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Homestead Allotment # 905 Overview

Permittee: Hufford Estate LLC

Public Acres: 12,877 Other Acres: 9,728

Category: M

AUMs of Authorized Use: 685 AUMs

Season of Use: spring, summer, fall, winter (5/1-9/30 = permit dates)
Grazing system: Deferred Rotation

ESI Data and Vegetation Summaries: See Attached Tables

7.5 Minute Topographic Map: Cabin Lake, Cougar Mountain, Fort Rock, Shuab Lake

Locations: See Attached Maps

Special Status Species: The special status species or their habitats occurring within this
allotment are: Sage-grouse, bald eagle, ferruginous hawk, peregrine falcon, burrowing owl,
Townsend’s big eared bat, and pygmy rabbit. Species of high public interest include mule deer,

pronghorn, and antelope.

Other: The area is within mule deer winter range. A small portion of the Devils Garden Area
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and Wildemess Study Area (WSA) occurs within the

Homestead Allotment.

Vegetation: Vegetation on the allotment is predominately Mountain big sagebrush/Western
Needlegrass communities. Rabbitbrush (green, grey), Thurber’s needlegrass, and bitterbrush also
occur throughout most of the Homestead Allotment.
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HOMESTEAD ALLOTMENT # 905

I. BACKGROUND AND GENERAL ALLOTMENT INFORMATION

The Homestead Allotment is located 1 mile north east of Fort Rock, Oregon
(See Attached Map). There is one grazing permit within this allotment, held by Hufford
Estate LLC.

This allotment contains 12,877 acres of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered
land and 9,728 acres of private land. These are encompassed in four pastures.

The vegetation types on this allotment are primarily Mountain big sagebrush/Western
needlegrass. Mountain big sagebrush/ldaho fescue, grey rabbitbrush/squirreltail, Thurber’s
needlegrass, and bitterbrush also occur in the allotment.

The Homestead Allotment supports a diversity of wildlife species. Special status wildlife
species or their habitats that are present within this allotment include the bald eagle
ferruginous hawk, peregrine falcon, burrowing owl, Townsend’s big-eared bat, sage-grouse,
and pygmy rabbit. There are also two species with high public interest. These are mule deer

and pronghom antelope.

. There has been no Evaluation or Allotment Management Plan completed for the Homestead
Allotment to date.

A small portion of the Devils Garden ACEC and WSA occurs within the Homestead
Allotment. It is on the northeast side of the allotment, in the Cummings Pasture, which is

mostly private.

There are no perennial or intermittent streams, riparian or wetland areas within this
allotment.

The Homestead Allotment is managed as a four pasture deferred rotation, and the active
AUMs are in the following table (1). The average actual use for the past seven years is 256
AUMs. The reason for the low average actual use is because permif fees in the past have
taken non use on portions of the allotment (which may have resulted from lack of livestock
water, and the lack of fences.

Table 1
Active
Permittee Permitted Use Suspended Total
Use Use
Hufford Estate LLC 685 0 685




Currently there are no long term trend plots located in the Homestead Allotment. Originally,
there was a trend plot located in the Britt and Webster Seedings (960 acres), but these
pastures were sold in 1996. Trend plots will need to be established to monitor long-term
trend in the Homestead Allotment.

II. STANDARDS FOR RANGELAND HEALTH AND GUIDELINES FOR LIVESTOCK
MANAGEMENT
STANDARD 1 - Watershed Function - Upland
Upland soils exhibit infiltration and permeability rates, moisture storage, and stability that

are appropriate to soil, climate, and landform.

This standard is being met.

Indicators used to evaluate this standard are Soil Surface Factor (SSF) which documents
erosion class and soil susceptibility to accelerated erosion; plant community composition,
and existing vegetation monitoring (forage utilization and trend studies) which indicate plant
and root health. Ecological Site Inventory (ESI) (used for estimation purposes only). Field
surveys to determine ESI were conducted from 1999 through 2001. Please refer to allotment
specific tables and the ESI summary for full vegetative information including plant species,
soil surface factor, observed apparent trend and ecological status.

. SSF data is available on 97% of the area. The acreage without data represents vegetative
areas too small to be mapped, transition zones between vegetative communities and soil
types, and rock outcrops. The majority of the area, 3% has an SSF rating of stable, 93%
slight, and 4% moderate. Overall SSF data indicates the soils in 96% of the assessment arca
are slightly susceptible to wind or water erosion. Areas in the moderate erosion class are not
related to current grazing practices as indicated by livestock utilization, distribution and
grazing management. Grazing management systems have been followed.

Plant cover, is adequate on the Homestead Allotment to capture, store and safely release
moisture associated with normal precipitation events. Litter amounts are adequate for
intercepting raindrop impact and moisture retention. This allotment has and array of plant
species including grasses, forbs, and shrubs enhancing moisture storage and soil surface

protection.

