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Introduction 

Overview of the Reader’s Guide and Unit Summary 
Dear Reader, 

Thank you for your interest in public lands and welcome to the Jumping Bean IVM Project Reader’s Guide. 
This guide is meant to assist you in understanding the project and the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
which describes the what, where and why of the work we are proposing to do. 

The BLM goes through a series of complex processes to determine appropriate treatments on public lands. 
The EA describes the analysis and the specific land treatments appropriate for individual project sites. 

Inside this guide you will find descriptions of the analytical processes and maps of the lands that the analysis 
has eliminated from consideration.  At the center of the guide is a map of final treatment units followed by 
a series of descriptions of project types covered by the EA.  Where it is possible, we have provided direct 
links to the relevant sections of the EA.  On the back page is a Driving Tour Map inviting you to visit sites 
of previous BLM treatments.  Downloadable maps and directions to specific areas (link) will provide more 
information on appropriate access routes. 

We hope that this document helps you understand the project and the Environmental Assessment that 
developed it. 

Please contact our office if you have any questions.  As always, your input is an important part of the 
management of your public lands. 

Allen Bollschweiler 
Field Manager, Grants Pass Resource Area 

Jumping Bean 
Ecological Forestry 
Project 
What is an Ecological Forestry 
Project? 
The Jumping Bean Ecological Forestry Project is 
an assigned Western Oregon Ecological Forestry 
Project, as announced by Secretary of Interior, 
Ken Salazar.  This project applies the Medford 
District RMP and the ecological forestry work 
of Oregon and Washington professors Dr. Norm 
Johnson and Dr. Jerry Franklin.  This effort includes 
consideration of Late Successional Emphasis Areas 
(LSEAs), which are an important component of 
Franklin and Johnson’s “Dry Forest Restoration 
Principles”. LSEAs retain denser forest patches 
needed to provide important habitat for many 
organisms, such as the Northern Spotted Owl 
(NSO) and some of its prey species.  However, 
LSEAs are not reserves and do not remove lands 
from timber production in the Medford District 
RMP (Matrix).  For this project, LSEAs were 
developed as a planning tool to identify high 
value habitat areas in the BLM portion of the 
Planning Area as part of a landscape level planning. 
Treatment objectives within LSEAs include reducing 
the risk of wildfire loss of this high value habitat and 
identifying thinning treatments within LSEAs that 
would maintain or promote the development of late 
successional conditions. 

Treatment goals for the overall project are to restore 
forest resiliency, characteristic species composition, 
and structural heterogeneity of dry forest ecosystems 
which is characteristic of late-successional forests, 
and the natural mosaic composition of southern 
Oregon forests where fire is a natural process of the 
landscape.  Trees older than 150 years including 
legacy trees, oaks, and hardwoods would be 
retained. 

Agencies Involved in the 
Consultation Process: 

•	 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

•	 State Historical Preservation Office 

•	 Local federally-recognized
       Native American tribes 

•	 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration*

 * Consultation for Jumping Bean not required 
      since no effect on coho or critical habitat and  
      no adverse effect to Essential Fish Habitat.  

Understanding the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

Forest Management Acres 
Hazardous Fuel Reduction 1,201 
Density Management* 637 
Variable Density Thin* 488 

Total acres 2,326 

Number of units 84 

Road Work Miles 
•	 Temporary Route Construction 1.2 
•	 Temporary Route Re-Construction 0.27 
•	 Existing Route Re-Construction 0.1 
•	 Maintenance and Haul 79.4 

