
Categorical Exclusion Documentation & Decision Record 

A,	 Proposed AcUon and Loutlon 

BIM Office: Ashland Resource Area Cr. Number: DOI-BLM-QR-M06O-'2009-QO'26-CX 

Proposed Action Project Name: Roadside Hll7-2rd T~ RtrllOval. Road 38·'2·31.2 

The purpose of this proj«t is 10 Improve worker and publiI; safety lima road 38·2-31.2 in T. 38 S., 2 W~ 
to Sc<:liun 31. The: projecl wIll R'move"*, side ha:lard"", Ind ulili;cc dead or dyinillimber ...illlin 100 
f«1 of the .-IsO:. The pmjcct would R'mo,~ and sell commcn:ia'..i,~ t"'C:S lhal wen: 1iR' killed in lhe 
Squiru Ii.... in 2002. TI1I:' pro;e.;l il.imiloN 10 '00 f~1 on <:ith:r side ofoptn road I~-' RCllIds will be 
lC1\l)OrIrily clOi5OlI<) public une' durinS R'rncml operations. 

The tn...,. oJoaihc:d abo:!"" "'ould he: rcm<:>vN Ind sold .:ommcn:isUy lIllb: when sl1the: f.,tlowi"ll crileria 
an: met: 

•	 The ~ il <kad or hiihly ".('y 10 die in the: nc~IIW<l)'<:ar$ rmm ·nall..r aoUKS. 
•	 The ~ has fillm Kl'OIS or il within 100 f«l ofa J)'S1C'Ill road II road (Urmtlly invmlOl'ied in 

Ibc lJLM lmlSpOrtaliun I~cm and incl~ pl~'d roads). 
•	 The ~ is nol nccdN on ,i'" for rouse woody tkb,u. CCllIfX "llOdy tkbri. Slandards call for a 

,...Inm",,... of '20 'inear f«l ~ K1'l' 1"".,.... lhMt or ('qUIll<) 16- dia-.- and 16 f«l Ionll. 

TINS ........ld he: ~ to the"*' u!Jn,l. aoblc wil'N:h Ind sclf·loIdinl'oa truck. Mcchanizc,J ~U'PlT1C'flt 

would no! hc: sllowed off lhe road sod""". Din:c:lionsl f.llilllt would be """" to the CXlmll'O"ibk III 
m'nim'r.c disrurbl""" III the pound. Slash wllUld be ~ and sallCr'td. Ducll 'ino:s .nd road 1..-f000fl 
would be clcsncd by the opaalor. Kno"'ll St1\Sit,vc p!anlllk:llla'", been excluded from the: cunin,area. 
Acl""lies will be ...!ipCOlkd when the road _fa« i' w<:1 urdunng havy preclpitalion when off..uc 
darnagcroWd oocur. No In.'n an: to be "'Id or mtlO'o"N from 1l'CU prt'YillUS'ydesignsted IS Riparian 
Ilescrvcs. To~ lhe spoad "fstar \hi.nk. cquiprnrnl will hc: prnIUf'( washed III mnovull dil'\ Ind 
tkbria IW'OI" 10 ~ltTinllllLM lands, and cqui~11lII1!I1~y within dcsilln'"N road (orridon and 
~. 

R,Land Use PI." Co"formnn 

This pmpossl is to canfOl'TTlallCe ...illl the MNfonllll5lricl'J 200g Record ofOcdsoon and Ro:sourcc 
Mana~t'>11Il (USDt 2(08). Th', ",...;.,.:1 romplies wiltllhe Mlnagcmrnl Obj«tivcl and Din:c:ti<In of 
lhe 2008 Rcsouru Mll\Igcnlfffil Plan. In additi<ln,lhil P"':i«t fully complies ",,(II lhe Il1IlnIIl/C'lIClIl 
abj«livcJ.lClion. and din:chon oflhe: ~ managcmcrll plan Ill' pbce prior III \he 2008 RMP.the 
1995 RMP. The <Its'Sn of \h'I!""'i«1 "'..... Id not. ha"" diffC'K'd u~r (ilhcr plan. 1'hil prupusli illl,.., in 
romr1illOCC "'illl lhe din:c:lion lli'"CI1 fur tl1C' ~t of ""bllc I.nds In lhe Mroford Dillrict by lhe 
Clrq;on anoJ ClliftJl"lria Lands Act of 19)1 (Me A~I). fedcr1l1 lind Policy.OO ManagclT1C'fll Acl of .916 
(RPMA). !he t:ndllll<'m:l Species ACI (':SA) of 11113. lhe (,1<:10 WII~ Aci <>f 1981, Sofc Drilllting 
WI~ A(l of 1\114 (.1 amcnd<:<l 1986 snd 1996). Cklll Air Act,.nd lhe AR'~loaic.J R~" 

Prut~lion ACI of 191'.1. 



