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Description of Proposed Action

The proposed action is to replace a substandard single lane bridge on road 34-1-23 that crosses
Indian Creek in Township 34 South, Range 1 West, SWY¥4 of the NEY4 of section 23. A new
bridge would provide a safe crossing over Indian Creek. The road is needed for future forest and
fuels management activities and fire suppression.

Indian Creek is a Coho Salmon and Steelhead Trout stream having fish up to 3%z miles upstream
from the bridge site.

Plan Conformance Review

The Bureau of Land Management did not scope this proposal and the public was not involved in
its development. This proposal is in conformance with objectives, land use allocations, and
management direction of the 1995 Medford District Record of Decision and Resource
Management Plan (ROD/RMP) and any plan amendments in effect at the time this document is
published.

This project also conforms with the 1994 Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest Service
and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range of the Northern
Spotted Owl (Northwest Forest Plan).

The proposed action was designed to be consistent with the direction given for the management
of public lands in the Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937, Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Endangered Species Act of 1973, Clean Water Act of
1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as amended 1986 and 1996), Clean Air Act of 1990 (as
amended), and Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979.

This proposal is consistent with management direction in the Medford District 1995 ROD/RMP
that directs the BLM to “manage and design road systems to reduce public health and safety
hazards, fire risks, and vandalism to public and private property” (USDI 1995, p. 88).

Project Design Features

e Road crossings on all fish-bearing streams will be designed to maintain natural
streambed substrate and site gradient where feasible, while minimizing long term
maintenance needs; the specific design shall also be based on expected longevity and
economics.

e Width of a crossing structure will be at least as wide as the mean bankfull width at the
crossing site; to be measured by a qualified professional.

e Utilize dewatering methods such as temporary sediment traps or water crossings for areas
to be excavated. Provide for downstream water flow without significant transport of
excavated material or sediment during construction. Approved Erosion control measures
shall be in place prior to stream widening and Bridge site excavation activities. When
erosion control measures are not functioning as intended, immediately take corrective
action. Divert the stream flow with sandbags and plastic lining toward the middle of the
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channel during construction activities in the waterway. Provide a pipe to pass the flow
through the construction zone. Size the pipe to handle expected flows and small storm
discharges that may occur during the construction period. Pump any leakage from the
diversion into an off-channel settling basin and filter the water before discharge back into
the stream channel.

e If necessary fish will be captured, removed and relocated from construction site by a
fisheries biologist or fisheries technician.

e Reduce movement of sediment downstream from the project site with the use of straw
bales, geotextile fabric or coconut fiber logs/bales immediately downstream of the work
area.

e Wet or green (wet: fresh enough to flow; green: hardened but less than 21 days old)
cement, new or old asphalt has acute and chronic adverse effects on aquatic life and shall
not be allowed to enter a stream. This includes water used to clean tools and wash out
cement trucks after delivering material. Again, if the stream is dewatered before
construction begins, aquatic species should be unaffected.

e Bare soil areas will be mulched with native grass seed or an approved seed mix, weed-
free straw, bark chips, etc., prior to the fall rains or when soil moisture conditions are
appropriate to discourage invasion of noxious plant species and to reduce soil erosion.

e Location of waste stockpile and borrow sites will be at least one site potential tree length
from a stream where sediment-laden runoff can be confined unless there is no way for
sediment to move off-site.

e Heavy equipment will be inspected and cleaned before moving onto the project site in
order to remove oil and grease, noxious weeds and excessive soil.

e Limit activities of mechanized equipment in the stream channel to the area necessary for
installation.

e Hydraulic fluid and fuel lines on heavy mechanized equipment must be in proper
working condition in order to minimize leakage into streams.

e Waste diesel, oil, hydraulic fluid and other hazardous materials and contaminated soil
near the stream will be removed from the site and disposed of in accordance with DEQ
regulations. Areas that have been saturated with toxic materials will be excavated to a
depth of 12 inches beyond the contaminated material or as required by DEQ.

e Equipment refueling will be conducted within a confined area outside the stream channel
such that there is minimal chance that toxic materials could enter a stream.

e Use spill containment booms or other equipment as required by DEQ.
e Equipment containing toxic fluids will not be stored in a stream channel at any time.

e The in-stream work period would be between June 15 and September 15 of the same year
in accordance with State of Oregon regulations. All other construction work would be
completed from May 15 to October 15.

e Coordination with utility companies will be done to prevent damaging fiber optics or
other utility lines buried below the road surface.
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e Use the existing road approach for new bridge installation.

e Mechanical equipment (e.g., graders, loaders, etc.) will be power washed and cleaned of
all soil and vegetative material before entering the project area.

e Stop work and notify the BLM within 12 hours if an archaeological site is discovered
during the project.

