
  

   

 

    

   

   

  

    

  

   

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

  

  

   

  

  

 

   

  

   

  

   

 

 

  

    

  

 

 

Understanding the Middle Applegate Pilot 

The birth of the Middle Applegate Pilot is the culmination of community, political, and scientific interests 

wanting to find a more ecologically and socially acceptable forest management approach.  To that end, 

the Secretary of Interior embraced the ecological restoration approach for the dry forests of the 

Applegate developed by forest scientists Jerry Franklin and Norm Johnson and designated a Pilot to 

demonstrate those principles.  With long-standing community partners in the Applegate Partnership and 

the Southern Oregon Small Diameter Collaborative, the Medford District BLM has embarked on a 

collaborative process to implement the Pilot. It is the Secretary's hope that a forest management 

approach that restores forest structure and processes will also produce a substantive amount of timber 

as an important byproduct. In addition, the Pilot may provide information to the Secretary about a 

future 20-year forest management plan for the BLM lands in Southern Oregon. 

The Pilot is about forest ecology.  The Pilot seeks to reduce the uncharacteristically dense and 

homogenous forest conditions abundantly present.  All trees over 150 years of age will be retained, with 

an emphasis to provide those old veterans of the forest less competitive access to nutrients and water. 

Part of the treatment includes restoring the "gaps" where sun-loving species such as the black and white 

oaks, the ponderosa pine and the sugar pine can thrive.   Gaps will allow the herbaceous layers on the 

forest floor to become more diverse and robust.  Equally important is to provide dense patches of forest 

for those species whose survival depends on such habitat, including the Northern Spotted Owl. In the 

end, the Pilot approach will result in a less uniform and more diverse forest benefitting all species.  

Forest trees' resistance to insects, disease, wildfire, and other natural disturbances is increased, 

providing a better balanced between life and death in the forest.  All the while, tree reduction actions 

result in the production of timber that sustains the industry necessary to implement restoration and 

provide much needed jobs in Southern Oregon, benefitting rural Oregon and therefore the State. An 

important benefit of reducing tree density is a reduced threat of catastrophic wildfire to our 

communities. 

The Pilot needs collaboration to be successful. At the heart of the long-running debate over forest 

management are people's core values.  The forest management debate is a social question about the 

proper balance between our environment and the use of resources it provides. There is such an 

extraordinary collaborative capacity in and around the Applegate that it would be foolish to ignore such 

a powerful force in shaping the future of our forests. In fact, the Applegate Partnership and the 

Collaborative were actively seeking an ecological landscape approach for the Applegate well before the 

Secretary announced the Pilot.  In addition, numerous Rogue Valley partners, along with the BLM and 

the Rogue River Siskiyou National Forests, were involved in the effort that resulted in last October's 

Solutions for Forest Conference, a precursor to the Pilot.  Collaboration means the BLM is partnering 

with interested stakeholders in the development of a solution.  This includes cooperative development 

of criteria to select stands for restoration, the treatment priority of those stands, within stand 

application of skips and gaps, and monitoring of both the collaborative process and the effectiveness of 

the project design.  The Pilot is a demonstration of an ecological restoration approach using the 

collaborative vehicle to fuel its success. 



  

  

   

  

     

 

    

  

 

  

 

    

 

The Pilot is about achieving results.  The first Pilot project will occur on an estimated 300-800 acres as 

early as September of 2011.  It is imperative that the principles of the Pilot be visually displayed on the 

ground, so we can see what it means. An assessment of the restoration needs will occur by the end of 

March sufficient to develop the first Pilot project.  Subsequently this year, a detailed assessment will 

cover about 5,000 acres to determine restoration needs for subsequent projects in 2012 and beyond. 

At some point in the near future, an assessment of restoration needs for the entire Middle Applegate 

Watershed will be undertaken. There will be no Pilot project in roadless areas. 

Some things have not changed. The Pilot project will follow the standards and guidelines of the 

Northwest Forest Plan.  The Pilot will meet the Endangered Species Act, including meeting any 

stipulations in the Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl.  The Pilot will follow the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process that requires public review of decisions made about Pilot 

projects.  The Pilot will follow the Secretary's recent Order for managing wild lands.  Additional 

information on the Pilot is available on the Applegate Partnership & Watershed Council and the 

Medford District BLM websites.  


