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Decision Record 

Warner Roost Salvage  
 
Based upon that attached Categorical Exclusion (DOI-BLM-OR-E060-2009-0008-CX), I have 
determined that the proposed Warner Roost Salvage project does not involve significant 
impacts to the human environment and requires no further environmental analysis. This 
decision is in compliance with both the 1995 Eugene District Resource Management Plan, as 
amended, and the 2008 Eugene District Resource Management Plan. 
 
It is my decision to implement the Warner Roost Salvage project, authorizing the salvage 
harvest of approximately 30 acres of BLM managed land located in T. 15S., R. 2W., sections 21 
and 29. Operations will be conducted with ground-based equipment from existing roads and 
skid trails. Seasonal restrictions for bald eagle disturbance would be observed.  
 
The decision to implement this project may be protested under 43 CFR 5003 – Administrative 
Remedies. In accordance with 43 CFR 5003.2, the decision for this project will not be subject to 
protest until the notice of sale is first published in the Eugene Register-Guard. This published 
notice of sale will constitute the decision document for the purpose of protests of this project (43 
CFR 5003.2b).  Protests of this decision must be filed with this office within fifteen (15) days 
after the first publication of sale. 
 
As interpreted by the BLM, the regulations do not authorize the acceptance of protests in any 
form other than a signed, written hard copy that is delivered to the physical address of the 
Eugene BLM District Office.  
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 

William O’Sullivan       5/26/09 

_______________________________    __________________ 
William O’Sullivan       Date 
Upper Willamette Resource Area Manager     

 
 
  



United States 
Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 
Eugene District Office 

Categorical Exclusion Documentation 
Categorical Exclusion No. DOI-BLM-OR-E060-2009-0008-CX 

Warner Roost Salvage  
 

A. Background 

Location of Proposed Action: T. 15S., R02W., Section 21, S½SW¼ (Unit C), Section 29, 
SE¼SW¼, SW¼SE¼ (Unit A), and Section 29 NE¼SE¼, SE¼SE¼  (unit B), within the 
Administratively Withdrawn (Bald Eagle Management Areas) Land Use Allocation.  

Description and Purpose of Proposed Action:  The proposed action is to salvage 
approximately 30 acres of wind-thrown trees. Approximately 10 acres of the affected area 
would be replanted. The Unit delineations are as follows: 

 Unit A = 13 acres 

 Unit B = 6 acres 

 Unit C = 9 acres 

Specific direction for Bald eagle management areas directs the BLM to include management 
treatments that would to reduce fuel loading and accelerate tree growth and vigor (2008 
RMP, pg. 59), and provide for salvage harvest of timber consistent with management 
objectives for other resources (1995 RMP, pg. 84).  

 Project Design Features: 

 Use existing roads and skids (no new road construction is anticipated). 

 Retain where possible standing trees. 

 Retain where possible downed woody debris of decay classes 3, 4, and 5. 

 Wash logging equipment, using a water pressure hose prior to entry on BLM lands to 
prevent the spread of noxious weeds. 

 Ground base yard all acres from existing roads and skids. 

 Perform site preparation by grapple piling on approximately 13 acres (unit A).  

 Plant up to 600 Douglas-fir trees per acre. 

 Retain a minimum of 250 lf/acre of downed woody debris in accordance with the Warner 
Roost Environmental Assessment OR090-05-07; windthrown trees previously marked as 
wildlife trees would be available for salvage or CWD. 

 In Unit C, observe seasonal restrictions for bald eagle disturbance from November 15 to 
March 15 in accordance with the Warner Roost Environmental Assessment OR090-05-
07. 

B. Land Use Plan Conformance 

This project is in conformance with both the Eugene District’s 2008 Record of Decision and 
Resource Management Plan (2008 ROD/RMP) and the 1995 Record of Decision for 
Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents 
within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (Northwest Forest Plan {NSO-ROD} USDA 
Forest Service and USDI Bureau of Land Management, April 1994), and the 1995 Eugene 
District Resource Management Plan (1995 RMP) including the 2007 Record of Decision To 



Remove the Survey and Manage Mitigation Measure Standards and Guidelines from 
Bureau of Land Management Resource Management Plans within the Range of the 
Northern Spotted Owl.   

C. Compliance with NEPA 

 The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9(C)(8), as 
follows: 

Salvaging Dead or dying trees not to exceed 250 acres, requiring no more than 0.5 mile of 
temporary road construction. Such activities: 

a. May include incidental removal of live or dead trees for landings, skid trails, and road 
clearing. 
 

b. May include temporary roads which are defined as roads authorized by contract, permit, 
lease, other written authorization, or emergency operation not intended to be part of the 
BLM transportation system and not necessary for long-term resource management. 
Temporary roads shall be designed to standards appropriate for the intended uses, 
considering safety, cost of transportation, and impacts on land and resources; and 
 

c. Shall require the treatment of temporary roads constructed or used so as to permit the 
reestablishment, by artificial or natural means, of vegetative cover on the roadway and 
areas where the vegetative cover was distributed by the construction or use of the road, 
as necessary to minimize erosion from the disturbed area. Such treatment shall be 
designed to reestablish vegetative cover as soon as practicable, but at least within 10 
years after the termination of the contract. 
 

d. For this CX, a dying tree is defined as a standing tree that has been severely damaged 
by forces such as fire, wind, ice, insects, or disease, and that in the judgment of an 
experienced forest professional or someone technically trained for the work, is likely to 
die within a few years. Examples include, but are not limited to: 
 
(i) Harvesting a portion of a standing damaged by a wind or ice event 

 
(ii) Harvesting fire damaged trees. 

