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Stephanie Kelleher       October 31, 2011 
Middle Applegate Watershed Pilot Project 
Medford District BLM 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, OR 97504 
 
Reference: Scoping comments for the Pilot Thompson Project 
 
Dear Stephanie Kelleher, 
 
Some of my concerns are similar to those I expressed in my comments to the Pilot Joe 
Project. 
 
One of my primary issues/concerns is the building of new roads. Put simply, it is my 
opinion that the building of any new roads is problematic and to be avoided if at all 
possible. I am pleased BLM chose to not build any new roads in the Pilot Joe project. It 
would have complicated things especially since one of the two originally proposed roads 
was a perfect example of irresponsible road building.. It would have extending off of 
another private road that cut across a steep slope through a clearcut to access a unit in 
doubtful need of thinning. It is time to realize all the costs associated with roads. All the 
costs would include not just the short term costs like construction but most importantly, 
the long term costs to the entire forest system. If an honest assessment is done then all 
new road building would be severely curtailed. If BLM cannot thin a unit at this time 
without building a new road then that unit should wait until at which time it can be done 
by using helicopters. Don’t try to rush the economics. In time things will change where 
those units can be economical to treat using helicopters. 
 
I am optimistic about this “new” approach to thinning our forests. I believe we need to 
save the biggest and healthiest trees of all species such as Franklin and Johnson are 
proposing. I would have preferred to see how Pilot Joe was implemented and what the 
results were prior to continuing on with Pilot Thompson. This hurry does not allow 
sufficient time to analyze what works and what doesn’t. I have doubts as to whether the 
prescriptions can be implemented on the ground as planned. To retain those large 
spreading madrone or oak trees without damaging them will be very difficult. I seriously 
doubt a faller will be able to keep from damaging many of the leave trees. This stage of 
implementation is crucial to the success of Pilot Joe which has yet to see any on the 
ground work. During this implementation stage BLM needs to be open to modifying the 
plan as the circumstances dictate, always erring on the side of bio-diversity for the forest. 
In other words if you recognize something is not working well, fix it, don’t perpetuate a 
poor process. 
 
It is right to save the big trees of all species but it is also important to leave some trees of 
all ages to retain and build biodiversity. Perhaps the “skips” will fill this niche. I ask you 
to think moderation in all aspects of this project. 
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Monitoring should be an integral part of this project from inception to years beyond. That 
information should be readily available to the public on your website and an effort should 
be made to inform those of us who are clearly interested as that information comes 
available.  
 
I think BLM’s approach to assessing the entire transportation system prior to this project 
is right on. I am eagerly awaiting the results of the team doing those assessments. The 
question is, what will BLM do concerning roads once that information is assembled?  
 
I want to see BLM continue to protect our old trees of all species and all old forest 
habitat. Do not reduce the canopy cover dramatically in one entry. Focus on thinning the 
smaller trees in forests that are not important for old growth species. 
 
Focus the restoration and fuels treatments (the stated reason for this project) on those 
areas most in need of work. Those areas are in the wildland interface, tree plantations and 
where small trees are encroaching into dry sites. Use stewardship contracts as they seem 
to do a lot of good for the forest and local community. 
 
In conclusion, I want to thank BLM for trying this innovative approach which I feel is a 
better way to do “thinning” than what has been offered in the past. We must continue to 
think of the forest as a multilayered system that thrives best on bio-diversity. I really 
appreciate the efforts to involve the public in this project.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 




