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Introduction and Background 

The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Table Rocks Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

(ACEC) Land Donation Environmental Assessment (EA), released to the public on January 28, 

2015, analyzed the potential effects of accepting a land donation from The Nature Conservancy 

(TNC) of lands adjacent to Table Rocks ACEC on Lower Table Rock. In February 2013, TNC 

approached the Medford District BLM with a proposal to donate five contiguous parcels (220.6 

acres) of TNC land to the BLM. These parcels are located in Township 36 South, Range 2 West, 

Sections 4 and 9 in Jackson County, Oregon. The donated parcels would be managed as an 

ACEC until it is officially designated as part of the Table Rocks ACEC through a 1995 Medford 

Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendment or a new resource management plan.  

 

The Table Rock ACEC was designated in the Medford District’s 1995 RMP to protect special 

status plants and animal species such as dwarf wooly meadow foam, southern Oregon buttercup, 

and vernal pool fairy shrimp; unique geologic and scenic values; and environmental education 

opportunities. The five TNC parcels proposed for donation will connect two BLM parcels and 

provide the BLM with contiguous ownership of the Lower Table Rock trail. The existing hiking 

trail provides public access to the top of the Lower Table Rock mesa through an easement from 

TNC. The donation would create 500.6 acres of contiguous BLM-administered lands benefitting 

unique plant and animal species, special habitats, and a variety of plant communities such as 

grasslands, chaparral shrublands, oak woodlands, and mixed hardwood conifer woodlands 

(RMP/ROD p. 58). 
 

Public Involvement 

The BLM analyzed the proposed land parcel donations in the Table Rocks Area of Critical 

Environmental Concern Land Donation EA. The project Interdisciplinary Team determined the 

action would have no significant impacts and that an environmental impact statement would not 

be necessary. The EA was available for a 30-day public review period beginning January 28, 

2015. A legal notice of the EA’s availability was published in the Medford Mail Tribune on 

Wednesday, January 28, 2015. The EA was posted on the BLM Web site and a letter was sent to 

adjacent landowners, organizations, tribes and government entities announcing the availability of 

the EA for review.   

The BLM received no comments on the EA. 
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Remedies Administrative 
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