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October 29, 2011 

Stephanie Kelleher 

Middle Applegate Pilot Project 

Medford District BLM 

3040 Biddle Road 

Medford, OR 97504 


RE: PILOT THOMPSON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

In response to your scoping notice dated Sept. 30, 2011, please incorporate the following 

comments into the second phase of the Middle Applegate Watershed Pilot Project and the Pilot 

Thompson environmental assessment. 


The first phase of the Secretarial Pilot Demonstration Project resulting in the Pilot Joe timber 
sale did not meet the mandated requirements of the O&C Act of 1937. The O&C Act requires that O&C 
lands be managed by BLM for permanent forest production and Sec. 701(b) FLPMA defers to the O&C 
Act requirement that timber shall be sold, cut and removed in conformity with the principle of sustained 
yield. The project also did not conform with existing NWFP land use allocations. The project creates an 
additional allocation for Late Successional Emphasis Areas by excluding large blocks of older forest from 
timber harvest. In addition, the Pilot Joe environmental assessment was incomplete. 

The BLM Medford district needs to address the above deficiencies by including the following in 
the Pilot Thompson EA: 

1. 	 The sustained yield requirements of the O&C Act should be added to the pilot project 
objectives. The EA needs to address how the application of Drs Franklin and Johnson's 
ecological principles will provide jobs, promote economic growth in communities and 
generate revenues for the benefit of O&C Counties on a sustainable basis. 

2. 	 Application of Franklin/Johnson ecological principles should not be constrained by 
allocations and restrictions that are not in conformance or inconsistent with existing land 
use plans. The proposed action should include commercial treatments in mature timber and 
in riparian reserves. 

3. 	 The Pilot Thompson EA needs to contain several alternatives to the proposed action. The 
ecological principles applied to the proposed action need to be examined and compared to 
other forest management strategies to evaluate how the O&C lands in the Applegate 
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watershed area can be best managed to achieve continuous timber production that can be 
sustained through a balance of growth and harvest as required by the O&C Act. 

4. 	 As part of the demonstration project the Medford District should replicate and evaluate the 
ecological principles applied to this project for all dry forest O&C lands within the 
boundaries of the O&C lands. 

If you have any questions please contact me at 542-412-1624, rocky@blupac.com or Van 

Manning at 253-549-0074, vanbonmanning@comcast.net 


Sincerely, 

~~ 
Executive Director 
Association of O&C Counties 
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