The replacement bridge would meet BLM load rating requirements and would be designed in
accordance with AASHTO HS-25 Standards. Height of replacement bridge supports would be
sufficient to meet 100 year flood events. Class 4 Rip Rap will be installed on stream banks below
the bridge structure approaches to protect against erosion of bridge abutments.

Categorical Exclusion Determination

This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as provided in United States
Department of the Interior Departmental Manual 516 DM 2, Appendix 1.7. This section allows
for routine and continuing government business, including such things as supervision,
administration, operations, maintenance, renovations, and replacement activities having limited
context and intensity (e.g., limited size and magnitude or short-term effects).

Before any action described in the list of categorical exclusions may be used, the “extraordinary
circumstances,” included in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 43 CFR 46.205(c) must be
reviewed for applicability. After review, the BLM determined no extraordinary circumstances
exist that would cause the proposed action to have a significant environmental effect. The action
will not require additional analysis.

Contact Person: For additional information concerning this project, contact Randy Bryan,
Project Leader, at (541) 618-2322.
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EPA Categorical Exclusion Review
Proposed Action:

Replace existing sub-standard bridge structure at the same crossing location with one that meets
BLM loading requirements and designed in accordance with AASHTO HS-25 Standards. Height
of replacement bridge deck will meet the 100 year flood standards.

The Code of Federal Regulations at 43 CFR 46.205(c) requires that “any action that is normally
categorically excluded must be evaluated to determine whether it meets any of the extraordinary
circumstances in section 46.215” (listed below). Additional analysis and environmental
documents must be completed for any normally categorically excluded action which may

1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety.

[ ]Yes w No
R

Initial emarks:

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as
historic or cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or
scenic rivers, national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers,; prime
farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988);
national monuments,; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.
[]Yes No

Initial Remarks:

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning
alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].

[]Yes 0

Tnitial Remarks:

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or
unknown enviro;imental risks.

[]Yes W/No
Initial Remarks:

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future
actions with &)]entially significant environmental effects.

[]Yes No
Initial Remarks:

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant environmental effects.

[JYes [XNo
Initial 9LS Remarks:
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Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register
of Historic Places as determined by the bureau.

[ 1Yes IB{\IO

Initial £5{44  Remarks:

Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical
Habitat for these species.

Plants [ ]Yes [INo Initial /" Remarks: @rea £z Affn W”‘ -
Animals []Yes [No Initial X4~ Remarks: no- TEE o
Fish []Yes @/No Initial % Remarks:

Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the
protection of the environment. '

[1Yes [X]No
Initial Remarks:

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations

11.

12.

(Executive Order 12898).

[]Yes [XNo
Initial Remarks:

Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian
religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred
sites (Executive Order 13007).

[JYes [XINo
Initial Remarks:

Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative
invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction,
growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and
Executive Order 13112).

[Yes BINo coitt POF
Initial 7 Remarks:
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Decision

It is my decision to replace a substandard single lane bridge across Indian Creck in Township 34
South, Range 1 West, SW% of the NEY of section 23, as described in the Proposed Action.

Decision Rationale

The proposed action has been reviewed by Butte Falls Resource Area staff and appropriate
Project Design Features, as specified above, will be incorporated into the proposal. Based on the
attached NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) Categorical Exclusion Review, I have
determined the proposed action involves no significant impact to the human environment and no
further environmental analysis is required.
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Butte Falls Resource Area

Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities

The forest management decision to be made on the action described in this categorical exclusion
is subject to protest under 43 CFR subpart 5003. Under 43 CFR 5003.2 (a), a notice of decision
will be published in local newspaper(s). Under 43 CFR 5003.3 (a), protests may be filed with the
authorized officer within 15 days of the publication date of the notice of the decision. Under 43
CFR 5003.3 (b), protest filed with the authorized officer shall contain a written statement of
reasons for protesting the decision. A decision on this protest would be subject to appeal to the
Interior Board of Land Appeals, although, under 43 CFR 5003.1 (a), filing a notice of appeal
under 43 CFR part 4 does not automatically suspend the effect of a decision governing or
relating to forest management under 43 CFR 5003.2 or 5003.3.
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Jean Williams NEPA Coordinator

Marcia Wineteer  Botanist
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David Roelofs Wildlife Biologist

Angela San Filippo Fisheries Technician
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Shawn Simpson  Hydrologist
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Al Mason Fire/Fuels Specialist 37/g //O A’f’M
Ron Gregory Archaeologist 5//1 ' / 70 £
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Trish Lindaman Qutdoor Recreation Planner
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