
Wilderness Characteristics Evaluation 

Interdisciplinary Team Signature Sheet 

The following interdisciplinary (ID) team reviewed the citizen's wilderness proposal. 
The review included field inventory and an analysis of the routes within the proposed 
area, as well as an evaluation of the wilderness characteristics within the proposed area. 
This signature sheet documents the available BLM ID Team members that participated in 
this wilderness evaluation process along with the member's agreement with the 
conclusions reached in the road analysis and wilderness character forms completed for 
the area. These forms are contained in this wilderness inventory file. 
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Year: 2009    Inventory Unit Number/Name:  OR-015-12/Lost Forest 

 

FORM 1 

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

 FINDINGS ON RECORD 

 

1.   Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of 

this area? 

 

No  Yes _X_ (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers 

of those units.) 

 

a) Inventory Source: __Wilderness Inventory: Oregon and Washington  Final 

Intensive Inventory Decisions,  November 1980 

 

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):__Lost Forest/1-12 __ _ 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_U.S. Department of the Interior: Bureau of Land 

Management Oregon:  Intensive Wilderness Inventory  Final Decisions,  

November, 1980_ 

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):_Lakeview District, Lakeview Resource Area 

 

2.  BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one 

BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer each question 

individually for each inventory unit): 

 

Ownership Size 

(historic 

acres) 

Natural 

Condition? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation? 

Y/N 

Supplemental 

Values? 

Y/N 

BLM 6,240 N N N Y 

Private 0     
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FORM 2 

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

CONDITIONS 

 

Unit Number/Name: OR-015-12/Lost Forest 

   

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size? 

   

 Yes __X__ No _____ 

 

Citizen Information Received:  In 2005, the BLM received a citizen proposal from the 

Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) for the 37,873-acre Sand Dunes proposed 

Wilderness Study Area (WSA) Addition.  ONDA included in their information a 

narrative report, maps, photos, photo and route logs, and GIS data with their route and 

photo point data; all of these materials were considered during the BLM’s wilderness 

inventory process for this BLM inventory unit.  The photos submitted by ONDA were 

taken in April of 2004.  They identified the area as having no interior routes which they 

felt met the BLM wilderness inventory definition of a road (see Map, p. 186 of ONDA 

2005).   

 

 Boundary Determination and Consideration of Citizen Information: In April 2008, BLM 

staff reviewed ONDA’s proposal.  In the summer of 2008, members of the BLM staff 

conducted additional field inventory of the area to update the wilderness inventory for 

this area and to gather additional information to supplement ONDA’s wilderness 

proposal.  This field work included photo documentation of the boundary and interior 

routes and a re-evaluation of wilderness characteristics within the area. Using both 

ONDA and BLM photos, field logs, and staff field knowledge, a BLM inter-disciplinary 

(ID) team completed road analyses on the main routes within the proposed area.  The ID 

team met again in October of 2008 and May of 2009. 

 

The results of the route analysis are documented in the road analysis forms contained in 

the wilderness evaluation file.  The BLM ID team determined that several of the routes 

that ONDA identified as primitive “ways” are, in fact, boundary roads.  For this reason, 

the BLM found the proposed WSA is not one large roadless unit, but is comprised of 

several smaller units (Map 1) that are fairly similar to units identified during the 1980 

inventory.   

 

The following evaluation focuses on the potential wilderness character within the Lost 

Forest inventory unit.  The boundaries for this unit are BLM Road 6121-00 on the east, 

BLM Road 6151-B0 on the south, and BLM Roads 6141-00 and 6141-A0 on the west.  

This unit currently contains approximately 6,472 acres BLM-administered lands (Map 2).   

 

Following this boundary determination, the BLM ID team subsequently evaluated the 

wilderness characteristics within this unit.  The results are contained in the following 

section.  Additional background on the process that the BLM ID team followed during 

this evaluation is contained in the document, Wilderness Inventory Maintenance Process 
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for the Lakeview Resource Area, BLM, and the ID team meeting notes contained in the 

wilderness inventory file.   

 

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 

This unit is located approximately 18 miles northeast of Christmas Valley, in north Lake 

County, Oregon.  It is triangular shaped and is about 4 miles long by about 4 miles wide.  

It contains 6,472 acres of public land.  Approximately 3,440 acres are located within the 

boundaries of the Lost Forest Research Natural Area.  Most of the unit falls within the 

boundary of the Lost Forest/Fossil Lake/Sand Dunes ACEC complex (Map 2). 

