
 
 

  

  
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 
 
 

 

M  I N U  T  E  S 

Eugene District Bureau of Land Management 

Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act
 

Resource Advisory Committee 
June 10, 2010 


Bureau of Lane Management 

Eugene District Office 


3160 Pierce Parkway, Suite E 

Springfield, Oregon 97477 


MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Category 1: Ross Mickey, Alan Petersen, Betty Jean Keele, and Joanell Mogstad 
Category 2: Dana Dedrick (formerly Erickson), Bob Hart, and Bill Richardson 
Category 3: Don Hampton (for Faye Stewart), Jamon Kent, and Will Tucker 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Category 1: Steve Woodard 
Category 2: James Baker, and Penny Lind 
Category 3: Greg Ringer, and Mitch Wilkinson 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Virginia Grilley, Patricia Johnston, David Bones, Dan Buckwald, Tara Davis, Aaron Eklund, Bill 
Hatton, Dan Howells, Chuck Knoll, Todd Miller, Katie Neall, Bill O’Sullivan, Pam Reber, Mellissa 
Rutkowski, Scott Snedaker, Matt Sterner, Phyllis Trimble, and Jerry Weybright 

1. Welcome and Opening Business 

District Manager and Designated Federal Official Virginia Grilley called the meeting of the Eugene 
District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) for the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act to order at 8:55 a.m.  She welcomed mem-
bers to the District office and invited them to introduce themselves. 

Mr. Grilley reviewed the purpose of the Act and described revisions made in its re-authorization and 
temporary extension.  She stated that the RAC was responsible for making fiscal year 2010-11 rec-
ommendations of projects to be completed within the District totaling $1,062,393. 

In response to a question from Dana Dedrick, Ms. Grilley explained that conflicts of interest regard-
ing any project should be announced, but would not prohibit a member from discussing, ranking, or 
voting on recommendations. 

BLM Title II Project and RAC Coordinator Patricia Johnston added additional information about the 
re-authorized act, reviewed information about RAC member conflicts of interest received from the 
Oregon/Washington BLM office, and explained that the current meeting would decide on funding 
for the third of four rounds of funding. She stated that the terms of all members except Dana 
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Dedrick, Faye Stewart, and Will Tucker would expire at the end of August and that re-application 
for appointment would be required.  She distributed a document entitled “2010 Round 3 – Secure 
Rural Schools Act, Title II Applications” and explained that it replaced the listing of projects dis-
tributed with the Agenda of the meeting. 

Ms. Johnston distributed copies of a document entitled “2010 Round 3 – Secure Rural Schools Act, 
Title II Applications.” She said it was an updated supplement for a similar document distributed 
with the Agenda of the meeting.  She explained that it included a column of funding requests from 
the BLM to help in the implementation of various projects, reflecting staff and other recourses re-
quired to assist in their implementation. 

Jamon Kent asked if unfunded projects from Round 2 would be included in RAC considerations. 
Ms. Johnston replied that “carry over” unexpended funding from projects recommended in the pre-
vious round was included in the current total to be allocated.  She read a list of recommended pro-
jects from the previous round.   

Ross Mickey suggested that the RAC did not need to consider creating a “back up” list of projects as 
a Round 4 meeting would be scheduled. 

Ms. Grilley announced that the RAC should choose a chairperson for the meeting. 

Bill Richardson moved, seconded by Bob Hart, to elect Ross Mickey RAC chairperson.  The mo-
tion was adopted unanimously, 10:0. 

Ms. Grilley explained that two projects presented for consideration had been submitted late due to 
confusion about the application process. 

Chairperson Mickey proposed that the project funding applications from Lane County Youth Ser-
vices and Lane County Sheriff Work Crew be accepted for consideration by the RAC. The pro-
posal was accepted unanimously, 7:0:3, with Ms. Dedrick, Bill Richardson, and Will Tucker ab-
staining from voting.

 2. Project Presentations 

A. Upper Lobster Fish Culvert Replacement 

Civil Engineering Technician Mellissa Rutkowski presented the Upper Lobster Fish Culvert Re-
placement project submitted by the Salem District BLM.  She showed photographs illustrating that 
the existing culvert suffered severe corrosion and rust and was not adequate for the full stream bank 
width. She explained that the replacement project would protect transportation infrastructure, and 
restore and maintain access to Coho, Cutthroat, and Steelhead habitat.  She noted that the National 
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) impact statement for the project had been completed and ap-
proved. 

