
 

 

  

  

    

   

 

  

   

   

 
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

  

Dear interested citizen, 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Ashland Resource Area, welcomes your comments on the 

proposal to issue a Grazing Lease Renewal for the Lower Big Applegate Allotment.  This proposed lease 

renewal would allow the current lessee of the allotment to renew their grazing lease on the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) lands, within this allotment, for 10 years.  

The Lower Big Applegate Allotment is located southwest of the city of Jacksonville within the Upper 

Applegate and Little Applegate River Watersheds.  T. 39 S., R. 3 W., in sections 10, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, and 36; T. 39 S., R. 2 W., in sections 19, 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33; T. 40 S., R. 

3 W., in sections 1 and 12; T. 40 S., R. 2 W., in sections 4, 5 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 

Background 

Livestock grazing is a component of the Medford District’s multiple-use program.  It contributes to the 

social and economic well being of the lessees, who rely on public range resources for subsistence.  The 

1995 Medford District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (RMP) provide Management 

Objectives and Direction for Grazing on the Medford District.  Livestock grazing will be managed in 

accordance with the Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management 

for Public Lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management in the states of Oregon and 

Washington.  Grazing is to be maintained at levels listed in Appendix B of the RMP unless adjustments 



 

 

  

 

 

            

   

   

    

     

    

 

 

 

   

    

    

   

 

     

  

  

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

   

   

  

    

 

  

   

are needed to make progress towards meeting the Standards and Guidelines for Rangeland Health for 

Oregon and Washington.  

A Rangeland Health Assessment was completed for the Lower Big Applegate Allotment in December of 2011 and 

is available on BLM’s Website: <http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/inventas.php>. The 

BLM draft determination indicates that three of the five standards, Upland Watershed Function, 

Ecological Processes, and Native, T & E, and Locally Important Species were being met. The Standards 

for Riparian/Wetland Watershed Function and Water Quality were not being met but current livestock 

grazing management practices are not significant factors. 

Proposal 

The Medford District Office of the Bureau of Land Management is proposing to renew the existing 

grazing lease on the Lower Big Applegate Allotment, located on the Ashland Resource Area, for a term 

of ten years. The BLM is exploring a range of alternatives for managing cattle grazing on the Lower Big 

Applegate Allotment.  The following is a brief summary of the preliminary range of alternatives: 

1.	 No Action – continuation of the lease at the current authorization level. This alternative would 

authorize a total of 258 AUMs, with 78 cattle from April 16 to June 15 and 41 cattle from April 

16 to June 30. The Beaver Silver Coordinated Resource Management Plan is a Term and 

Condition of the Lease. One AUM is the amount of forage needed to feed one cow/calf pair for 

one month.  

2.	 An alternative that would substantially reduce the AUMs and modify the season of use. This 

alternative would reduce the permitted AUMs from the current 258 to 50, reflecting the average 

actual use that has occurred over the past ten years.  The season of use would be from May 1 to 

June 30.  Use would be allocated to the Texter Gulch pasture in T. 40S R. 3W Sections 1, 2, 11, 

and 12, T. 40S R. 2W Sections 6 and 7. 

3.	 No grazing for a ten year period.  This alternative would defer grazing on the Lower Big
 
Applegate Allotment, resting the allotment for a period of ten years.
 

Why Is This Grazing Lease Renewal Proposed? 

The BLM issues grazing leases for a term not-to-exceed 10 years.  The expiration date for this lease was 

February of 2006.  Under existing law (Public Law 108-108, Section 325), grazing leases that expired 

during fiscal year 2004-2008, prior to the completion of the lease renewal process, were temporarily 

renewed with existing terms and conditions.  There is now a need to conduct the required environmental 

analysis for renewal of this lease. 

How Can You Participate? 

We are in the scoping phase of the environmental analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act. 

We are seeking comments you may have concerning the implementation of the proposed action. The 

range of alternatives described above has not been finalized.  We are seeking comments you may have 

concerning the implementation of the lease renewal. 

Comments that clearly articulate site specific issues or concerns are the most useful. While the BLM 

recognizes there is a range of values that people place on various resource uses of public lands, opinions 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/inventas.php


 

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

  

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

     

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

         

     

   

     

    

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

agreeing with or disagreeing with current laws and policies are not very helpful in refining the proposed 

action.  

Please note that all written submissions from private individuals in response to this notice, including your 

name, address, telephone number, email address, or other personal identifying information may be made 

available for public inspection and disclosure, including posting on the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) external website, unless you specifically request confidentiality.  If you wish to withhold your 

personal identifying information, (e.g., name, address, telephone number, email address) from public 

review or disclosure, including posting on the BLM external website, you must state this at the beginning 

of your written comment and provide justification for doing so.  We will honor such requests to the extent 

allowed by law, but you should be aware that release of that information may be required under certain 

circumstances. All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying 

themselves as representatives or officials of organization or businesses will be made available for public 

inspection and disclosure, including posting on the BLM external website, in their entirety. 

Although you will be provided with an additional opportunity to make further comments upon completion 

of the environmental assessment, we are contacting you now so that your input can be considered early in 

the planning process. 

Please submit your comments by February 6, 2012.  Your comments should be emailed to: 

Medford_Mail@blm.gov or mailed to: 

Attn: Dulcey Schuster
 
Lower Big Applegate Grazing Lease Renewal
 
Bureau of Land Management
 
3040 Biddle Road
 
Medford, OR  97504
 

Who Should You Contact for Information on This Project? 

Steve Slavik is the project lead for the Lower Big Applegate Grazing Lease Renewal. Please feel free to 

contact him for clarification concerning technical aspects of grazing lease renewals (541) 618-2471. 

Please contact Dulcey Schuster if you have questions concerning the planning process, such as project 

timelines, how to comment on this proposal, or to request a copy of the Enviornmental Assessment once 

it becomes available (541) 618-2307. 

Sincerely, 

/s/: John Gerritsma 

John Gerritsma 

Field Manager 

Ashland Resource Area 

mailto:Medford_Mail@blm.gov