The current livestock grazing system maintains healthy perennial vegetative communities.
Livestock grazing levels have been well below active use for the last seven years. The
proper livestock management has assisted in maintaining perennial vegetation and root health
of perennial vegetation which assists 1n so1l stabilization.

Although this allotment is Jacking long-term monitoring data, it is determined by rangeland
- indicators and professional judgment that this standard is being met in the Homestead
Allotment.




STANDARD 2 — Watershed Function — Riparian/Wetland Areas
Riparian/Wetland areas are in properly functioning physical condition appropriate to soil,
climate, and landform.

This standard is not applicable.

There are neither perennial or major intermittent streams nor associated riparian areas within
this allotment; therefore this standard is not applicable.

STANDARD 3 - Ecological Processes

Healthy productive and diverse plan: and animal populations and communities appropriate
1o soil, climate, and landform are supported by ecological processes of nutrient cycling,
energy flow and the hydrologic cycle.

This standard has been achieved.

Indicators used to evaluate this standard include animal populations, vegetative composition,
presence of weed species, botanical reports, ecological status, Observed Apparent Trend
(OAT), Seral Stage and Potential Natural Community (PNC) from the Lake County ESI
survey (which is preliminary at this time). Field surveys for ESI were completed in 1999
through 2001. Data is used in this assessment for estimation purposes only. Please refer to
the Tables presented in the Allotment Overview for summary of ESI data.

The ESI survey compares the current plant composition to a defined Potential Natural
Community for the identified soil type and precipitation zone. The 1999-2001 ESI data
indicates that 35% of the native plant communities are in Late Seral, 63% are in Mid Seral,

and 2% are in Early Seral.

OAT is a one time trend for the area determined in the 1999-2001 ESI survey. Totals for the
surveyed acreage, show 8% had an OAT indicating upward trend, 81% had a Static trend and
less thanl1% had a downward trend.

The Homestead Allotment shows good diversity of community structure including grasses,
forbs, and shrubs. This diversity ensures that the capture and storage of energy occurs
throughout most of the season. Nutrient cycling is evidenced by litter accumulation and
overall plant productivity. Plants are allowed to cycle by providing grazing management that
provides periodic rest or deferment.

Although this allotment is Jacking long-term monitoring data, it is determined by rangeland
indicators and professional judgment that this standard is being met in the Homestead

Allotment.




Fauna
Much of this area supports healthy diverse wildlife populations. Ecological processes and

species diversity are adequate to make this allotment functional. Standard 3 is being met for
wildlife species in the Homestead Allotment.

Flora
During the allotment tour in 2006, native plant communities were observed to be in healthy

condition. The present day native plant communities appear to be associated with
corresponding soils in a positive sense according to NRCS. With the placement of water
developments and fencing, grazing can be spread out and fewer areas will receive heavy use.
This standard has been met for plant communities in this allotment.

Weeds
There are currently no known noxious weeds in the Homestead Allotment.

There are two noxious weed species found in close proximity to the allotment, with the
potential to invade the allotment. These species are spotted knapweed and diffuse knapweed.
These sites are relatively small in size and occur along roadways, and in the towns of
Christmas Valley and Fort Rock.

Public use occurs on a regular basis in this allotment because of its access and proximity to
Fort Rock. With the mobility of hunters and the increased use of Off Highway Vehicles
(OHVs), the potential for new weed introductions as well as the spread of existing
infestations in this area is increasing.

The County road runs through the allotment, new weed introductions are likely to occur.
These areas are monitored annually and new infestations should be detected and eliminated
before they spread to adjacent acreages.

STANDARD 4 - Water Quality

Surface water and groundwater quality, influenced by agency actions, complies with State
water quality standards.

This standard is not applicable.

There are no perennial or major intermittent surface waters on BLM administered lands
within the Homestead Allotment, therefore this water quality standard is not applicable.

STANDARD 5 - Native, T&E, and Locally Important Species.

Habitats support healthy, productive and diverse populations and communities of native
plants and animals (including special status species and species of local importance)
appropriate 10 soil, climate and landform.

This standard has been achieved.




Aguatic

There are no listed TAE or scnsitive aguatic specics known in the arca.

E“E

Special status wildlife species or [heir habilals present in this allotroent in Jude the bald cugle
(Haliaeetuy leucocephaius), ferrugmous hawk {Hufeo regaiis), peregrine faleon (Falco
perégrinus), burowing owl (Speorpra cumicularia), Townsend’s big-carcd hat (Corvnorkinus
townsendii), sage-grouse (Cenlrorercuy urophavianus), and pygmy rabbit (Srachplagus
fdahoensis). There are also two species with high public inlerest. These ure mule deer
(Odoeaiious hemivmus) and pronghom antelope (Amifocapra americana).

