
    

      

      

  

           

        

          

      

          

  

           

           

      

    

    

 

   

          

    

           

    

          

          

       

 

     

 

           

  

 

          

          

        

      

 

  

           

            

        

 

 

          

       

      

  

 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVEIW & DECISION RECORD 

Project Name: Pre-commercial Thinning / Manual Brushing (DOI-BLM-OR-M060-2011-0025-CX) 

BLM Office: Ashland Resource Area, Medford District.  Contact: Doug Stewart (541) 618-2264 

DESCRIPTION & LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION:   

The Ashland Resource Area of the Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposes to 

perform silvicultural treatments throughout the Ashland Resource Area consisting of pre-commercial 

thinning, and brush and hardwood cutting. The silviculture units (see Appendix 1) would be treated to 

maintain conifer stand survival and vigor, and release existing conifers from competition for moisture, 

nutrients, light, and growing space by cutting the competing vegetation (conifers, shrubs, hardwoods) and 

leaving the residual trees for increased growth. 

Pre-commercial Thinning (PCT) / Hardwood spacing / Manual Brushing – This treatment would cut 

conifers less than 8 inches DBH (diameter at breast height) using chainsaws or hand tools, leaving 

spacing between 16 and 25 feet between leave tree conifers. Dominant conifers would be preferred for 

retention and species preference would depend on site conditions. Generally, drier sites would retain 

more ponderosa pine and incense cedar, and moist sites would retain more Douglas-fir, sugar pine, and 

true fir. 

Hardwoods, less than 8 inches DBH, would be thinned using chainsaws or hand tools, on a spacing 

between 30 and 40 feet between leave trees, independent from the spacing for conifers. All brush species 

would be cut during this treatment. 

Maintenance Brushing – Maintenance brushing would cut all brush and thin hardwoods under 8 inches 

DBH using 30 foot spacing. 

All of these silviculture treatments will be scheduled for completion between October 2011 and January 

2013. Treatment would occur year around, except during periods of high fire danger, and project design 

features (PDFs) listed below place seasonal restrictions on treatments for units wildlife species of concern 

are present. 

The following Project Design Features are required conditions of all silviculture treatments: 

General: 

 Authorization for access behind locked gates in the CSNM will be required for all Bureau of 

Land Management Project Inspectors and all Contractors. 

For the Protection of Cultural Resources: 

 If during project implementation the contractor encounters or becomes aware of any objects or 

sites of cultural value on federal lands, such as historical or pre-historical ruins, graves, grave 

markers, or artifacts, the contractor shall immediately suspend all operations in the vicinity of the 

cultural value and notify the Contract Officer Representative (COR) so the site can be evaluated 

by a BLM archaeologist. 

To Eliminate Adverse Effects on Wildlife Species: 

 A seasonal restriction, from March 1 – June 30, will take place to limit noise disturbance to 

Northern Spotted Owls, for all treatment units. This reduces the level of impact to potentially 

nesting owls to a negligible level for maintenance brushing and pre-commercial thinning units 

that are adjacent to unsurveyed suitable spotted owl habitat. 

For the Protection of Special Status Plants: 

 Areas designated as “Special Plant Area” on project maps contain protected Special Status Plants 

where ground disturbing silviculture treatments will not be allowed (Table 1). Boundaries of 

“Special Plant Areas” are flagged using orange tied with yellow and black-striped plastic 

flagging.  The unit maps will be issued to the Contractor at the pre-work meeting. 



 

   

     

    

    

    

 

        

        

      

       

        

 

 

 

    

      

      

    

    

   
 

 

     

    

     

      

      

   

    

         

        

 

     

  

   

      

 

     

  

     

     

        

  

      

Table 1. Special Status Plants in Treatment Units and Management Direction 

Unit Name/ # Legal Acres Special Status Plant sites - Management 

Salty Dog #6 38-2W-29 23 FRGE: no Rx in buffer, pile cut material 25’ outside buffer 

Alex Palmer #C 39-4W-22 12 CYFA: 25-50’ no Rx buffer 

Grizzly Shale #1 38-2E-08 12 CIELE: no shrub cutting in flagged/mapped area 

To minimize the spread of noxious weeds: 

 State listed noxious weed species – Yellow Starthistle, Spotted Knapweed and Meadow 

Knapweed - occur adjacent to and/or in some units (Table 2). Some infestations have been 

treated for one or more years. Others will be treated given adequate resources per the Medford 

District Integrated Weed Management Plan and Environmental Assessment OR-110-98-14. Areas 

along roads near or adjacent to units will be flagged as “no parking” areas to avoid weed seed 

spread via vehicles during wet weather. As is feasible, units without weed infestations nearby will 

be treated before units with infestations. 