 

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition? 

 

Yes _____ No __X__ N/A _____ 

 

1980 Unit Description:  The previous inventory found the unit contains a ridgeline that 

runs north to south in the central portion of the unit, with flats to the east and slightly 

rolling country to the west.   Two ephemeral lakes were noted on the east and northeast. 

The portions outside the RNA were described as sagebrush flats and low hills.  The land 

inside the RNA was described as sand dunes and rolling hills with juniper and ponderosa 

pine.  

 

The unit had been disturbed by numerous human activities and, in general, did not appear 

to be in a natural condition.  A major portion of the unit was logged in 1954 and still bore 

the scars of that action (dead stumps).  The unit contained four miles of fence line and 

several ways which were determined to be substantially noticeable because of the limited 

size of the unit and exposure of these impacts to the visitor across the majority of the 

area. 

 

Current Condition Description:  The topographic and vegetative conditions within the 

area have not changed substantially since 1980, though juniper density has increased 

somewhat across of the southern half of the unit (Map 3).  A portion of the unit was 

designated as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) due to the presence of 

two unique plant associations: 

 

1) Ponderosa pine, big sagebrush-bitterbrush and, 

2) Ponderosa pine-western juniper, big sagebrush, needle-and-thread grass 

communities. 

 

In addition to historic logging, current human disturbances within the unit currently 

include one constructed waterhole in the northeast portion of the unit, about 4.5 miles of 

pasture division fence, and about 0.8 miles of open primitive motorized routes inside the 

unit (Map 2).  There are another 9.3 miles of primitive motorized routes that were closed 

during the Lakeview RMP/ROD (2003; see Map SMA-9).  However, many of these 

routes have not reclaimed completely and still represent a noticeable scar on the 

landscape within the unit.   
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For these reasons, the ID team concluded that the natural quality has declined further 

since 1980 and the unit is still predominantly in an unnatural condition. 

 

(3) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for solitude? 

   

 Yes_____ No ____ N/A __X___ 

 

1980 Unit Description:  During the previous inventory, the opportunity for solitude 

within the unit was not found to be outstanding due to the limited size, topography, and 

general exposure throughout the unit.  A person would not be able to avoid the sights and 

sound of others within the unit. 

 

Current Condition Description:  Opportunities for solitude were not evaluated as the 

unit was determined to be in an unnatural condition and, therefore, does not meet the 

minimum wilderness criteria. 

 

(4) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  

  

Yes _____ No ____ N/A __X___ 

  

1980 Unit Description:  The unit offered marginal opportunities for day use activities.  

The uniqueness of the isolated ponderosa pine stands was found to be of interest.  

However, the unit itself did not offer outstanding recreation potential. 

 

Current Condition Description:  Opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation 

were not evaluated as the unit was determined to be in an unnatural condition and, 

therefore, does not meet the minimum wilderness criteria. 

 

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values? 

 

Yes _____ No _____ NA _X_ 

  

1980 Unit Description: The disjunct ponderosa pine stand in the Lost Forest was noted 

as unique because it is growing in an area with an average annual precipitation that is 

considered inadequate to sustain the species. 

 

Current Description: Supplemental values were not evaluated during the current 

inventory as the unit does not meet the minimum wilderness criteria. 

 

 

Summary of Findings and Conclusion 

 

Unit Name and Number: Lost Forest/OR-015-12_ 

 



~(·'~4 __ et1vOf', 
Tom Rasmussen, Field Manager Date 

Thisform documents information that constitutes an inventoryfinding on wilderness characteristics. It 
doesnot representaformal land use allocation or afinal agency decision subject to administrative 
remedies under either 43 CFRparts 4 or 1610.5-2. 

Results ofAnalysis: 

1. Does the area meet the size requirements? lYes No 

2. Does the area appear to be natural? Yes ~No 

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and 
unconfined type of recreation? __Yes _ No l NA 

4. Does the area have supplemental values? Yes No lNA 

Conclusion (Check One): 

__ The area-or a portion of the area-has wilderness character. 

X The area does not have wilderness character. 