No surveys have been conducted Jot bald eagles, peragrine falcons, or ferruginous hawks
within the allotinent. No nesting habilat is availabie within the sllotment for bald eagles or
peregrine faleons, Itjy suspeeted that bald eagles are occusional visitors 10 miuch of the ares,
fornging on winter killed deer or ather carrion scattered through the allotment, No incidental
sightings of peregrines exisl wilhin the wllognent, bul occasionsl sightings oceur in the
surounding area. Marginal foraging habitat exists within the allotment for peregrine falcons.
Sume marginal nesting habitat for ferruginous hawks on scattered junipers within the
southern end of the allotments and occasional sightings occur within the area. There arc no
resource copllicts for peregrine fajoops. ferruginous hawks or bald eagles.

No ohservations of burmowing owls exist within the vianity of The allotment. It is assumead
that they roay occasionally occur within the allotment. There are no resource vonflicts for

this specics.

There wre no known rovst sites within these allotments for Townsend's big-eared bats,
however known roosting sites do eccar in the lava ficlds adjnocnt 10 the allotment. 1 is
suspeeted that | ownsend's forage across porbons of this allounent. There ure no known

resource conflicts Jor this specics.

Habitms for sage-grouse occur throughout much of this allotment. Sage-grouse numbers are
low within this allotment corupared 10 other sress in Lake County, but are relatively high at
thie Jocation, There are {wo sclive sape-grouse Jek sites withip the allvument. Sagc-prouse
habitats in the allotment consist of 7027 acres (41%) of nerting, 607] seres (36%) of brood,
3632 acres (21%) of winter and 2598 acres (2%) of non-habiist. Al best, this aliotment has the
potential to huve 10872 acres (64%) of pesting, 6071 acres (36%) of brood, and 71 acrcs
{<1%) of non-habnat. No conflicts exist berween livestock 2nd sage-grousc within this
alloment

Habitat is prescot for pyvgny rabbit, hut no known locations exist within this allotment. %o
mventorics have been copducied for (s species within these allotiments. The vesrest known
populations of pygmy rabbils are over 15 miles 1o the south. It is suspected thal pyemy
rubbits could ocour within portions of this allooment. There are no known resowree conflicts

for (his species.



http:habitot.ln

Mule deer inhabit all of this allotment year round. High concentrations of wintering mule
deer also occur in this allotment. Wintering deer depend on bitterbrush and big sagebrush as
winter forage. Both of these browse species are common within this allotment. Wintering
deer will also utilize nearby agricultural fields when available. There is potential for
conflicts to exist between mule deer and cattle grazing within this allotment. These conflicts
arise with fall grazing systems, where livestock can turn their attention to green bitterbrush
rather than dry grasses. If livestock densities are sufficient during these times, livestock use
on bitterbrush can be extensive, High concentrations of wintering mule deer can also cause
extensive use to bitterbrush. It is very difficult to determine the level of utilization when
both livestock and deer occur in these pastures at the same time.

Because of the rest rotation and deferred rotation grazing systems within these allotments, the
season of use can not be adjusted on all pastures. Livestock bitterbrush utilization within
these allotments will not be allowed to exceed 15% of the current year’s growth on two out
of every three years. This can be accomplished by using rotational grazing systems. It is
recommended that allotment utilization monitoring include shrub utihzation to determine
potential future conflicts. There are no major conflicts between livestock and mule deer at

this time.

Pronghomn antelope occur in portions of this allotment. Pronghom use is concentrated mostly
in areas adjacent to private agricultural fields. No major conflicts exist between pronghorn

. and cattle grazing within this allotment.

Overall, this standard is being met for wildlife species within this allotment. Western juniper
is not a major problem within this allotment. Overall wildlife habitats seem to be
maintaining or improving within this allotment. Efforts to improve this standard should
focus on continuing to manage livestock on a rotational grazing system.

Flora
There are no known special status plant species found in the allotment. This area has been

surveyed and no plants were found.

I11. CONFORMANCE TO GUIDELINES FOR LIVESTOCK GRAZING
MANAGEMENT

The Homestead Allotment is being provided with adequate growing season rest and is
meeting the requirements of providing adequate cover for infiltration, moisture storage, and
maintaining diverse plant communities. Providing rangelands with periodic rest during
critical growth periods has, and will continue to promote plant vigor, reproduction and
productivity in the allotment. Livestock grazing management in the Homestead Allotment is
conforming to the guidelines of livestock grazing management (August 12, 1997).




IV. TEAM PARTICIPANTS AND TITLE

Jayna Ferrell Rangeland Management Specialist

Todd Forbes Wildlife Biologist

Erin McConnell Natural Resource Specialist (NRS), Weeds
Alan Munhall Fisheries Biologist

Lucile Housley Botanist

Robert Hopper Supervisory NRS

V. DETERMINATION

Existing grazing management practices or levels of grazing use on the Allotments
promote achievement of significant progress towards the Oregon Standards for
Rangeland Health and conform with the Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management.

() Existing grazing management practices or levels of grazing use on the Allotments
will require modification or change prior to the next grazing season to promote
achievement of the Oregon Standards for Rangeland Health and conform with the
Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management.

. jf A 37+

Field Manager, Lakeview Resource Area Date
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