Ms. Rutkowski stated that the project, as originally presented, would require $137,000 of Title II 
funding. She distributed copies of an alternative methodology for the project which recommended 
replacement of the deteriorated culvert with an open bottom arch costing $209,000.  She said a 
$7,000 BLM appropriated contribution would be made for either option. 
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Members discussed the project. 

B. Upper Lobster Infrastructure Renovation 

Ms. Rutkowski presented the Upper Lobster Infrastructure Renovation project submitted by the Sa-
lem District BLM.  She presented maps of the area and photographs showing deterioration to exist-
ing road systems.  She explained that the renovation would restore road crowns, remove accumulat-
ed debris in road ditches and shoulders, apply surface aggregate as needed, reconstruct unstable cul-
vert catch basins, and construct rolling road drain dips.  She said the project would maintain access 
to BLM, United Stated Forest Service (USFS), and timber industry lands.  She said the roads were 
also used by the public. She noted that the NEPA impact statement for the project had been com-
pleted and approved. 

Ms. Rutkowski stated that the project would require $331,463 of Title II funding and that a $23,000 
BLM appropriated contribution would be made for it.  She said the project was scaleable. 

Members discussed the project. 

C. Linn County Watershed Improvement Program 

Linn County Engineer Chuck Knoll presented the Linn County Watershed Improvement Program 
project submitted by the North Santiam Watershed Council, South Santiam Watershed Council, Cal-
apooia Watershed Council, and Linn County Road Department and sponsored by the Eugene District 
BLM Office.  He said the goal of the project was to coordinate efforts to improve surface and ground 
water quality, and to improve and maintain aquatic habitat and fish passage.  He explained that the 
project would focus on documentation of fish passage barriers and hydraulic flood modeling on the 
Calapooia watershed, and would employ a Regional Monitoring Coordinator and seasonal workers. 
He reviewed photographs of past examples of partnership projects.  He noted that a NEPA impact 
statement for the project was not required. 

Mr. Knoll stated that the project would require $60,000 of Title II funding and that $26,000 in other 
contributions was being sought. 

Members discussed the project. 

D. Camp Creek Restoration and Monitoring 

McKenzie Watershed Council Projects Coordinator Jered Weybright presented its Camp Creek Res-
toration and Monitoring project. He said the purpose of the project was to provide Springfield area 
students with field-based learning opportunities and to improve fish and wildlife habitat and water 
quality. He explained that it would also improve public awareness of and an opportunity to partici-
pate in watershed enhancement.  He showed photographs of the project area.  He noted that a NEPA 
impact statement for the project was not required. 
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Mr. Weybright stated that the project would require $26,070 of Title II funding and that $35,200 in 
other contributions was also planned. 

Members discussed the project. 

Members took a ten minute break in their deliberations at10:20 a.m. 

E. Springfield Mill Race Ecosystem 

Environmental Services Assistant Project Manager Todd Miller presented the Springfield Mill Race 
Ecosystem project sponsored by the Eugene District BLM Office.  He said its purpose was to restore 
habitat conditions along the four-mile side channel of the middle fork of the Willamette River.  He 
reviewed the historic use of the mill race, its current condition, and plans for the project.  He ex-
plained that the project was endorsed by Willamalane Park and Recreation District, Eugene Parks 
and Open Space, Lane Council of Governments, Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council, and 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  He noted that the NEPA impact statement for the project 
had been completed and approved. 

Mr. Miller stated that the project would require $133,000 of Title II funding and that $231,000 in 
funding would come from other resources. 

Members discussed the project. 

F. Calapooia Watershed Council 

Calapooia Watershed Council Executive Director Tara Davis presented the project of her Council 
sponsored by the Eugene District BLM Office which she said would perform landowner outreach 
and create five designs for in-stream restorations on Reach 2 of the middle Calapooia River.  She 
said the project would provide restoration designs for contiguous private and public landowners in-
cluding replacement of fish passage barrier culverts and removal of the Brownsville Dam.  She noted 
that a NEPA impact statement for the project was not required. 

Ms. Davis stated that the project would require $57,000 of Title II funding and that $5,000 in other 
funding would be contributed. 

Members discussed the project. 

G. Siuslaw Restoration and Monitoring Field Crew 

Restoration Project Manager Katie Neall presented the Siuslaw Restoration and Monitoring Field 
Crew project submitted by the Siuslaw Watershed Council.  She said it would employ two or more 
displaced fishers and a field project manager to implement, maintain, and monitor riparian restora-
tion projects on BLM and nearby private land. She added that training crew members to perform 
mollusk surveys would also be included.  She explained that the public benefits of the project were 
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providing job opportunities, adding to the local economy, and positively affecting watershed health 
and salmonid habitat.  She noted that a NEPA impact statement for the project was not required. 