ID Team Members (Names and Titles): 

Todd Forbes, Associate Field Manager 
Paul Whitman, Planning and Environmental Coordinator 
Kim McLean, Outdoor Recreation Planner/Wilderness Specialist 
Theresa Romasko, Associate Field Manager 
Glenn Lorton, Wildlife Biologist 
Breanna Sabin-O'Conner, Recreation Technician 
Casey O'Conner, Range Management Specialist 
Ken Siegrist, Recreation Technician 

Approved by: 
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Year: 2009    Inventory Unit Number/Name:  OR-015-25/Juniper Island 

 

FORM 1 

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

 FINDINGS ON RECORD 

 

1.   Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of this 

area? 

 

No   Yes _X_ (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers 

of those units). 

 

a) Inventory Source: _BLM Wilderness Inventory files for Pacific Power and Light 

Company (PP&L) Transmission Line: PP&L Roadless Area File #OR-010-25 

(Juniper Island) and PP&L Roadless Area File #OR-010-1-3 (Elk Mountain)  

 

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):_Juniper Island/1-25 and a small portion of 

Elk Mountain/1-13_ 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): Proposed Initial Inventory, Roadless Areas and Islands 

Which Do Not Have Wilderness Characteristics, published in Wilderness Proposed 

Initial Inventory, Roadless Areas and Islands which Clearly Do Not Have Wilderness 

Characteristics, USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Oregon and Washington (April 

1979) 

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lakeview District, Lakeview Resource Area 

     

2.  BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one 

BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer each question 

individually for each inventory unit): 

 

Unit 1-25 

Ownership Size 

(historic 

acres) 

Natural 

Condition? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation? 

Y/N 

Supplemental 

Values? 

Y/N 

BLM 21,120 Y N N N 

Private 960     
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Unit 1-13 

Ownership Size 

(historic 

acres) 

Natural 

Condition? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation? 

Y/N 

Supplemental 

Values? 

Y/N 

BLM 52,400 Y Y N Y 

Private 778     
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FORM 2 

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

CONDITIONS 

 

a. Unit Number/Name: OR-015-25/Juniper Island 

   

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?   
   

 Yes __X__ No _____ 

 

Citizen Information Received:  In 2005, the BLM received a citizen proposal from the 

Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) for the 37,873-acre Sand Dunes proposed 

Wilderness Study Area (WSA) Addition.  ONDA included in their information a 

narrative report, maps, photos, photo and route logs, and GIS data with their route and 

photo point data; all of these materials were considered during the BLM’s wilderness 

inventory process for this BLM inventory unit.  The photos submitted by ONDA were 

taken in April of 2004.  They identified the area as having no interior routes which they 

felt met the BLM wilderness inventory definition of a road (see Map, p. 186 of ONDA 

2005).   

 

 Boundary Determination and Consideration of Citizen Information: In April 2008, BLM 

staff reviewed ONDA’s proposal.  In the summer of 2008, members of the BLM staff 

conducted additional field inventory of the area to update the wilderness inventory for 

this area and to gather additional information to supplement ONDA’s wilderness 

proposal.  This field work included photo documentation of the boundary and interior 

routes and a re-evaluation of wilderness characteristics within the area. Using both 

ONDA and BLM photos, field logs, and staff field knowledge, a BLM inter-disciplinary 

(ID) team completed road analyses on the main routes within the proposed area.  The ID 

team met again in October of 2008 and May of 2009. 

 

The results of the route analysis are documented in the road analysis forms contained in 

the wilderness evaluation file.  The BLM ID team determined that several of the routes 

that ONDA identified as primitive “ways” are, in fact, boundary roads.  For this reason, 

the BLM found the proposed WSA is not one large roadless unit, but is comprised of 

several smaller units (Map 1) that are fairly similar to units identified during the previous 

inventory.   

 

The following evaluation focuses on the potential wilderness character within the Juniper 

Island inventory unit.  The boundaries for this unit are BLM Road 6151-B0 on the north, 

BLM Road 6121-00 on the east, BLM Road 6111-00 on the south, and BLM Road 6151-

BB and private lands on the west.  This unit boundary is fairly similar to the unit 

considered during the previous inventory.  However, BLM Road 6121-00 has been 

relocated along the southeastern edge of the unit and BLM Road 6111-B0 has not been 

maintained recently.   
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In addition, during the route analysis, about 0.25 to 0.5 miles of BLM Road 6151-BB was 

found not to meet the boundary road definition.  For this reason, the unit is considered to 

be contiguous with the Sand Dunes WSA.  At the present time the unit contains a small 

portion of former unit 1-13 (Elk Mountain).  The unit consists of approximately 23,003 

acres of BLM-administered lands and about 640 acres of private in-holdings (Map 2).   

