
 
 

Southwest Gerber EA Scoping Letter 1 

United States Department of the Interior 
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Klamath Falls Resource Area 
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Website: http://www.or.blm.gov/Lakeview/kfra/index.htm 
 
Date:  February 25, 2010 
 
To:  All Interested Parties        
 
A. Public Scoping Input 
The Klamath Falls Resource Area (KFRA) is preparing the Southwest Gerber Habitat Restoration 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate proposed vegetation treatments on BLM lands.  The EA will 
analyze the effects of these actions on wildlife habitat, rangeland health, soils, hydrology, and other resources. 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is asking for your help in identifying issues and concerns that you 
may have regarding the proposed environmental analysis.  We will use your comments to assist in developing 
the proposed action and possible alternatives.  A response form is enclosed for your convenience. 
 
B. Location 
The proposed treatment units consist of approximately 12,000 acres of BLM-administered lands located in the 
southwest portion of the largest block of public land in the KFRA, referred to as the Gerber Block, which is in 
the southeast corner of the KFRA.  (See attached map.)  
 
C. Purpose and Need For Action 
The Gerber-Willow Valley Watershed Analysis, completed in 2003, identified resource concerns and 
management recommendations for the entire Gerber Block including the proposed Southwest Gerber analysis 
area.  The KFRA has a need to manage this area to meet land use plan objectives from the 1995 KFRA 
ROD/RMP and to implement recommendations from the Gerber-Willow Valley Watershed Analysis.  The 
purpose of the proposed treatments is to assist in meeting that need.   
 
The KFRA has identified the following needs for action including: 

• There is a need to enhance habitat for wildlife, especially sagebrush obligate species, by 
promoting restoration of sagebrush, meadow, and aspen/riparian habitat. 

• There is a need to reduce encroaching juniper. Past management has allowed juniper 
densities to increase in areas that were historically more open juniper woodlands or shrub-
dominated communities causing a reduction in the abundance of native shrubs, forbs, and 
grasses. Juniper has also encroached into historically pine-dominated stands, aspen stands, 
and riparian areas. This encroachment has led to decreased vegetative health through 
increased stand competition, potential decrease in water yield, reduction in stand resiliency, 
and an increase in the potential for severe wildfire behavior. 

 
D. Proposed Actions  
The following have been identified as part of the proposed action for this EA: 

• Encroaching western juniper on approximately 11,900 acres within sagebrush steppe and juniper 
woodland habitat would be cut using mechanical devices (shearers).   

• Where ecologically appropriate, cut juniper trees would be utilized, i.e., sold for firewood or yarded 
and sold as sawlogs, chips, or other products depending upon public and market demand.   

• Trees not removed for utilization and residual slash would be piled and burned. 
• Treated areas would be replanted with bitterbrush and other native shrubs upon completion of 

burning.   
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• Areas of ground disturbance resulting from cutting and removal of juniper would be reseeded with 
native grass, forb, and shrub species. 

• Juniper on approximately 130 acres of along Miller Creek and an unnamed tributary to Antelope 
Creek would be cut by hand and limbed to a six inch top.  The limbs and tops would be hand piled 
away from the channel and burned.  The boles would be left in place. 

• Up to 200 individual juniper trees with intact root wads would be obtained from the right-of-way 
clearing activities for construction of the Ruby Pipeline and would be placed into Willow Valley 
Reservoir to provide structure to enhance fish habitat.  These trees would be trucked to the boat 
launch area and then moved out into the reservoir by barge or placed by helicopter.  

 
E. Environmental Analysis Process 
In addition to describing the proposed action, providing information about resources within the analysis area, 
and analyzing the effect of proposed treatments on those resources, an environmental assessment assists the 
decision maker in selecting a course of action that would best meet the Purpose and Need for action and 
determining if the proposed action is consistent with the KFRA 1995 Record of Decision and Resource 
Management Plan, and to determine if an environmental impact statement is needed. 
 
In past years as money has been available, the KFRA has conducted separate analyses for, and implemented, 
vegetation treatment projects throughout the Gerber Block.  One objective of this analysis is to address the 
need for additional treatments in the southwestern portion of the Gerber Block considering past treatments.  If 
determined appropriate, the proposed action would be implemented over a five to ten year period.  
 
For further information, contact Steve Hayner or Don Hoffheins at 541-883-6916.  To submit issues or 
questions please send your letter to: 
 
 Don Holmstrom, Manager 
 Klamath Falls Resource Area 

2795 Anderson Avenue, Building 25 
Klamath Falls, OR. 97603 

 
You may also contact us or submit your comments electronically at the following address:  
Klamath_Falls_Mail@blm.gov  
  
To facilitate planning, it would be beneficial if your comments were submitted before March 25, 2010.  Once 
an Environmental Assessment has been prepared, the public will be notified again and will have thirty (30) 
days to review and provide comment on the Environmental Assessment. 
 
NOTE: 
Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the 
Klamath Falls Resource Area Office during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Monday through 
Friday, except holidays. Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment – including your 
personal identifying information – may be available publicly at any time.  While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review or from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. All submissions from 
organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their entirety. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  /s/ Donald J. Holmstrom   
Donald J. Holmstrom 
Manager, Klamath Falls Field Office 
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