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INTRODUCTION 

This document describes my decision, and reasons for my decision, regarding the selection of a course of 
action to be implemented for the Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Cmmection and Bypass Project. The 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Grub Gulch Connection and 
Armstrong Gulch Bypass Project documented the environmental analysis conducted to estimate the site
specific effects on the human environment that may result from the implementation of the proposed 
action. The Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Grub Gulch Connection and Annstrong Gulch Bypass Project EA 
was sent to interested parties and made available for public review on District Website on April4, 2013. 
The fifteen day comment period ended on April 19, 2013. There were three comments received all of 
which supported the project. 

BACKGROUND 

The Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Connection and Bypass Project Environmental Assessment documented 
the analysis of the BLM's proposal within the Sterling Creek drainage of Little Applegate River 
Watershed. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Ashland Resource Area, proposes to implement 
the Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Grub Gulch Connection and Annstrong Gulch Bypass Project, designed to 
implement specific Management Objectives consistent with the 1995 Medford District Resource 
Management Plan (RMP). The Project involves constructing approximately 1.9 miles of trail for non
motorized use in the lower portion of the Grub Gulch drainage and the middle portion of the Annstrong 
Gulch drainage. 
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The proposed construction of one mile of trail will connect the end of the Sterling Mine Ditch Trail 
(SMDT) through BLM land to an existing BLM road (#39-2-3. 1) in Grub Gulch and will help to 
minimize conflicts with private landowners, to ensure public access into perpetuity. This would enhance 
non-motorized trai l opportunities for hikers, runners, equestrians, and bicyclists by providing longer loop 
trail opportunities, as well as creating an additional trailhead access point for the SMDT. In Armstrong 
Gulch, the SMDT crosses through private land for somewhat less than a mile. The proposed 0.9 mile of 
new trail in the Armstrong Gulch area would create a connection from the SMDT on the south side of 
Armstrong Gulch to the SMDT on the north side of Armstrong Gulch that would be entirely on BLM 
lands. The Public Land Survey System description for the Sterling Mine Ditch Connector and Bypass 
Project Area is: T. 39 S., R. 2 W., NE ~of section 4; and T. 39 S., R. 2 W., east Y2 of section 17; 
Willamette Meridian, Jackson County, Oregon. 

THE DECISION 

As the Responsible Official, it is my decis ion to implement the actions proposed and analyzed under 
Alternative 2, and all associated project design features, as described in the EA, and described below. 

My decis ion authorizes the following actions: 

)> 	 Grub Gulch Connection: One mile of new trail would be constructed to connect the north 
tenninus of the SMDT to the west end of the Grub Gulch B spur road (39-2-3.1 ). The new trail 
segment would provide loop opportunities for non-motorized trail users and direct trail users 
away from private property in section 4, T.39S., R.2W. (Map 2A) 

)> 	 Armstrong Bypass: Approximately 0.9 mile of new trail would create a connection from the 
SMDT south of Armstrong Gulch to the SMDT north ofAnnstrong Gulch, crossing Armstrong 
Gulch Road (BLM rd. #39-2- 17) and providing trail users with a public land alternative to the 
private property in section 16, T.39 S., R.2 W. (Map 2B) 

)> 	 Trail construction activities will be implemented by BLM employees and volunteers or 

contractors associated with the Siskiyou Uplands Trails Association (SUTA). 


)> 	 Trail construction would occur during periods that will minimize disturbance to the soils and 
plants. (May 15 to Oct. l 5). 

)> 	 The grade of the trai l should be less than 8 percent and rolling, if possible, and tread should be 
outsloped. This will promote good drainage and minimize trail maintenance. 

)> 	 Tread construction would be primarily done using hand tools. Where accessible a trail machine 
would be used. Season of use of machine wi ll avoid critical seasons for sensitive wildlife species, 
if any, near construction area. 

)> 	 No trees over 12 inches diameter at breast height will be cut during trail construction and all trees 
would be directionally felled to avoid objects of cultural significance. 
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)> An archaeologist will be present during trail construction or will approve exact routes for soil 
disturbance, and will provide guidance to mitigate impacts to any cultural resources discovered. 
If, during project implementation, the contractor/workers encounter or become aware of any 
objects or sites of cultural value on federal lands, such as historical or pre-historical ruins, graves, 
grave markers, or artifacts, the contractor/workers shall immediately suspend all operations in the 
vicinity of the cultural value and notify the Contracting Officer's Representative (COR). The 
project may be redesigned to protect the cultural resource values present, or evaluation and 
mitigation procedures would be implemented based on recommendations from the resource area 
archaeologist and concurrence by the Ashland Field Manager and State Historic Preservation 
Office. 

)> Vehicle and equipment use on existing roads in the project area would be limited to the dry 
season. (May 15 to Oct. 15) 

)> All Project tools and equipment (e.g. shoes, shovels, rakes, pulaskis, trail machine, etc.) would be 
washed and cleaned of soil and vegetative material before entering the project area. 

)> Seeding of native grasses and/or an approved seed mix on highly disturbed soil (trail cuts and 
fills, project staging areas) would occur. 

)> Any raptor nests located before or during trail construction would be protected. No work would 
occur within 200 feet of such a nest until the young have left the nest area. 
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Map 2A. 
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Alternate 2. Proposed Action. +Grub Gulch Connection 
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Map 2B. 