C. Complinee .. lIb NEI'A 

lllc ~ Action;s calcgorically neluded from further documentation undcor the NEPA in 
~ ...uh the Uepartmcnl of the lnlcrior Manual Section 516 OM 11.9 C. 2 and '"" folio....: 

..StIle I",J rotItOVal a{1"J'\1JlIOllren. or 1",,,1/ g",ups "ffra3 which ",.., dmJ. disftlfed. i"ju,..,a. or 
..'hid I.YHUlllule a sufery Ilu:lmJ. ",,<I "'11",, (M«:U for ,t!nIt)..w "'"I"lres no ",ore 1M" _illlfllWlU If) 
r.dllil1g rot,tIs. .. 

Thnic cal\:gorical e"elusions are .ppropriate in thi, litUlltion bea""'" therc:.n: no e"traonlinaty 
ein:umllal>l:n pot~."ti.lI)' havinll eITcdl that ""'y significantly .ffi..ctlhe environment ... documented in 
lhe foll_i... lIlbk:. The pI'l)JlOSN IO<:tion has been reviewed. and none of the ntraordinary eir=ms!all«!l 
described in 516 DM 2, Appendi;>; 2 apply. 

Tb, prop(l5ol!d eal~rleal ncluslnn actlnn will: YES NO 

2.1 Haw: significant impacts on public health or uft'l)'. X 

II.lard tree removal apt'fltlons will follow Occupational Saft'ly and Health AdminiSlTlltion Slal1danls 
designed to prevent jub-n:lated ill""" or injuriu. The project will "'move or fall ,WId;n,g lrttS that 
",!"",ent 1 ha'''rd tn wDrkers Ind the public. The IlLM will ",quire tho,: us<: ofsigns and /l.ajW:rs for 
e(lntm1linlllr~mC on roads thilt pass through the project an:a when necessary for puhlic safety. 

2.2 111\til significant impacts on luch nltll/1ll ro:sourcca and uniquc geographic 
characteriSlics u historic or cultll/1l1 n:$CltIJ'<lC$; park, "'creation or refuge lands; 
wl1demcn areu; wild or -"ic riven; national natll/1ll landmarks; rIOlc or principal 

Xdrinkinll Wit.... aquifc..; prime fannllndt: wt'llands (r:Jle<:uti\til Ord.... 11990): 
f100dpllin. (!lou;(utiw: Order 11988): national monuments: migratory birds; and alher 
eeologially significant or critical a""'S. 

Ila1.llrd IreeS will only be: "'moved within 100 feci ofe;>;isting road•. The project area is nul located 
.... ithin any uniquc ll"ollJ1lphic areas li~ted lhove. l1len: are 1\0 park, ",emlti"". Of refuge lands; 
....ildemt$s areas; wild and scenic riven: national naturnllandmarb: sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime fannlands: wetlands; noodplains; national monuments; or other ecologically significant or 
<riticallTeas within the p:-nje<:t...,l. 

T1'oe project WlS reviewed for hcritll\C .ito:¥ and there are no lmo..T1 siltS thaI will be aITcctctl by the 
impkmentat10n of the pnl)eel llentage!lUl'VCyS were: previouslyeondlJCled in lhe project area 1\0 herilage 
resoul'CCl discoVC1'Cd. This project wHi be. no cITeeI undcnaking relltive to heritage l'CSOIIJ'CCS. 

T1'oe prcpo¥Cd projecl i. ,n Bird COnle.,...li..,., Region 5 (Northern Pac:iflC Forcsl:). 01ivc-sided F1y<:atehcn 
edumt some prefereno:e flll' foragi"ll and ncsli"ll in habilat eoodilions created by fin:. e.g.. open foraging 
lI1CU and abundant Il1llgs (Allml" 2(03). T1'oe rcrno\..l of some ....gs in the p:-nject area could ad\'CI'$Cly 
imp.cl thilspccies \Cl 1 minor dell""C. lim;tinll ",rnoval of ha:<ard tTCCIIO a 100 fOOl corridor along the 
road would milipl\: the nnp.et. and llCSIing and foraging apportun;ties for thi$ species would remain 
adcqUllte in the Il"ncral ...,. af the projccl. No ocher species would be Iffected by this propos.ol. 