Table 2. Noxious Weed Treatments in Silviculture Units 

Unit Name & No. Legal Acres Weeds 

Anderson #34 38-2W-25 25 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Anderson #35 38-2W-25 19 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Salty Dog #6 38-2W-29 23 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Woodrat #1 38-2W-31 27 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Anderson #28 38-2W-35 12 
CEDET, CEST8: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds 
(flagged) 

Starfire #18-1 39-3W-18 15 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Grizzly Shale #1 38-2E-08 12 CEST8: treated in 2011, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

Cove Cr. #10 39-2E-09 13 CESO3: treat as resources allow, no parking on weeds (flagged) 

CESO3 = Yellow Starthistle, CEST8 = Spotted Knapweed, CEDET = Meadow Knapweed 

For Watershed Protection (Soils, Water Quality, Hydrological Functions Riparian Reserves): 

 Riparian hardwood species such as willow, ash, maple, alder, cottonwood, dogwood, pacific ewe, 

hazel, mock orange, and black oak will not be thinned. 

 Do not damage, cut, or pile natural down large woody debris; slash should be heavily scattered 

along unit edges which interface with roads or OHV trails to discourage new OHV trails from 

becoming established within the units. 

 Limit road use during the wet season on native surface (unsurfaced) roads to after May 15
th
. 

Road use may occur prior to May 15
th 

if the road is sufficiently dry to protect both the road and 

resource values.  Road use shall be suspended during precipitation events or if monitoring 

indicates that saturated soils exist to the extent that there is potential for causing elevated stream 

turbidity and sedimentation.  

 All road use shall occur on existing roads only.  No vehicles are permitted off-road. This will 

also help to minimize the spread of any invasive species. 

 No silvicultural treatments shall be performed within the distances specified under No Treatment 

Zones in Contract Clause C.2.0 along streams, draws, seeps, springs, swamps and marshes as 

indicated on project unit maps. This distance is to be measured from the edge of the stream 

channel, draw, seep, spring, swamp or marsh. The size of the no treatment buffers for each stream 

type or feature is outlined in the CE as follows: 



 

   

 
     

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

      

          

     

       

      

       

     

   

         

       

          

        

       

        

       

    

       

 

           

        

          

         

 

 

         

       

 

 

                      

      

        

      

         

       

        

Table 3. No Treatment Buffers for Silviculture Units 

Stream Type or Feature 
No Treatment Buffers (on each side of streams and 
around water bodies)  

Fish-bearing 50 feet 

Perennial 50 feet 

Intermittent (long-duration) 25 feet 

Intermittent (short-duration) 25 feet 

Dry draws 25 feet 

Unstable and potentially unstable dry draws 25 feet 

Unstable areas other than above Use buffer for associated water feature 

Springs, seeps, wetlands, ponds 25 feet 

PLAN CONFORMANCE 

This silviculture treatments project complies with direction provided under the 2008 Western Oregon 

Plan Revision Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan. The proposed action is also in 

compliance with the 1995 Medford District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (RMP). 

The 1995 Medford District Resource Management Plan incorporated the Record of Decision for 

Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range 

of the Northern Spotted Owl and the Standards and Guidelines for Management of Habitat for Late-

Successional and Old-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl 

(Northwest Forest Plan) (USDA and USDI 1994). 

On December 17, 2009, the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington issued an order in 

Conservation Northwest, et al. v. Sherman, et al., No. 08-1067-JCC (W.D. Wash.), granting Plaintiffs’ 

motion for partial summary judgment and finding NEPA violations in the Final Supplemental to the 2004 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to Remove or Modify the Survey and Manage Mitigation 

Measure Standards and Guidelines (USDA and USDI, June 2007). In response parties entered into 

settlement negotiations in April 2010 and the Court filed approval of the resulting Settlement Agreement 

on July 6, 2011. Projects that are within the range of the northern spotted owl are subject to the survey 

and management standards and guidelines in the 2001 ROD, as modified by the 2011 Settlement 

Agreement. This project meets Exemption A of the Pechman Exemptions (October 11, 2006 Order), 

which allows for “Thinning projects in stands younger than 80 years old.” 

The proposed action and alternatives are in conformance with the direction given for the management of 

public lands in the Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937 (O&C Act), Federal 

Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, the 

Clean Water Act of 1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as amended 1986 and 1996), Clean Air Act, 

and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW 

Department of the Interior Regulations (43 CFR § 46.205(c)) require that any action that is normally 

categorically excluded must be evaluated to determine whether it meets any of the extraordinary 

circumstances listed in 43 CFR § 46.215.  An action would meet one of the extraordinary circumstances if 

the action may: 

Yes No Categorical Exclusion Exception 

(   ) ( X )	 1. Have significant adverse effects on public health or safety. 

(   ) ( X )	 2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 

characteristics as historic or cultural resource; park, recreation, or refuge lands; 

wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal 

drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains 

(Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically 



  

          

       

 

          

  

            

 

             

  

        

  

         

      

   

            

  

         

 

          

        

  

           

      

       

 

 

       

       

      

         

 

   

 

 

       

         

 

 

  

            

  

 

significant or critical areas. 

(   ) ( X )	 3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 

concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)] not already 

decided in an approved land use plan. 