Summary of Jumping Bean Ecological Forestry Activities 

Visual Representation of Proposed Forest 
Management Activties 

*Commercial component 

Public Comment 
opportunity

         Public Comment
              opportunity
      (we are here with the
     Jumping Bean project) 
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Jumping Bean Project Area Unit Selection Process Resource Screening 
Completed for this 
Project : 
Ownership 
Types of BLM 
    - Area of Critical Evironmental
       Concern (ACEC)
    - Research Natural Area (RNA)
    - Late Successional Reserve, etc 
Stand Age
    - Plantations
    - Over 180 years 
Existing Road Access 
Remaining unit size 
Spotted Owl Cores 
Spotted Owl Recovery Action-32 
Nest Patches 
Eagles 
Red Tree Voles 
Great Gray Owl buffers 
Rare Plants 
Noxious Weeds 
Riparian Reserves 
Sensitive Soils 
Deferred Watersheds 
Deferred Monitoring 
     Watersheds 
Cultural Resources 
Visual Resource Management 
     Class II and III 
Designated recreation sites 
Critical Habitat 
TPCC withdrawn land 

List of Reviewers : 
Environmental coordinator 
Fire and Fuels Specialist 
Hydrologist 
Botanist 
Fisheries Biologist 
Wildlife Biologist 
Forester (silviculture) 
Forester (harvest systems) 
Engineer (roads) 
Archaeologist 
Recreation Planner 

Step 1 - Delineate 
Project Area 

Step 2 - Identify BLM-Managed lands 
(20,526 ac) 

Step 3 - Identify Riparian, Soils, Flora 
and Fauna Limitations 

Step 4 - Identify Age, Transportaion, 
Recent Activity 

Step 5 - Identify Final Units & Prescriptions 
Resulting from the Screening Process 

Final Proposed Jumping Bean Units 
as Compared with 

Total Project Area Acres 
After all filters, 
Potential treatment 
areas = 2,326 ac 

*Blue & Orange = BLM-managed 

**White = Private / Non-BLM 

**White = Private, Non-BLM or Dropped BLM acres 

Entire project area 
56,109 ac 

*Darker hillshade = All land in project area 

Private lands**
 removed within 
project area 

*Darker hillshade = BLM-managed 

Land Available* 
after Biotic 
and Physical 
Geographic 
Features 
Screen 

**White = Private, Non-BLM or Dropped BLM acres 
*Darker hillshade = BLM-managed 

Areas ready for entry 
based on access, 
forest health, 
age, etc. 

*Darker hillshade = BLM-managed 
**White = Private, Non-BLM or Dropped BLM acres 
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Summary of Proposed Projects 

Hazardous Fuel Reduction (HFR) (EA pg. 28) 
• Creates discontinuous fuel concentrations. 
• Reduces ladder fuels that pose a risk of wildfire entering stand canopy. 
• Trees to be cut < 8 inches in diameter. Understory portions to remain for wildlife habitat. 
• Treatments include slashing, hand-piling, pile-burning, chipping, lop and scatter, biomass

                 removal, and/or underburning.  

          Examples of HFR treatments are shown in these photos. 

Density Management (DM)  (EA pgs. 28-29) 
• Consists of overstory reduction to meet multiple objectives - reducing

                   fuels, improving vigor, maintaining spotted owl habitat, and restoring 
                   prominence of pine, oaks, and large hardwoods, 

• Targets overcrowded stands with small diameter trees with clumps of
    larger trees. 

Variable Density Management  (EA pgs. 29-30) 
• Thinning treatments restore resiliency, structure,
    and composition to dry forest landscapes. 

o Reduce ladder fuels and risk of older tree loss
   from wildfire and competition while favoring
   retention of more fire and drought tolerant tree
   species (ponderosa pine, sugar pine, incense cedar). 

• Restores characteristic species composition and structural
                  heterogeneity. 

• For non-uniform distribution of late-successional forest
    structural elements, provide retention patches (skips at
    ±15% of the stand) and create openings (gaps ±15% of the 

                   stand, ¼-1 ac in size). 
o Trees > 150 years of age to be retained. 
o Removes mostly small and medium sized trees, but
    can remove some larger young trees. 

Adapted from Rolf Gersonde, Silviculturist, 
Watershed Services Division, Seattle Public Utilities. 

Figure 2.  Variable Density Thin: Desired Conditions 

Handpiles 

Pile-burning Underburning Lop-and-scatter 

This unit was underburned in 2009 

Chipping 

Chipping 

Douglas-fir cone 
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Summary of Proposed 
Projects, con’t. 