Ms. Neal stated that the project would require $112,174 of Title II funding and that $13,535 in other 
funding would be contributed. 

Members discussed the project. 

H. Northwest Youth Corps Environmental Stewardship 

Ms. Johnston stated that a presenter for the Northwest Youth Corps Environmental Stewardship pro-
ject was not present. She referred to the distributed project application material.   

Chairperson Mickey noted that the Northwest Youth Corps had received Eugene District Title II 
funding for its youth crew work project since the inception of the Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self Determination Act.  He noted that trail and recreation facility construction and mainte-
nance work of the crews helped prepare for the BLM visitor season and addressed deferred mainte-
nance issues at various Eugene District BLM locations. 

Project application information showed that $53,307 of Title II funding was required, that $2,000 
would be provided by BLM monitoring, and $37,451 in other support would be secured.  

I. Long Tom Watershed Fish Passage 

Jed Kaul presented the Long Tom Watershed Council Fish Passage Enhancement project proposals 
for three sites sponsored by the Eugene District BLM Office.  He said their purpose was to restore 
aquatic ecosystems, enhance recreational fishing opportunities, and supplement the local economy. 
He showed photographs illustrating five culverts to be replaced, road maintenance to be performed, 
and maps of riparian areas to be planted with alder and compatible vegetation.  He reviewed specific 
plans for each site. He noted that a NEPA impact statement for the project was not required. 

The representative stated that the project would require $244,158.92 of Title II funding and that 
$18,800 in other funding would be contributed. He said the projects were scalable. 

Members discussed the project. 

J. Seeley Creek Culvert Replacements 

Civil Engineer Aaron Eklund presented the Seeley Creek Culvert Replacements project submitted by 
the Eugene District BLM. He said its purpose was to retain safe, long term access for light vehicles, 
heavy equipment, log trucks, and emergency services in its area.. He described deteriorated, under-
sized and ineffective stream culverts in the Shotgun Creek watershed.  He explained that BLM 
would complete the engineering field work and design, prepare and administer contracts, and con-
duct necessary monitoring for the project.  He noted that a NEPA impact statement had been com-
pleted and approved. 
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Mr. Eklund said the project would require $200,000 of Title II funding and that the BLM would pro-
vide $4,000 of additional services. He said the projects were scalable. 

Members discussed the project. 

K. Upper Shotgun Creek Culvert Replacements 

Mr. Eklund presented the Upper Shotgun Creek Culvert Replacements project submitted by the Eu-
gene District BLM. He showed photographs illustrating seven deteriorated, under-sized, and inef-
fective stream culverts proposed to be replaced to retain safe, long term access for light vehicles, 
heavy equipment, log trucks, and emergency services.  He explained that BLM would complete the 
engineering field work and design, prepare and administer contracts, and conduct necessary monitor-
ing for the project.  He noted that a NEPA impact statement had not yet been prepared or submitted. 

Mr. Eklund said the project would require $272,500 of Title II funding and that the BLM would pro-
vide $28,000 of additional services. He said the projects were scalable. 

Members discussed the project. 

L. Coast Fork Riparian Enhancement and Watershed Education 

Executive Director Pam Reber presented the Coast Fork Riparian Enhancement and Watershed Edu-
cation project submitted by the Coast Fork Watershed Council.  She circulated maps of the area of 
the project and said its focus was on restoration of riparian conditions on private landowners along 
Mosby Creek. She explained that students would be trained to conduct data collection, planting of 
4,000 trees, and monitoring.  She said involvement of private landowners in restoration efforts was 
an important on-going effort of the Council.  She noted that a NEPA impact statement was not re-
quired for the project. 

Ms. Reber said the project would require $112,260 of Title II funding, that federal agency contribu-
tions of $1,450 would be provided, and that $14,925 in other contributions would be required. 

Members discussed the project. 

M. Lane County Youth Services 

Division Head Matthew Sterner described the program of the Lane County Youth Services Martin 
Luther King Junior Education Center. He said the project proposal sponsored by the Eugene District 
BLM Office and was an essential element of it.  He explained that it provided youth team crews to 
work on a variety of campground and road maintenance, noxious weed control, facility and trail con-
struction, litter removal, and other projects identified by the BLM.  He distributed copies of a docu-
ment entitled “Lane County Department of Youth Services – Bureau of Land Management Partner-
ship.” He explained that the program was part of the vocational programming of the Center with the 
goal of reducing recidivism among youth of the community.  He showed photographs of participants 
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working on past projects. He noted that a NEPA impact study for the project had been completed 
and approved. 

