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April 30, 2012 

Stephanie Kelleher 

Middle Applegate Pilot Project 
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3040 Biddle Road 

Medford, OR 97504 


RE: PILOT THOMPSON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

In response to the second scoping notice, the Association of O&C Counties has reviewed the 
preliminary proposal for the Pilot Thompson Environmental Assessment and offers the following 
comments for your consideration. 

The Association responded to the first scoping notice in Nov. 2011 expressing concerns that the 
pilot project as proposed does not meet the mandatory requirements of the O&C Act and FLPMA 
Section 701(b). We continue to have these concerns. 

The Thompson Pilot planning area consists of 14,398 acres of BLM administrated lands with 
12,730 acres of these lands classified as O&C forestlands under the O&C Act. Management of these 
lands are directed by a unique statutory mandate to manage the timber resources for permanent 
sustained timber production for the economic benefit of 18 O&C Counties and associated communities. 

Congress enacted the O&C Act in 1937 to establish polices for: (1) permanent forest production 
on classified O&C forestlands based on the scientific principle of "sustained yield" that requires 
reforestation to produce a permanent source of timber that is sold, cut and removed on a annual basis 
and (2) generating a permanent source of income to 18 O&C Counties based on revenues generated 
from the sale of timber that contributes to the economic stability of local communities and the overall 
economic health of these Counties. The sustainable benefits of sustained yield management as 
described by the O&C Act are: (1) a permanent timber supply that can be sold and harvested (2) 
protection of watersheds and regulating stream flows by not cutting trees in fragile areas subject to 
severe erosion or damage to water quality and by ensuring reforestation in harvest areas; (3) 
contributing to the economic stability of local communities and industries; and (4) providing for 
recreational facilities. Sustained yield timber harvest is based on the volume of standing timber and the 
"rotation period" (the time for a tree to grow from a seedling to optimum harvest size). To calculate the 
allowable sustained yield timber harvest which continues in perpetuity, the standing timber volume is 
divided by the rotation period. 
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In 1976, Congress enacted the Federal land Policy and Management Act that established 
policies for multiple use and sustained yield management on public lands. The law also contained a 
savings provision for the management of O&C lands. Section 701(b) FLPMA states that "Not 
withstanding any provision of this Act, in the event of conflict with inconsistency between this Act and 
the Acts of August 28, 1937 and May 24, 1939 insofar as they relate to timber resources and disposition 
of revenues from lands and resources, the latter acts will prevail." The O&C Act, therefore, is the 
statutory authority for the BLM Medford District to manage all O&C lands within its District boundaries. 
The mandatory requirements of the O&C Act will prevail if FLPMA or other land use policies conflict with 
timber management and the distribution of revenues. 

The Pilot Thompson planning area consists of approximately 23,000 acres, of which 14,398 acres 
are BLM administrated lands. Over 88% (12,730 ac.) are classified as O&C forest lands. The proposed 
projects as outlined in the scoping letter, will not meet the mandatory requirements of the O&C Act. 
These projects and proposed land use allocations are also inconsistent with meeting the FLPMA 
statutory requirement relating to the management of the O&C lands. This project is not about 
permanent timber production that will be sold, cut and removed based on sustained yield principles as 
defined by the O&C Act, but more about excluding O&C lands from commercial timber production 
because of other land use objectives and values. As currently proposed approximately 80% of these 
lands are dedicated to late Successional Emphasis Areas, NWFP reserve allocations and no treatment. 
Additional restrictions are being imposed by the standards and guidelines of the Northwest Forest Plan 
and by the Northern Spotted Owl recovery plan. The project also proposes to fully decommission and 
obliterate 7.7 miles of road that may be important for future forest management. Presently, only 13% 
of the lands in the project area are identified for commercial timber harvest by a variety of silvicultural 
prescriptions. 

This project is in direct conflict with all the provisions of the O&C Act. It will not provide for 
permanent forest production that can be sold, cut and removed on a sustained yield basis and it will not 
provide a permanent source of sustainable income to O&C Counties. In addition, this project and others 
like it will not contribute to the economic stability of communities and industries on a sustainable basis. 

The environmental assessment for this project must include an alternative that analyzes a 
management scenario that meets all the mandates of the O&C Act. For example, a regeneration harvest 
proposal that allows for timber to be cut and sold on a sustainable basis, but also allows for secondary 
benefits for wildlife, water quality and other uses that are not in conflict with the dominant use of the 
O&C lands for permanent forest production. There needs to be a comparative analysis of all alternatives 
to understand the effects of each. An EA that analyzes a proposal based only on Secretarial pilot 
guidelines and a no action alternative is incomplete. The EA needs to demonstrate how these O&C 
lands can be best managed to achieve continuous timber production that can be sustained through a 
balance of growth and harvest as required by the O&C Act. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 5431-412-1624, rocky@blupac.com or Van 
Manning at 253-549-0074, vanbonmanning@comcast.net. 

Sincerely ~ 

~~~ 
Rocky McVay ~ 
Executive Director 
Association of O&C Counties 
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