 

Following this boundary determination, the BLM ID team subsequently evaluated the 

wilderness characteristics within this unit.  The results are contained in the following 

section.  Additional background on the process that the BLM ID team followed during 

this evaluation is contained in the document, Wilderness Inventory Maintenance Process 

for the Lakeview Resource Area, BLM, and the ID team meeting notes contained in the 

wilderness inventory file.   

 

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 

This unit is located approximately 16 miles east of Christmas Valley, in north Lake 

County, Oregon.   It is somewhat horseshoe shaped and is about 10 miles long by 6 miles 

wide.  It is located directly east and south of the Sand Dunes WSA.  Approximately 820 

acres are located within the boundaries of the Lost Forest Research Natural Area.  About 

3,162 acres in the northern portion of the unit falls within the boundary of the Lost 

Forest/Fossil Lake/Sand Dunes ACEC complex (Map 2). 

 

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition? 

 

Yes __X___ No ____ N/A _____ 

 

Previous Inventory Description:  This unit was described as having flat to gentle rolling 

topography, with some low north-south trending rims and draws.  There were some low 

hills in the northern section.  There were no perennial streams or springs, but a few 

livestock waterholes were noted.  One dirt road leading to an old horse trap was noted in 

the middle of the unit.  This unit was vegetated with desert shrub and some juniper and 

Ponderosa pine in the northern portion of the unit.  Overall, the unit was found to be 

natural where the evidence of man’s activities was minimal. 

 

Current Condition Description:  The vegetation within the unit has not changed 

substantially since the previous inventory was completed.  The western juniper density 

has increased somewhat in the northern half of the unit (Map 3).  A portion of the unit 

was designated as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) due to the 

presence of two unique plant associations: 

 

1) Ponderosa pine, big sagebrush-bitterbrush and, 

2) Ponderosa pine-western juniper, big sagebrush, needle-and-thread grass 

communities. 

 

There are currently 3 wildlife guzzlers, 1.1 miles of closed primitive motorized routes, 

and 10.3 miles of open primitive motorized routes within the interior of the unit (Map 2).  
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The closed routes have not reclaimed completely and still represent a noticeable scar on 

the landscape within the unit.  In addition, there is another 1.2 miles of historic routes that 

are naturally reclaiming due to lack of use. The majority of these man-made 

developments are substantially noticeable within close proximity (quarter mile), but less 

noticeable from further distances. 

 

For these reasons, the ID team determined that the natural quality of the unit has not 

changed substantially from the previous inventory and is in a predominantly natural 

condition. 

 

  (3) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for solitude? 

   

 Yes_____ No __X__ N/A _____ 

 

Previous Inventory Description: The previous inventory unit boundary included several 

blocks of private in-holdings in south and central portion of this unit, which was thought 

at that time would likely be developed for agriculture in the near future.   

 

Another factor identified as affecting solitude during most of the year was dust from 

vehicles using existing county and BLM roads.  An access road bisected the area from the 

northwest corner of the unit.  The BPA D.C. intertie line was noted within 1.5 mile of the 

southwest corner of this unit with the towers being visible from most any point in the 

unit.  This entire unit falls within the military air training area designated the Juniper 

military operations area (MOA) which is used 7 days a week.   

 

The area was described as relatively open and most users would likely be aware of other 

users in the areas.  The previous inventory concluded the unit’s topography, size, or 

shape of the area provided limited opportunities for solitude.  

 

Current Condition Description:  Topography within the unit has not changed.  Juniper 

density has increased somewhat in the northern portion of the unit providing slightly 

more vegetative screening. One historic route extending into the center of the unit has 

reclaimed and is no longer used which makes it a little less likely to encounter others 

within the central portion of the unit.   

 

The eastern and central portions of the adjacent Sand Dunes WSA (Sand Dunes inventory 

unit 1-24) located to the northwest of the Juniper Island unit were found to offer 

outstanding opportunities for solitude in 1980 due to the screening provided by the 

presence of larger sand dunes (see Wilderness Inventory, Oregon and Washington, Final 

Intensive Inventory Decisions, November 1980; page 43).  However, large portions of the 

Sand Dunes WSA are currently open to off-highway vehicle use.  This motorized use has 

increased substantially since the previous inventory was completed.  The area currently 

receives relatively high volumes of off-highway and other motorized vehicle use 

throughout the year which is readily visible from many locations within the Juniper 

Island unit.  Use is highest during the summer months.  At times, the noise from this 
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vehicle use is loud and has a real and an obvious impact on opportunities for solitude in 

the northern half of the Juniper Island unit.   