Road Work (EA pgs. 35-36) 
Temporary Routes 

• Construct new routes where no previous routes
        exist to allow operators temporary access to 
        harvest units. 
• Decommission routes after use. 

Existing Route Re-construction 

• Restore existing road bed to its original
         or modified condition. 
• Block and stabilize (not fully decommission)

         roads on private lands. 

Road Maintenance 

• Maintain existing roads to keep roads at their original design standard. 

Noxious Weeds (EA pgs. 134) 
Several noxious weeds sites were pulled upon 
discovery in the Jumping Bean Project Area.  In an 
effort to continue to contain and/or reduce noxious 
weeds on federal land, the BLM plans on treating sites 
along roads within the project area.  Future treatment 
would involve both manual (handpulling) and 
herbicide treatments (analyzed under a separate EA). 

BLM does not utilize aerial application of herbicides 
        west of the Cascades to combat noxious weeds.  

Application of herbicides in this project area would occur 
using a backpack sprayer (not broadcast sprayer) which

        provides for plant-specific coverage.  

What are Late Successional 
Emphasis Areas (LSEAs) ? 

Typical BLM road 

Meadow knapweed 

As a part of this Western Oregon Ecological Forestry Project, 
Late Successional Emphasis Areas (LSEA) were developed 
as a planning tool at the landscape scale to identify locations 
that 1) currently provide high quality mature and late-
successional habitat, 2) are located in landscape positions 
that are less prone to disturbance, and 3) are capable of 
supporting high quality habitat through time.  The maps to 
the left illustrate the information used in unison to select 
good locations for LSEAs, as shown in the map below.  The 
best locations for LSEAs would ideally contain high values 
for each variable (listed with the maps to the left), but no 
single variable trumps another and all must be weighed in 
the landscape context.  

Once LSEAs have been identified, management activities are 
planned around the LSEAs in order to: 1) place treatments 
(timber harvest) in locations that would have little impact 
to NSOs, 2) design strategic treatments (timber harvest and 
fuel hazard reduction) that provide an element of protection 
to the LSEAs by reducing fire hazard near LSEAs. 

NWFP Suitability Model 

Relative Habitat Suitability 

This model was developed as part of the 
2011 Revised NSO Recovery Plan and 
predicts locations on the landscape that have 
high potential for high quality NSO habitat. 
“Cool” colors indicate high suitability; 
“warm” colors indicate lower suitability. 

LSEA Designation 

Identifies and categorizes existing 
habitat; darker the green, the better 
the habitat for Northern Spotted Owls 
(NSOs). 

Fire Probability 

Modeled probability of  fire intensity and 
frequency; “cool” colors indicate lower fire 
frequency / intensity and “warm” colors 
indicate higher fire frequency / intensity. 

Locations identified for planning purposes as LSEAs. 
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Forest Management Tour in the Jumping Bean Area 
(Live URL with unit descriptions Coming Soon !) 

Medford District Bureau of Land Management  • Grants Pass Resource Area
 2164 NE Spalding Ave  • Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-471-6500 

Stop #1: 
2005 Northwest Forest Plan 
North General Forest Management Area 
(NGFMA) Regeneration Harvest 

Stop #2: 
2005 Northwest Forest Plan 
(NGFMA) Over-story Removal 

Stop #3 
2005 Commercial Thin 

Stop #4 
2007 Hazardous Fuels Reduction 

Stop #5 
2005 South General Forest Management 
Area (SGFMA) Commercial Thin 

Stop #6 
2005 South General Forest Management 
Area (SGFMA) Commercial Thin 

Stop #7 
2005 Pre-commercial thin (cutting of 
non-merchantable conifers and brush/ 
hardwoods) 

Stop #8 
2011 Site maintenance (cutting of brush/ 
hardwoods with no conifer spacing) 

Stop #9 
2006 Pre-commercial thin 
2007 Hand pile and hand pile burn 

Stop #10 
1972 Pre-Northwest Forest Plan
 Late Successional Reserve (LSR) select cut

      Northern portion 
of the Jumping 
Bean project area 
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