,
 



The proposed uletlorlnl uelaslon ~ellon will: YES NO 
2.3 HaY<: hl&hly c:onlroversia.l environmental effects or invol"" unresolved cllIIflicts 

X
concerning altematiY<: uses ofaVllilabk resources [NEPA So:clion I02(2)(E)). 

This hazard Ire<: removal proj~"Ct is similar in nature 10 otlter hIuard lJtt removal proj<:cts across lhe 
Medford Distriel and within lhe $COP:: of lhe Medford District Rcsoun:e Managerl1(nt Plan. and docs not 
involve highly controversial cff<:cts or unn:$Olvoo eunnicl5. 

2.4 Have hi&hly uncertain and potentially signifinlnl environmental cffO:CII or involve X
unique or unknown environmental risks. 

The BLM interdisciplinary t<:llm of resource spc<:ialists revie....ed this projo:ct and determined lI'ere is no 
threat of signi ficanl environmental effects or unique or unknown environmental risks. 

2.5 Esw,lish a prcccdeni for fUlure action or represent a d!:<:isioo in principle aboot 
X

futurc actions with potentially signifICant environmental effects. 

Operalions oflhis ,,"ture have occurTC<l for yea,.. across the Medford District will eominue 10 occur in lhe 
furore in associali"" with road management and maintenance. Tnis projo:ct docs oot csmblish pro:ccdence 
for futUfC projects. 

2.6 "ave a d~ relalionship to olhcl" aclioOll with indivMtUllly iOllignificanl but 
X

eumulalively significant environmental effcctll. 

The R1.M imerdisciplinary team of resource specialists reviewed the project based on eurrenl conditions 
on !he ground. The learn did nol find any TC50Urcr issues ofoonccm that will be affccted by this project. 
Implem.,malion of Project Ocsign ['"COllum will aid in elTeets 10 resourceS. The Project De.ign Fealures 
serve as a basis for resource protection in Ihe implementation of Ihis pmj<:cl. 

2.7 Have significant impacts on propc:ni"" listed. or eligible for listing, on tlle National 
XRegister of IlislOrie Places as determined by eithcl" \he OO-U or office.
 

11Jc project was reviewed for heritage sil"" and there arc no kno\lm site< lhat will he affo:ctoo by the
 
implementation of thi. projecl.
 

2.8 lIaY<: significant impBCts On species 1;sLed, or proposed to be li!lLed, on the liS! of 
Endangered or Threatened Species. or have signifiClU1t impacl!i on designated Crilical X 
Habitat for Ihesc spc<:ics. 

BLM has revie....cd the proposc-d projeel for potmtial for effects 10 Bun,au "l'<.'Cial slalus species and 
complClCd any rc<]uired surveys. 

The prupuscd projc-.:I area is oot localed io suitable Nortllcm Spotted Owl habila1: trn.ttfun:. suitable 
habitat wuuld nol he modified. '[he nearesl known nest .i,e is approxiOlalely 0.75 Olile from the projO:CI 
area so noi"" dislu","-ooe during the nesllng ""asun would nOi be an issue. The pruposo.:d project area also 
is nOI Iocaloo in designated crilieal hahital for any li~ted wildlife species. 

The area wa>i "urvey for Ourcuu Special StalUS plants. One special slatus plant species, Rafin<'3"IUia 
cali/ornica. i. located ncar hut excluded 1T0rn the project arc. to avoid impoct•. 

Because thc:rc i. no hydrological eonneolivily to any .1rCam channels, there is no poteoti.l for Ihi. activity 
tu imp;oel80y aqualic lC$Ources. iocluding dcl;ignaled critioal and eS\1C1ltial fish habiws. Aqualie 
Conservation Slralcgy objCC1ivcs would not be affeeled cithe<-. 



X 

Tht proposed uttlorlul ud~,loa a(1loa will: YES NO 
2.9 Violate: a Ftden.llaw. or a Slate:, \Qcal, or tribal law or mjuirement i"'4l'J'SCd for lbl: 
protc:clion or the mvil'Ofll1lml. 

This projtel has been ",vit""d for oomplian<t willi applicable laws """Ii as the I'alcral Land Policy ond 
MlftlIgemcnt Acl, Endangcml SpecK,. A~t. Clean Waler A~t, N.I;OMI Environmmtal Policy Ac!. aun 
Air Act, and Archaeologic.l Re5OUR:tl Prokction Act,.1\'"IQllj oIhtrs. 

