significantly improve safety. 

2) Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics 
as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or 
scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime 
farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national 
monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:  This project lies just outside the Rogue National Wild and 
Scenic River Corridor.  Materials used in this project will be compatible with maintaining the 
Outstandingly Remarkable Values, particularly the scenic values, for which the river was 
designated. 

3) Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning 
alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)]. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks: 

4)   Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or 
unknown environmental risks. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

5)   Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future 
actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

6)   Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant environmental effects. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

7) Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register 
of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.  

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:     
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8)   Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat 
for these species. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

9)   Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

10)   Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations 
(Executive Order 12898). 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

11) Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian 
religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites 
(Executive Order 13007). 

( )Yes ( X )No     Remarks:   

12) Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-
native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, 
growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and 
Executive Order 13112). 

( )Yes ( X )No Remarks: 

Emergency Mule Creek Bridge Replacement Page 6 of 6 
DOI-BLM-OR-M000-2010-0032-CX 




