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Dear Interested Citizen: 

The Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Ashland Resource Area, is proposing the 
Howard Prairie Fuels Reduction project. The BLM proposes to reduce hazardous fuels by thinning 
understory vegetation on approximately 795 acres of conifer forests. The project is located about 15 
miles northeast of Ashland, Oregon and adjacent to Howard Prairie Reservoir (Attachment 1). 

Why is BLM Proposing the Howard Prairie Fuels Reduction Project? 
This project was developed by BLM fire/fuels staff to reduce hazardous fuels in the Wildland Urban 
Interface (WUI) by thinning non-commercial sized vegetation on BLM-administered lands. The 
proposed fuels reduction work would reduce hazardous fuels to reduce the threat of large-scale wildfires 
and their potential to cause adverse effects on federally managed resources, private property, and homes 
adjacent to federally managed lands. 

Summary of BLM's Fuels Reduction Proposal: 
Within proposed treatment units small conifers (< 7 inches diameter breast height (DBH)) would be 
thinned to achieve an average spacing of approximately 25 by 25 feet. Thinning would be completed by 
crews using chainsaws; the thinned material would be piled and burned. The preferred order of conifer 
species to leave is: sugar pine, ponderosa pine, cedar, Douglas-fir, and last choice white fir. There will be 
no cutting of any trees larger than seven inches DBH. There will be no cutting or removal of hardwood 
tree species including: White Oak, Black Oak, or Madrone. 

Management Direction 
BLMs 1995 Resource Management Plan, which incorporates the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan, designates 
BLM-administered lands affected by the project proposal as Matrix, Tier 1 Key Watershed, and Riparian 
Reserve. The following provides a brief summary of these land designations. 

Matrix: the objective for Matrix land allocation is to provide a sustainable supply of timber and 
other forest commodities. 

Key Watershed: The project is located on BLM-administered lands in the Upper Jenny Creek 
Watershed, which is as a Tier 1 Key Watershed to provide for the conservation of at risk fish 
species. Key watershed designation overlays Matrix land allocation. 

Riparian Reserve: Fuels reduction treatments are proposed within portions of Riparian Reserves. 
Riparian Reserves are lands along or around streams, waterbodies, wetlands, springs, and 
unstable or potentially unstable areas. Standards and Guidelines direct management within 
Riparian Reserves to ensure the restoration and maintenance of aquatic systems and their 
dependent species. 
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