Alternate 2. Proposed Action. +Armstrong Gulch Reroute 
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DECISION RATIONALE 

My decision to authorize the proposed action is in compliance with the Medford District Record of 
Decision and Resource Management Plan, dated Apri l, 1995 and the Northwest Forest Plan, dated April, 
1994 (EA p. 4). This action meets the purpose and need, identified in the EA, to provide an interpretive 
trail in close proximity to Medford, Oregon that is accessible to a wide variety of trai l users. The No 
Action alternative was not selected because it did not meet the identified purpose and need. In the 
preparation of the EA, impacts of the proposed action were analyzed for the fo llowing resources: 
Recreation and Environmental Education; Special Status Plants, Noxious Weeds, Non-native Plants; 
Hydrology (Surface Flows); Soil; Cultural Resources; Wildlife; Aquatic Habitat; and Environmental 
Justice. Discussion of those impacts can be found in the EA, available at the Medford District Office, 
3040 Biddle Road, Medford, Oregon or on the BLM web page at 
http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/medford/plans/index.php. I signed a Finding ofNo Significant Impact 
(FONSD, which determined the proposed action in Alternative 2 would not significantly effect the human 
environment and an Environmental Impact Statement would not be necessary. The FONSI is a lso 
avai lable on the Medford District Website. 

MONITORING 

Implementation monitoring will be accomplished by BLM specialists on sight during the trail 
construction. Project Design Features included in the project description are carried forward design 
specifications. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

A scoping letter briefly describing the Proposed Action and inviting comments was mai led to adjacent 
landowners, interested individuals, organizations, and other agencies on February 4, 201 3. An invitation 
to consult was sent to the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde and Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
Indians on February 20, 2013. Five written comments were received during the scoping period and all 
comments were in support of the project. Corru11ent letters received were reviewed by the 
interdisciplinary team of specialists and by the Responsible Official, the Ashland Resource Area Field 
Manager. 

PLAN CONFORMANCE 

This project has been reviewed and found to be in conformance with and tiered to the 1995 Medford 
District Record ofDecision and Resource Management Plan (RMP). The 1995 RMP incorporated the 
Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning 
Documents Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl and the Standards and Guidelines for 
Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range 
of the Northern Spotted Owl (USDA and USDI 1994). 
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The Sterling Mine Ditch Trail Connection and Bypass Project contains Project Design Features that apply 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) in Appendix D of the 1995 RMP (as modified by IM-OR-201\1-074). 
As designed, this project complies with Management Direction, Objectives, and Best Management 
Practices of the 1995 Medford District RMP. 

On December 17, 2009, the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington issued an order in 
Conservation Northwest, et al. v. Sherman, eta/. , No. 08-1 067-JCC (W.O. Wash.), granting Plaintiffs' 
motion for partial summary judgment and finding NEPA violations in the Final Supplemental to the 2004 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to Remove or ModifY the Survey and Manage Mitigation 
Measure Standards and Guidelines (USDA and USDI, June 2007). In response, parties entered into 
settlement negotiations in April 2010 and the Court filed approval of the resulting Settlement Agreement 
on July 6, 2011. Projects that are within the range of the northern spotted owl are subject to the survey 
and management standards and guidelines in the 2001 ROD, as modified by the 2011 Settlement 
Agreement. This Project is consistent with the 2001 Record ofDecision and Standards and Guidelines 
for Amendments to the Survey and Manage, Protection Btif.fer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards 
and Guidelines (2001 ROD), as modified by the 2011 Settlement Agreement. 

This decision is also in confonnance with the direction given for the management of public lands in the 
Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937 (O&C Act), Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, the Clean Water Act of 1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 
(as amended 1986 and 199"6), Clean Air Act, and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES 

Administrative remedies are available to persons who believe they will be adversely affected by this 
decision. Administrative recourse is available in accordance with BLM regulations and must follow the 
procedures and requirements described in 43 CFR 5003. 

In accordance with the BLM Forest Management Regulations 43 CFR §5003.2 (a & c), the effective date 
of this decision, as it pertains to actions is the date of publication of a Notice of Decision in BLM 
Medford District Website. Any protest must be made within 15 days of the publication of Notice of 
Decision. Any contest of this decision should state specifically which portion or element of the decision is 
being protested and cite the applicable regulations. 

43 CFR § 5003.3 subsection (b) states: "Protests shall be filed with the authorized officer and shall 
contain a written statement of reasons for protesting the decision." This precludes the acceptance of 
electronic mail (email) or facsimi le (fax) protests. Only written and signed hard copies ofprotests 
delivered to the Medford District Office will be accepted. The Medford District Office is located at 3040 
Biddle Road, Medford, Oregon. Just to be very clear, a written protest electronically transmitted (e.g., 
email, facsimile, or social media) will not be accepted as a protest. A written protest must be on paper. 

If no protest is received by the close of business ( 4:30 p.m.) within 15 days after publication of the Notice 
ofDecision, the decision will become final. If a timely protest is received, the project decision will be 
reconsidered in light of the statement of reasons for the protest and other pertinent information available, 
and the Ashland Resource Area Field Manager will issue a protest decision. 
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If no protest is received by the close ofbusiness 15 days after the Notice of Decision is published on the 
website, the decision will become final and may be implemented immediately (consistent with Project 
Design Features). If a timely protest is received, the decision will be reconsidered in light ofthe 
statement of reasons for the protest and other pertinent information available. A fmal decision will be 
issued to the protesting party in accordance with 43 CFR 5003.3. 

anage·r, Ashland Resource Area 
Med rd District, Bureau ofLand Management 
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