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Dear Interested Citizen: 

The Bureau of Land Management Medford District Office is proposing to implement the Pacific Crest 
Trail Reroute Project located in the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument near Hobart Peak in the South 
Fork Keene Creek drainage. 

The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) is one of eight major recreational trails in the United States 
of America (Map 1 ). Located in the west it spans 2,650 miles from Mexico to Canada and is rivaled in 
distance by the Appalachian Trail in the east and Continental Divide Trail in the mountain west. The PCT 
was designated by Congress as a National Scenic Trail in 1968. Since its inception, the PCT has been a 
source ofenjoyment for many thousands of recreational users including day-hikers, through hikers (those 
hiking the trail in its entirety), and equestrian/stock users. Throughout its 2,650 miles, the trail crosses 
many different categories of land ownership, including federal, state, reservation, national parks, 
monuments, and state park lands. This mosaic of ownership contributes to the variety of landscapes 
recreationists see along the trail, as well as the complexity of its management (Pacific Crest Trail 
Association 2002). 

Map 1: Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PC1) 
(Pacific Crest Trail Association, 2002). 
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The Green Springs Mountain section of the PCT is located in 
Southern Oregon and the Ashland Resource Area. 
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Why is BLM Proposing the Trail Project? 

In 2007 the Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCT A), in coordination with the USDA Forest Service and 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), conducted the Pilot Rock Optimal Trail Location Review 
(OLR) as a precursor to this project. The review detennined that the portion of the PCT through a natural 
wet meadow was being widened and becoming braided from use during the wet season. Additionally, 
monitoring ofbiological features for which the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument was proclaimed 
identified that this natural wet meadow provides habitat for the Mardon Skipper Butterfly, a unique 
species to the area. Based on this information it was determined that a short segment (approx. 370 feet) of 
the PCT that traverses the natural wet meadow should be repaired or relocated around the meadow. The 
PCT repair/ improvement would require using earthen material (soil, rock, wood chips, etc.) to improve 
the surface of the trail and slightly raise the trail above ground level for drainage purposes. The other 
possibility of relocating the trail would require the construction of approximately 600 feet of new trail 
around the perimeter of the meadow (see maps 2 &3). The legal description of the proposed trail project 
is TAOS. , R.03E., Section 16 of the Willamette Meridian, Jackson County, Oregon. 

Map2 Map3 
Possible CSNM PCT Reroute Possible CSNM PCT Reroute 
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What is BLM Asking the Public? 

The BLM will be preparing an Environmental Assessment that will document the estimated 
environmental effects of the proposed PCT Reroute Trail Project. In order to appropriately address issues 
relevant to the trail proposal in the forthcoming environmental assessment, we are seeking your input. 
Comments should be as specific as possible and provide information on potential issues or concerns that 
the environmental analysis should address. Please submit your written comments to Kathy Minor, PCT 
Trail Reroute Project, Medford District BLM, 3040 Biddle Road, Medford, OR 97504 or e-mail to 
Medford_Mail@blm.gov (Attention: Kathy Minor). Your comments will be most useful if they are 
received by May 17,2013. However, comments will be accepted and reviewed up until the time a 
decision on the project is made. 

Questions and comments on the proposed action should be directed to Joel Brumm, Assistant Monument 
Manager at (541) 618-2256. If you do not have comments at this time but wish to be kept informed about 
the Trail Project as planning progresses, please complete and return the enclosed " Response Form" 
and you will be maintained on the mailing list. 

Before including your address, telephone number, email address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you are advised that your entire comment, including your personal 
identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that 
we will be able to do so. All submissions from organizations or businesses submitted on official 
letterheads and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or 
businesses will be made available for public inspection in their entirety. 

Thank you for your interest in this project. 

Sincerely, 

erritsma 
Manager 

Ashland Resource Area 
CSNM Manager 

Enclosure 
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INTEREST RESPONSE FORM 	 ATIN: CSNM Planning 
BLM's PCT Reroute Trail Project 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, Oregon 97504 

Please include me on the PCT Reroute Trail Project mailing list: 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 


Name: 


Street: 


City, State, Zip Code: ------------------------------------------------ 

We are trying to save paper and conserve resources. Please respond ifyou wish to be kept informed. 