(   ) ( X )	 4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or unique or 

unknown environmental risks. 

(   ) ( X )	 5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future 

actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

( ) ( X )	 6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant, but 

significant cumulative environmental effects. (40 CFR 1508.7 and 1508.25(a)). 

(   ) ( X )	 7. Have adverse effects on properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

(   ) ( X )	 8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 

Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical 

Habitat for these species.  

(   ) ( X )	 9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 

protection of the environment. 

(   ) ( X )	 10. Have disproportionate significant adverse impacts on low income or minority 

populations (Executive Order 12898). 

(   ) ( X )	 11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian 

religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such 

sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

(   ) ( X )	 12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or 

nonnative invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the 

introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed 

Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

COMPLIANCE WITH NEPA 

In accordance with 43 CFR §§ 46.205 (c) and 46.215, the proposed action has been reviewed against the 

above twelve criteria, and I have determined that none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 43 

CFR § 46.205 (c) apply to this project.  This project is categorically excluded from further documentation 

under the NEPA in accordance with the Department of the Interior Manual Section 516 DM 11.9 C (4) 

which states: 

“Pre-commercial thinning and brush control using small mechanical devices.” 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION AND REVIEW 

Doug Stewart Project Manager __________ 8-3-2011__________ 

Prepared by Title Date 

Stephanie Kelleher _____Assistant Env. Coordinator__________9/30/2011_________ 

Reviewed by Title Date 

Contact Person:   Doug Stewart (541) 618-2264 



DECISION 

Based on this NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW, I have determined that the proposed 
action involves no significant impact to the human environment and that no further environmental 
analysis is required. It is my decision to authorize the requested silviculture land treatments. 

John Cfferritsma Date 
!I 

FieldrManager; Ashland Resource Area 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 

Notice of the forest management decision to be made on the action described in this categorical exclusion 
will be posted on the Medford District internet website. The action is subject to protest under 43 CFR 
4.450-2. A decision in response to a protest is subject to appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals 
under 43 CFR part 4. 



Appendix 1. Ashland Silviculture Units (FY2011-2012 Treatments)

Unit Name Key #
Location      

T-R-S
Acres Unit Name Key #

Location      

T-R-S
Acres

Alex-Gulch#8 155031 39-4W-23 16 Lost Creek#1 124039 38-2E-1 16

Anderson#4 153530 38-2W-26 14 Lost Creek#2 124042 38-2E-1 15

Burton Butte#382 157036 39-3W-18 22 Palmer Peak #27 155092 39-4W-22 6

Cinnabar West #14 150534 39-3W-34 16 Section Line Gap #4 153868 39-1W-7 10

Cinnabar west #22 150483 39-3W-27 11 Birdseye West #17-8 158155 37-4W-17 29

Cinnabar West #62 150485 39-3W-27 3 Birdseye West #17-8 158156 37-4W-17 1

Cinnabar West #63 150536 39-3W-34 6 Grizzly Shale #1 122806 38-2E-08 12

Cinnabar West #7 150573 39-3W-35 5 Anderson #35 153496 38-2W-25 19

Deer Meadows #1 124591 37-2E-13 13 Anderson #34 153495 38-2W-25 7

Divide Lake #2 120294 38-2E-3 40 Anderson #28 153541 38-2W-26 1

Divide Lake #7 120346 38-2E-11 22 Anderson #28 153769 38-2W-35 12

Divide Lakes #20 120337 38-2E-9 21 Salty Dog #6 153577 38-2W-29 23

Divide Lakes #8 120350 38-2E-13 17 Woodrat #1 153621 38-2W-31 27

Divide Lakes #4 120296 38-2E-3 57 Bishop Crk #457 157384 38-3W-25 15

Divide Lakes #5 120344 38-2E-11 11 Cove Crk. #10 123187 39-2E-09 13

Divide Lakes #6 120341 38-2E-11 20 Starfire #18-1 157042 39-3W-18 15

Divide Salvage #1 120395 39-3E-6 22 Thompson Crk #1E 154931 39-4W-20 9

Ferris Gulch PTS 124676 39-4W-6` 17 Alex-Palmer #C 154991 39-4W-22 12

Galls Creek #9cc 158378 37-3W-21 28 Alex Palmer #A 155126 39-4W-28 17

Galls Creek #12 158380 37-3W-21 12 754

Galls Creek #2 158300/158368 37-3W-21 35

Grizzle Shale #3 122808 39-3E-8 15

Grizzle Shale#5 124078/122821 38-2E-8 11

Grizzle Shale#6 122822 38-2E-8 14

Lighting Ben #14a 157062 39-4W-25 3

Lighting Ben #27B 150133 39-3W-30 7

Lighting Ben#14C 157068 39-4W-25 4

Lost  Creek #9 122765 37-2E-35 7

Lost Creek #3 124040 38-2E-1 10

Lost Creek #8 122768 37-2E-35 16

Total Acres  