 

The airspace above the unit continues to be used for military training flights.  Though 

technically outside the unit, the noise from low-flying jet aircraft is substantially 

noticeable when training is on-going.   

 

Currently, the northern half of the unit offers some opportunities to avoid the sight of 

others present in the unit due to topography and vegetative screening.  The southern half 

of the unit offers very limited opportunities to avoid the sight of others present in the unit 

due to topography and lack of vegetative screening.  However, it is difficult to avoid the 

sounds of others within and outside of the unit.   

 

For these reasons, the ID team concluded that opportunities for solitude within the unit 

have not changed substantially since the previous inventory was completed.  Overall, 

solitude opportunities within the unit are not outstanding. 

 

(4) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  

  

Yes _____ No __X__ N/A _____ 

  

Previous Inventory Description:  The previous inventory noted the unit offered some 

hunting, hiking, horseback riding, and dry camping opportunities, but these opportunities 

were not outstanding.   

 

Current Condition Description:  In 2005, ONDA noted their larger Sand Dunes 

Addition proposal offered opportunities for hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, 

photography, wildlife viewing, and hunting.  They also felt that these opportunities were 

enhanced by the adjacent Sand Dunes WSA’s outstanding primitive recreation 

opportunities.  

  

The ID team concurs that these primitive recreation opportunities are potentially 

available within the unit.  However, the BLM’s 1980 inventory did not find an 

outstanding primitive recreation opportunity in the Sand Dunes inventory unit (see 

Wilderness Inventory, Oregon and Washington, Final Intensive Inventory Decisions, 

November 1980; page 43).   

 

The Lakeview RMP/ROD (Map R-7) shows that off-highway vehicle (OHV) use within 

the Juniper Island unit is limited to existing roads and trails within the unit.  This 

designation limits motorized vehicle use to boundary roads and the 10.3 miles of existing 

primitive motorized routes inside the unit.  However, it does not completely eliminate 

motorized vehicle use within the area.  Further, much of the adjacent Sand Dunes WSA is 

currently open to OHV use and substantial OHV use has increased since the previous 

inventory and occurs there almost year-round.  The noise level associated with this 

motorized activity diminishes or detracts from the potential for a visitor to have a 
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primitive (non-motorized) and unconfined recreation experience within the Juniper Island 

unit. 

 

The recreation opportunities available within the unit are similar to those available 

throughout much of the surrounding Lakeview Resource Area.  The unit does not offer 

any single outstanding primitive and unconfined recreational opportunity, nor does it 

offer an outstanding diversity of recreational opportunities. 

 

For these reasons, the ID team found the primitive and unconfined recreation 

opportunities within the unit are not outstanding. 

 
 

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?  

 

Yes _____ No ____ NA _X_ 

  

Previous Inventory Description:  The previous inventory noted the Lost Forest RNA in 

the north portion of the unit as potentially having some scientific/educational values.  The 

historic Jacksonville-Boise Stage Road (BLM Road 6151-B0) formed the northern 

boundary of the unit. 

 

Current Condition Description:   Supplemental values were not evaluated as the unit 

does not provide outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined 

recreation and, therefore, does not meet the minimum wilderness criteria. 

 

 

Summary of Findings and Conclusion 

 

Unit Name and Number: Juniper Island/OR-015-25 

 

Results of Analysis: 

  

 1.  Does the area meet the size requirements?   _X_Yes  ___No 

 

 2.  Does the area appear to be natural?  __X_Yes  ___No 

 

 3.  Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and 

 unconfined type of recreation?   ____Yes  _X__ No   

 

 4.  Does the area have supplemental values?  ____Yes  ___No  _X__NA 

 

Conclusion (Check One): 

 

_____ The area-or a portion of the area-has wilderness character. 

 

__X__The area does not have wilderness character. 

 



~{#~ &J~i(J $l 

Tom Rasmuss~n, Field Manager Date 

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It 
does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative 
remedies under either 43 CFRpans 4 or 1610.5-2. 