Mr. Sterner said continuation of the project would require $120,750 of Title II funds and that 
$41,750 in other contributions would be used. 

Members discussed the project. 

N. Lane County Sheriff’s Work Crew 

Sheriff Deputies David Bones and Dan Buckwald presented the Lane County Sheriff’s Work Crew 
project sponsored by the Eugene District BLM. They distributed and reviewed a document which 
provided details of the accomplishments Work Crews, data of Deputy and Inmate time supported by 
the project, and illustrated work on fisheries enhancement, noxious weed removal, seed orchard 
maintenance, and facilities, roads, and campgrounds maintenance.  They emphasized that the project 
provided a flexible, and useful labor force for BLM work. 

The Deputies said continuation of the Work Crew project would require $228,456 of Title II funds 
and explained that $24,000 would be a “roll-over” of unused funds from the previous year.  They 
said the project was scalable. 

Members discussed the project. 

O. Abandoned Vehicle Removal 

Field Manager Bill Hatton presented the Eugene BLM District Abandoned Vehicle Removal project. 
He explained that derelict cars, trucks, recreation vehicles and other large items were a threat to 
clean water and other forest values. He described the contaminating dangers of metals, petroleum 
products, acids, and other dangerous components of abandoned vehicles.  He reviewed past success-
es of the BLM contractor for the project. He noted that a NEPA impact study was not required. 

Mr. Hatton said continuation of the project would require $25,000 of Title II funds. 

Members discussed the project. 

Members took a thirty minute break in their deliberations at 12:15 p.m. 

3. Public Forum 

A Public Forum was included in the Agenda of the meeting at 12:30 p.m.  It was determined that 
there was no one present wishing to present testimony regarding the project presentations and alloca-
tion of Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act Title II funds. 
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4. Committee Deliberations and Recommendations 

Members separated into Category groupings, deliberated to determine consensus funding proposals, 
re-gathered as a Committee, presented Category recommendations, and negotiated until unanimous 
funding recommendations were achieved, as follows: 

Project Funding 
Requested 

Category 
One Rec-
ommenda-

tions 

Category 
Two Rec-
ommenda-

tions 

Category 
Three Rec-
ommenda-

tions 

Final Consensus 
Funding 

Recommendations 

A. Upper Lobster Creek 
- Culvert 

$121,000 $121,000 $0 $209,000 $209,000 

B. Upper Lobster Creek 
Infrastructure 

$331,463 $0 $0 $0 $0 

C. Linn County Water-
shed Improvement 

$60,000 $0 $0 $60,000 $0 

D. Camp Creek Resto-
ration and Monitoring 

$26,070 $6,000 $6,000 $26,470 $26,400 

E. Springfield Mill 
Race 

$133,000 $6,000 $6,000 $0 $0 

F. Calapooia Watershed 
Council 

$57,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 

G. Siuslaw Restoration 
and Monitoring Crew 

$109,174 $0 $0 $109,174 $0 

H. Northwest Youth 
Corps Environmental 
Stewardship 

$53,307 $53,307 $53,307 $53,397 $53,307 

I. Long Tom Fish Pas-
sage Enhancement 

$244,158 $0 $229,158 $50,000 $226,410 

J. Seeley Creek Culvert 
Replacements 

$200,000 $200,000 $200,000 $0 $0 

K. Upper Shotgun 
Creek Culverts 

$272,500 $200,000 $150,000 $76,300 $150,000 

L. Coast Fork Riparian 
Enhancement 

$112,260 $0 $0 $58,343 $0 

M. Lane County Youth 
Services 

$120,750 $143,750 $143,750 $143,750 $143,750 

N. Lane County Sher-
iff Work Crew 

$228,456 $228,456 $228,456 $28,456 $228,456 
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O. Abandoned Vehicle 
Removal 

$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 

Totals $2,094,138 $983,513 $1,041,671 $839,890 $1,062,323 

Alan Petersen moved, seconded by Bill Richardson, to recommend to the Eugene District Manag-
er that the Final Consensus Funding Recommendations for implementation in the 2010 Round 3 Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act process.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously, 10:0. 

Jamon Kent moved, seconded by Alan Petersen, to recommend to the Eugene District Manger 
that funds not used in the implementation process be “rolled over” to the next year.  The motion 
was adopted unanimously, 10:0. 

Ms. Grilley expressed appreciation for the service of RAC members.  She reminded members who 
terms were to expire in 2010 that they needed to submit an application for re-appointment before the 
end of August. She said Ms. Johnston would continue to serve as Project and RAC Coordinator. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

(Recorded by Dan Lindstrom) 
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