 This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because the proposed action is in 
accordance with 516 DM 11.9(C)(8) and there are no extraordinary circumstances 
potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The Eugene District 
has reviewed the proposed action, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described 
in 516 DM2 apply. 

 

 

 

 



C. Categorical Exclusions Extraordinary Circumstances Documentation 

THE PROPOSED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ACTION WILL: YES NO 

1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety.  X 

 Rationale: All proposed activities follow established Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration rules concerning health and safety. 
The proposed salvage area is in a remote, forested location outside of 
population centers. 

  

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique 
geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, 
recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; 
national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; 
prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains 
(Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 
other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

 X 

 Rationale:  The project area is not within and does not contain any of 
the natural or geographic areas described above.  Seasonal operating 
restrictions in Unit C would avoid potential noise disturbance to nearby 
roosting bald eagles, the migratory birds of greatest concern.  Removal 
of downed wood, with the specified retention levels, would not change 
overall stand function; therefore there would be no significant impacts 
to other migratory birds. 

  

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved 
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA 
Section 102(2)(E)]. 

 X 

 Rationale:  The proposed action salvages approximately 30 acres.  
There are no predicted environmental effects from the proposed action 
which are considered to be highly controversial nor are there 
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses. 

  

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects 
or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

 X 

 Rationale: The proposed action would salvage approximately 30 acres.  
There are no predicted effects from the proposed action that are highly 
uncertain, potentially significant, unique, or involve unknown risks. 

  

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in 
principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental 
effects. 

 X 

 Rationale: Salvage of windblown trees has taken place throughout the 
State of Oregon and the Eugene District for years.  There is no 
evidence that this action has potentially significant environmental 
effects; it does not commit the BLM to pursuing further actions; and it 
would not establish a precedent or decision for future actions with 
potentially significant environmental effects. 

  

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant 
but cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

 X 



THE PROPOSED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ACTION WILL: YES NO 

 Rationale:  Based upon review of the project, and given current 
conditions on the grounds, the Eugene District did not find any 
resource issues of concern that would be affected by this action. 

  

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on 
the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the 
bureau or office. 

 X 

 Rationale:  There are no eligible or listed properties within the proposed 
salvage area.   

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, as 
an Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on 
designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

 X 

 Rationale: The area to be salvaged has been recently analyzed as part 
of a previous project: The Warner Roost Project EA-05-07. As part of 
that project it was determined that there were no significant impacts to 
species listed or proposed to be listed as an Endangered or 
Threatened Species, nor have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species. 

  

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement 
imposed for the protection of the environment. 

 X 

 Rationale:  The proposed action conforms to the direction given for the 
management of public lands in the Eugene District ROD/RMP, which 
complies with all applicable laws, such as the Clean Water Act and 
others. 

  

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or 
minority populations (Executive Order 2898). 

 X 

 Rationale:  The logging and milling of the wood from this site, as well 
as the subsequent tree planting and other restorative activities would 
provide job opportunities.  These opportunities are available to all 
qualified people, regardless of their economic or ethnic status. 

  

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal 
lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect 
the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

 X 

 Rationale:  This project would not limit access or ceremonial use of 
Indian sacred sites; furthermore, previous cultural resource surveys did 
not find cultural resources within the project area.    

  

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of 
noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the 
area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion 
of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and 
Executive Order 13112). 

 X 



THE PROPOSED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ACTION WILL: YES NO 

 Rationale:  The proposed action would not result in measurable 
changes to the current baseline of the risk, or actual introduction, 
continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive 
species in or from the project area.  This is because the Eugene BLM 
would implement a project design feature requiring that logging 
equipment be washed using a water pressure hose prior to entry on 
BLM lands as directed by the Authorized Officer.  

Existing and likely continuing activities including, but not limited to, 
motor vehicle traffic, recreation use, rural and urban development, road 
construction, timber harvest, and natural processes can contribute to 
the introduction, existence, and spread of noxious weeds/invasive 
species.  Vehicles accessing the project area for the proposed action 
would stay on existing roads (no additional roads are proposed), 
reducing the potential of picking up and dispersing noxious weeds or 
seed.  The proposed action would not introduce any vector for spread 
or introduction beyond such vectors already found. 

  

D.   Review 

During the design of this Proposed Action I gave special consideration to the potential for 
significant impacts to:  threatened and endangered or bureau sensitive species of fish, 
wildlife, and plants; cultural resources; noxious weeds; and soil/hydrologic resources.  
Where appropriate, Eugene BLM has completed surveys for these resources and 
implemented management recommendations where deemed necessary.  The project design 
features included in Section A of this Categorical Exclusion Documentation will further 
protect these resources from the potential for significant impacts resulting from 
implementation of the Proposed Action.  Implementing this categorical exclusion in a timely 
manner would enable the BLM to reduce the potential of insect infestation and fire risk, and 
recover some economic value of the damaged timber. 

 

William O’Sullivan          5/26/09 

Authorized Official          Date 
       

 
E. Contact Person and Reviewers 

For additional information concerning this Categorical Exclusion review, contact Daniel 
Couch, Upper Willamette Resource Area Supervisory Forester, (541) 683-6448. 