ID Team Members (Names and Titles): 

Todd Forbes, Associate Field Manager 
Paul Whitman, Planning and Environmental Coordinator 
Kim McLean, Outdoor Recreation Planner/Wilderness Specialist 
Theresa Romasko, Associate Field Manager 
Glenn Lorton, Wildlife Biologist 
Breanna Sabin-O'Conner, Recreation Technician 
Casey O'Conner, Range Management Specialist 
Ken Siegrist, Recreation Technician 

Approved by: 

8 



Adel

Plush

Paisley

Lakeview

Westside

Fort Rock

Silver Lake

Alkali LakeSummer Lake

Valley Falls

New Pine Creek

Christmas Valley

Legend
Lakeview Resource Area
Major Utility Corridors
Cities 
Major Roads
Wilderness Unit Boundary

Map 1 - Wilderness Character Evaluation Area

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy, 
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate use with 
other data.  Original data were compiled from various sources. This information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards.  This product was developed 
through digital means and may be updated without notification. 

0 7.5 153.75 Miles

La
ke

 C
ou

nt
y

Kl
am

ath
 C

ou
nty

Lake County



61
21

-B
0

61
94

-00

61
51

-B
B

6111-AA

CNTY 5-14

61
21

-00

7154-00

6141-0-A

BPA corridor

61
11

-B
0

6111-00

6151-B0

6141-A0

6111-B0

6121-00

6121-00

61
21

-00

61
51

-B
B

6151-BB

6151-B0

6111-00

6111-00 6111-00

61
51

-B
B

61
51

-B
B

612
1-0

0

61
51

-B
B

CNTY 5-14

6151-B0

6111-00

6111-00

CNTY 5-14

6151-BB

61
51

-BB

6111-B0

6111-00

6111-B0

6111-00

61
41

-A
0

6111-00

6151-B0

611
1-B

0

6151-B0

6121-00

61
21

-00

6121-00

6151-B0

61
21

-B0

CNTY 5-14

6121-00

61
51

-B
B

6111-00

61
51

-B
B

6151-BB 61
11

-B
0

CNTY 5-14

6121-00

6111-00

611
1-0

0

CNTY 5-14

6121-00

61
21

-00

6151-B0

61
51

-B
B

6151-B0

OR-015-025

Map 2 - Wilderness Character Evaluation - Juniper Island  (Unit OR-015-25)
0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles

Legend
Inventory Unit Boundaries
Motorized Routes
Closed Routes
CHECKDAM
DAM
DEVELOPED SPRING
RESERVOIR
STORAGE TANK
WATER TROUGH
WATERHOLE
WELL
Wildlife Guzzlers
Fences
Utilities
Campsites
Sand Dunes WSA
ACEC Boundary

Land Status
BLM
Other

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy, 
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate 
use with other data.  Original data were compiled from various sources. 
This information may not meet National M ap Accuracy Standards. This 
product was developed  through digital means and may be updated without 
notification.  



6121-00

CNTY 5-14
6111-00

61
11

-A
0

6141-00

BPA corridor

6121-B0

6151-B0

611
1-B

0

61
94

-00

6101-00

7154-00

61
51

-B
B

6151-00

6111-AA

71
54

-B
0

61
64

-D0

614
1-A

0

6101-B0

612
1-C

0

Old 5-14

61
51

-BB

61
51

-B
B

Map 3 - Vegetative Screening based on Juniper Density Classes

Legend
Evaluation Area
Utility Lines
Motorized Routes

Juniper Density Class
High
Medium
Low

0.9 0 0.90.45 Miles



 1 

 

 

Year: 2009   Inventory Unit Number/Name:  OR-015-29A/South Plateau West 

 

FORM 1 

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

 FINDINGS ON RECORD 

 

1.   Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of 

this area? 

 

No   Yes _X_ (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers 

of those units.) 

 

a) Inventory Source: BLM Wilderness Inventory file for Pacific Power and 

Light Company (PP&L) Transmission Line: PP&L Roadless Area File #OR-010-

01-6 (South Plateau) 

 

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):_South Plateau/1-29 _ 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ Proposed Initial Inventory, Roadless Areas and 

Islands Which Do Not Have Wilderness Characteristics, published in Wilderness 

Proposed Initial Inventory, Roadless Areas and Islands which Clearly Do Not 

Have Wilderness Characteristics, USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Oregon 

and Washington (April 1979) 

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lakeview District, Lakeview Resource Area 

 

2.  BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one 

BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer each question 

individually for each inventory unit): 

 

Ownership Size 

(historic 

acres) 

Natural 

Condition? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Y/N 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation? 

Y/N 

Supplemental 

Values? 