2.10 H....... dilpl'OpOrlion.te:ly hiQ:h and adVU'X efT",1 on low i""omc or minority 
X

pupul.I;OI1lI (EltccutiVt Order 12898). 

The I"'-'l"*'d proj",t will provide job opportunities. No disproportionately high and adverse elTect "'" 
Inw i""nme or minority P'lptllations Wit ;<kntifie<,l for thils proj~"C1. 

2.11 LimitlCCCSJ to and ccn:monial Wle of Indian _red siteson Ftden.llands by 
Indian religious practitiQllel$ or lill"ificantly adVU'Xly alTect the physical integrity of 
.uch aac:red lites (Executive 0nIcr 13007). 

Nu Indian $/lcred silts have been identified in the projtel area. 

2.12 Contribute to the inlroduttion. euntinuc:d exi.lCn<:e. or spread ofnoxious weeds or 
non_native invasive .pecies known to oteur in the art'll or aClions thlt may promote: the 
inll'OdUoClion. growth. or e~pansion of lhe l1111f;t ofsuch S\KCies (Fedmll No~ious WeN 
t'onlrol ACI and Eltecutivc Order 13112). 

Nu nu~iuus wl'Ctl P'lPulations Ql;cur on lhc ......d wbere the project will lake place. Noxious w<:ed 
popuillions are prescm on the I'OIld .ystcm. thot lead into pnd out of this uni!. 'l~ foliowinlll'!>F. will 
be foUuw<:d tu pl'Cn.'Tlt furl"'" ""Wun.:e dama\lC: washing equipment prior IQ Ct1try 10 the project Ired and 
u.ing native :I«Il and weed·free: mulch an.,- final distu"""""" and the ongoing trnItmmt of noxious 
w<:eds in the project prea will reduce the risk of introduction or """,ad of no~ious w~'Cds. Vehicle.. 
llCeessinlltlM: project area "'ould stay 011 existing roads (no ......d construction is proposed). reducingt"" 
potential ofpicking up and dispersing ooxiou. ""eds or seed. 

•
 

X 

X 



1':. Allt.llorUatloa 

I consilln'ro the polenti.1 fur significant iOl1*1.< to Th"'atcn<:d and Endangt1'N or IJIIn'lIU SClUiti,,, 
spttia of fi5h, wildlife, and pllll1ts; cultural rcwlll'l:CS; no~i(lllS wn:ds: a1><l soil and hydrologic resoum:s. 
Where appropriate, 81..M his complete" survc~, for those reSOW'CC:! and imp~t<:d"I'fl"'l'Iiale 
.........llemcnl recommendations when: <kcmc:d n<:ccSSlry. 11K: Design feat""'" in S.,ction A of this 
Calcpic.1 f...d ...ion Docum.,ntllti"" and lkci,ioo R""ord ""ill furt...... prot""tt"'- resources from 1hc 
poIrntial for significant impacts ~ult;ng from implementation of the: I"rupos<:d Action. 

It ;1 m~ <kcisil>l1 t" approve the imp!cn\C1\tatioo of this Ilvm TItt Rt1t1OVlIl Project II <k>cribcd inlhc 
I'roposcd Aerinn (Secti"" 1\) 'OOVl:, 

ori~~<L~ 
anal!""". Ashla1><l Rt$OU!tt Area
 

oro District. Bur<:au of I.:and Manat"mcn.
 

~'. Coollet Persolt 

I'or additional informaUoo <:<lfICCmmg tIus C.tegori.....1EJ.dU$H:ln rev!CW. c""lId. KriSli Mlltrofin; 
Envil'Ollll1<'lllal Coord;naIor. S41", I&·23M. M<:dford DiSlrict IJUd. 3040 Riddle Ro."I. Mcdronl, all. 

",.. 
G. Admlnt.tnllvc Rnlew Or Appeal Opportunities 

NOlie<: of the: fOf"e$l management decision to be mad<: on the .ction u..-scribcd in thi. CDtcll"rical 
exclusion will be posted on the Medford Districl intemcl wellsite. The aclion issobj«:t to pn>ttllt 
"ndcr43 CFR 4.4SO-2. A decision in n:spo<l"" to a proc....1 is subject 10 app<:al to the Interior Board of 
und Appeals untkr 43 CFR piln 4. 

,
 


