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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

Background: The West Eugene Wetlands project is a resuit of the West Eugene Wetlands Special Area Study
(WEWSAS) Plan, a comprehensive wetlands planning effort involving the City of Eugene, Lane County, the Environmental
Protection Agency, Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Qregon Department of Environmental Quality, the Oregan Division of State Lands, Lane Council of Governments, the
Nature Conservancy and extensive public involvement. The plan has been adopted by the City of Eugene and Lane
County. Implementation of the plan requires the acquisition of land to create a system of wetland resources that are linked
together by the main waterways running from the western portions of the City of Eugene to the west. The lands to be
acquired contain high quality wetlands and remnants of Willamette Valley native prairie (with populations of: one federally
listed endangered animal species, two federally listed endangered plant species, one federally listed threatened piant
species, and several BLM Sensitive plant and animal species), as well as medium quality and modified wetlands where
enhancement and restoration projects could be conducted in the future 1o reestablish wetland corridors and green ways.
Funding to acquire lands for the project was appropriated by Congress in 1991 and continued funding is anticipated for
several years.

Proposed Action: The proposed action is to acquire fee simple title to a 46.12 acre tract of land within the West Eugene
Wetlands acquisition project pursuant to the authority of Section 205 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1715), Congress has directed the acquisition of lands for the West Eugene Wetlands through the specific
appropriation of Land and Water Conservation Funds for the project. The subject acquiaition will result in the transfer of
fee simple interest in land to the United States of America. Mineral development potential for all locatable minerais and
for all leasable minerals other than oil and gas is low. Oil and gas potential is considered to be moderate. No specific
plans to change the management direction of the subject lands following federai acquisition have been developed. Any
such changes or projects proposed in the future will undergo NEPA analysis as they arise, including proposails to offer the
subject land for oil and gas lease.

Review: The proposed action meets the criteria for Departmental Categorical Exclusion 1.9 (516 DM 2, Appendix 1), and
none of the exceptions in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply.
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW
Exception Criteria Review Checklist

Proposed Action:__Acquire fee title to 46.12 as part of the West Eugene Wetlands Project for wetland values.

Review the proposed action against each of the ten criteria listed below. If the project meets one or more of the criteria, it
is an exception from categorical exclusion and MUST be analyzed in an EA or EIS. To qualify as a Categorical Exclusion
the proposed action may not meet any of the criteria. if the criterion does not apply, indicate "Not Applicable.” Any
mitigation measures (such as contract stipulations or terms and conditions on permits) necessary to ensure that the
proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion should be identified at the bottom of the page.

Exceplion Criteria i Comments
1. Have sngmﬁcam adverse effects on pub[ic health or Not applicable
safety

2. Have adverse effects on unique resources (i.e., parks, | Not applicable
recreation, refuge lands, wildemess areas, wild or

scenic rivers, wetlands, flood piains, etc.)
Have highly controversial environmental effects Not applicable
4. Have highly uncertain environmental effects orinvolve | Not applicable
| unique or unknown environmental risks
5. Establish a precedent that could result in significant Not applicable
impacts
6. Be directly related to other actions having cumulatively | Not applicable
significant effects
7. Have adverse effects on cultural or histarical Not applicable X
resources e‘wb"
8. | Have adverse effects on species listed or proposed as | Not appllcable(:ﬂ.“ 7"““‘""““ . veavla-rey \ W[ "
threatened or endangered or have adverse effect on - @ 23 W/ o 'ﬁi&?
designated critical habitat for these species. édiél/n‘q Qﬂcﬁ //'&q 260 m% /
9. Require compliance with E.0. 11988 (flood plain Not appllc.able

management), E.O. 11990 (protection of wetlands), or
the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act

10, Threaten to violate Federal, State, Local or Tribal law Not applicable
or requirements imposed for the protection of the
environment

Mitigation measures needed to qualify as CE. None.

]

) a < ;a:‘cp
Reviewed By: : ; w7 Date: __S- 59/

Above mitigation measures have been adopted and will be implemented.

Area Manager '%47&?/ M Date: 5;/ /5 / o[
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