Y/N 

BLM 7,680 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Private 0     
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FORM 2 

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY 

CONDITIONS 

 

Unit Number/Name: OR-015-29A/South Plateau West 

   

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?   
   

 Yes __X__ No _____ 

 

Citizen Information Received:  In 2005, the BLM received a citizen proposal from the 

Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) for the 37,873-acre Sand Dunes proposed 

Wilderness Study Area (WSA) Addition.  ONDA included in their information a 

narrative report, maps, photos, photo and route logs, and GIS data with their route and 

photo point data; all of these materials were considered during the BLM’s wilderness 

inventory process for this BLM inventory unit.  The photos submitted by ONDA were 

taken in April of 2004.  They identified the area as having no interior routes which they 

felt met the BLM wilderness inventory definition of a road (see Map, p. 186 of ONDA 

2005).   

 

 Boundary Determination and Consideration of Citizen Information: In April 2008, BLM 

staff reviewed ONDA’s proposal.  In the summer of 2008, members of the BLM staff 

conducted additional field inventory of the area to update the wilderness inventory for 

this area and to gather additional information to supplement ONDA’s wilderness 

proposal.  This field work included photo documentation of the boundary and interior 

routes and a re-evaluation of wilderness characteristics within the area. Using both 

ONDA and BLM photos, field logs, and staff field knowledge, a BLM inter-disciplinary 

(ID) team completed road analyses on the main routes within the proposed area.  The ID 

team met again in October of 2008 and May of 2009. 

 

The results of the route analysis are documented in the road analysis forms contained in 

the wilderness evaluation file.  The BLM ID team determined that several of the routes 

that ONDA identified as primitive “ways” are, in fact, boundary roads.  For this reason, 

the BLM found the proposed WSA is not one large roadless unit, but is comprised of 

several smaller units (Map 1) that are fairly similar to units identified during the 1980 

inventory.   

 

The following evaluation focuses on the potential wilderness character within the South 

Plateau West inventory unit.  The boundaries for this unit are BLM Road 6121-00 on the 

east, County Road 5-14 and private land on the south, BLM Road 6111-00 and private 

land on the north, and BLM Road 6111-00 on the west.  These boundaries are different 

from the unit boundaries defined during the previous inventory.  This unit currently 

contains approximately 8,416 acres BLM-administered lands (Map 2).   

 

Following this boundary determination, the BLM ID team subsequently evaluated the 

wilderness characteristics within this unit.  The results are contained in the following 
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section.  Additional background on the process that the BLM ID team followed during 

this evaluation is contained in the document, Wilderness Inventory Maintenance Process 

for the Lakeview Resource Area, BLM, and the ID team meeting notes contained in the 

wilderness inventory file.   

 

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 

This unit is located approximately 16 miles east of Christmas Valley, in north Lake 

County, Oregon.   It is about 5 miles long by 5 miles wide (Map 2). 

 

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition? 

 

Yes __X___ No ____ N/A _____ 

 

Previous Inventory Description:  This unit was evaluated for wilderness character 

during the environmental analysis for the Pacific Power and Light powerline proposal.  It 

was eliminated from further study in July 1979 because the area “obviously and clearly 

does not have potential for wilderness”.   However, no specific characterization of natural 

condition is contained in the inventory file. 

 

Current Condition Description:   Much of the unit is a relatively flat plateau.  Two rims 

traverse the unit in a northwest-southeast direction.  

 

Since the previous inventory was conducted, three separate wildfires have occurred in 

different portions of the unit (between 1981 and 1984), burning approximately 1,310 

acres.  These burned areas were allowed to revegetate naturally. 

 

Based on vegetation data collected during the ecological site inventory (ESI) in the late 

1990’s, the current vegetation within the unit is a desert sagebrush/grassland community 

dominated by basin big sagebrush, squirreltail, and rabbitbrush. 

 

Approximately 7.6 acres adjacent to County Road 5-14 has been disturbed for use as a 

borrow site.  Approximately 9 miles of open primitive motorized routes and old fire lines 

exist within the interior of the unit, including an open route that traverses through the 

center of the unit (Map 2). The majority of these man-made developments are located in 

the south half of the unit and are substantially noticeable within close proximity (quarter 

mile), but less noticeable from further distances. 

 

For these reasons, the ID team determined that the natural quality of the unit is in a 

predominantly natural condition. 

 

  (3) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for solitude? 

