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BACKGROUND 

 

The Eugene District of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has considered a proposal for insect 

and noxious weed control and other integrated pest management activities at the Travis Tyrrell Seed 

Orchard.  BLM has prepared a Determination of NEPA Adequacy (DOI-BLM-OR-E000-2011-0001-

DNA) which concluded that the proposed action was adequately analyzed in the Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) for Integrated Pest Management at Tyrrell Seed Orchard (June 2005), Seed 

Orchard General Operation Activities Categorical Exclusion DOI-BLM-OR-E000-2010-00015-CX, 

and Seed Orchard Recycling – Orchard Establishment Categorical Exclusion DOI-BLM-OR-E000-

2009-00012-CX.  The Tyrrell Seed Orchard is a centralized tree seed orchard designed to provide 

genetically improved Douglas-fir seed for BLM’s Coos Bay, Roseburg and Eugene districts and for 

ten private timber and seed companies.  Protecting cone crops from insect damage is necessary in 

order to meet the seed needs for the BLM and private cooperators.  The purpose of the action is to 

control cone insects which cause damage and seed loss to orchard cone crops, to control the spread of 

noxious weeds, as well as, perform other integrated pest management activities relevant to daily 

orchard operations.  There is a need for control of cone insects in 25 seed production units (about 72 

acres) and for control of noxious weeds (about 12 acres) in 2011.  There is also a need for conducting 

operational actions throughout the year for orchard development, vegetation control, maintaining 

orchard health, and cone harvest.   

 

DECISION 

 

I have decided to implement the proposed action:  aerial or ground application of esfenvalerate, stem 

injection of imidacloprid, ground application of dicamba, glyphosate, picloram and other integrated 

pest management activities, as described in the DNA (p. 1). 

 

REASONS FOR THE DECISION 

 

Considering the content of the DNA, the EIS for Integrated Pest Management at Tyrrell Seed 

Orchard, Orchard General Operation Activities CX, Seed Orchard Recycling – Orchard Establishment 

CX and the management direction contained in the RMP, I have decided to implement the action as 

described above.  My rationale for this decision follows: 

 

 The action addresses the need as stated in the EIS for Integrated Pest Management at Tyrrell 

Seed Orchard and the DNA (page 1).  Aerial applications of esfenvalerate were successfully 
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completed in 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 at the orchard.  Systemic 

applications of imidacloprid were successfully completed in 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009 and 

2010 at Tyrrell.  All pesticide and fertilizer use would be conducted in a manner similar with 

typical application rates and areas to those analyzed in the EIS. 

 

 Non-pesticide integrated pest management practices proposed for use in 2011, such as 

planting, tilling, pruning, dead and dying tree removal, pile burning, stump grinding, 

mowing, fertilization, thinning and cone collection would be conducted in a manner similar 

to those discussed in the EIS and CXs (DNA, pages 4-5). 

 

 The action has been adequately analyzed in the EIS for Integrated Pest Management at 

Tyrrell Seed Orchard (DNA, pages 1-8).  

 

 The action is consistent with applicable land use plans, policies, and programs (DNA, pages 

1-2). 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

ESA consultation has been completed with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  NMFS 

issued a conference opinion on January 13, 2005, as amended on February 9, 2005, that identified 

conservation recommendations to protect essential fish habitat, and applicable terms and conditions 

should coho salmon be listed.  The terms and conditions and conservation recommendations of the 

February 9, 2005 conference opinion were incorporated into the selected alternative analyzed in the 

Final IPM EIS and the decision, and will take place regardless of the species ESA listing status.  The 

BLM reinitiated consultation with NMFS when Oregon Coast coho salmon were listed in 2008 and 

requested that the February 9, 2005, conference opinion be formally adopted as a biological opinion 

(BO).  NMFS adopted the conference opinion on September 25, 2008; which expired February 9, 

2010.  In August 2009, the BLM reinitiated consultation for a new five-year consultation with NMFS. 

On December 1, 2009, NMFS issued a letter of concurrence (LOC), as amended on December 23, 

2009, for aerial application of insecticide esfenvalerate for which the terms and conditions are still in 

effect.  On August 9, 2010, NMFS issued a BO, as amended on October 20, 2010, that concluded that 

the proposed action would not likely jeopardize the continued existence of Oregon Coast coho salmon 

(Oncorynchus kisutch) nor adversely modify designated critical habitat. 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued a Letter of Concurrence for Fiscal Years 2010/2013 Activities 

in the North Coast Province Which Might Disturb Spotted Owls or Marbled Murrelets (USFWS 

Reference 13420-2009-I-0152), stating that orchard disturbance may affect, but is not likely to 

adversely affect these species.  (DNA, pages 2 and 3)  

 

PROTEST PROVISIONS 

 

This forest management decision may be protested under 43 CFR 5003 - Administrative Remedies.  

In accordance with 43 CFR 5003.2, the decision for this project will not be subject to protest until the 

notice of decision is published in the Eugene Register-Guard on January 19, 2011. This published 

notice of decision will constitute the decision document for the purpose of protests of this project, 43 

CFR 5003.2(b).  Protests of the decision must be filed with this office within 15 days after first 

publication of the notice of decision.  As interpreted by BLM, the regulations do not authorize 
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acceptance of protests in any form other than a signed, paper document that is delivered to the 

physical address of the BLM office.  Therefore, e-mail or facsimile protests will not be accepted. 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

 

If no protest is received by the close of business (4:15 P.M. Pacific Standard Time) on February 3, 

2011, this decision will become final.  If a timely protest is received, this decision will be 

reconsidered in light of the protest and other pertinent information available in accordance with 43 

CFR 5003.3. 

 

 

 

Approved by:    /s/ Virginia Grilley____                                              _January 10, 2011                                             

    Eugene District Manager     Date 