   

 Yes_____ No __X__ N/A _____ 
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Previous Inventory Description:  This unit was evaluated for wilderness character 

during the environmental analysis for the Pacific Power and Light powerline proposal.  It 

was eliminated from further study in July 1979 because the area “obviously and clearly 

does not have potential for wilderness”.   No specific characterization of solitude 

opportunities is contained in the inventory file. 

 

Current Condition Description:    There is no tall vegetative screening present within 

the unit (Map 3).  There is some topographic screening when looking in an east-west 

direction, but no topographic screening when looking in a north-south direction. 

Overall, the shape, vegetation, and topography within the unit do not provide adequate 

screening to be able to avoid the presence of others within the unit.   

 

In addition, County Road 5-14 forms the southern boundary of the unit and is readily 

visible from most locations within the unit.  This road is a main east-west travel route 

across north Lake County and receives a substantial amount of daily traffic.  Vehicles and 

the resulting noise are readily visible and audible from many locations within the unit.   

 

Private lands and associated developments along the north and south boundaries of the 

unit also intrude into the unit and diminish the opportunity for solitude 

 

The airspace above the unit is be used for military training flights.  Though technically 

outside the unit, the noise from low-flying jet aircraft is substantially noticeable when 

training is on-going.   

 

For these reasons, the ID team concluded that opportunities for solitude within the unit 

are not outstanding. 

 

(4) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  

  

Yes _____ No __X__ N/A _____ 

 

Previous Inventory Description:  This unit was evaluated for wilderness character 

during the environmental analysis for the Pacific Power and Light powerline proposal.  It 

was eliminated from further study in July 1979 because the area “obviously and clearly 

does not have potential for wilderness”.   No specific characterization of primitive and 

unconfined recreation opportunities are contained in the inventory file. 

 

Current Condition Description:  In 2005, ONDA noted their larger Sand Dunes 

Addition proposal offered opportunities for hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, 

photography, wildlife viewing, and hunting.  The ID team concurs that these primitive 

recreation opportunities are potentially available within the unit.  At least one primitive, 

dispersed campsite is located along BLM Road 6121-00 on the east side of the unit. 

 

The Lakeview RMP/ROD (Map R-7) shows that off-highway vehicle (OHV) use within 

the South Plateau West unit is limited to existing roads and trails within the unit.  This 
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designation limits motorized vehicle use to boundary roads and the 9 miles of existing 

primitive motorized routes inside the unit.  However, it does not completely eliminate 

motorized vehicle use within the area.  The noise level associated with this motorized 

activity diminishes or detracts from the potential for a visitor to have a primitive (non-

motorized) and unconfined recreation experience within the unit. 

 

The recreation opportunities available within the unit are similar to those available 

throughout much of the surrounding Lakeview Resource Area.  The unit does not offer 

any single outstanding primitive and unconfined recreational opportunity, nor does it 

offer an outstanding diversity of recreational opportunities. 

 

For these reasons, the ID team found the primitive and unconfined recreation 

opportunities within the unit are not outstanding. 

 
 

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?  

 

Yes _____ No ____ NA _X_ 

  

Description: Supplemental values were not evaluated as the unit does not provide 

outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation and, 

therefore, does not meet the minimum wilderness criteria. 

 

 

Summary of Findings and Conclusion 

 

Unit Name and Number: South Plateau West/OR-015-29A_ 

 

Results of Analysis: 

  

 1.  Does the area meet the size requirements?   _X_Yes  ___No 

 

 2.  Does the area appear to be natural?  __X__Yes  __No 

 

 3.  Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and 

 unconfined type of recreation?   ____Yes  _X_ No   

 

 4.  Does the area have supplemental values?  ____Yes  __No  __X_NA 

 

Conclusion (Check One): 

 

_____ The area-or a portion of the area-has wilderness character. 

 

__X__The area does not have wilderness character. 

 

ID Team Members (Names and Titles): 

 



~ (~--_. cP//Y~~ 
Tom Rasmussen, Field Manager Date 

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It 
does not represent a formal land use allocation or afinal agency decision subject to administrative 
remedies under either 43 CFRparts 4 or 1610.5-2. 

Kim McLean, Outdoor Recreation Planner/Wilderness Specialist 
Theresa Romasko, Associate Field Manager 
Glenn Lorton, Wildlife Biologist 
Breanna Sabin-O'Conner, Recreation Technician 
Casey O'Conner, Range Management Specialist 
Ken Siegrist, Recreation Technician 

Approved by: 
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