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In Reply Refer To: 
1792/9113 (ORC030) 
DOI-BLM-OR-C030-2011-0007-EA 
North Fork Ridge Road Re-Route EA 
 
June 30, 2011 
 
Dear Concerned Citizen: 
 
The Coos Bay BLM has prepared a Scoping Document for the North Fork Ridge Road Re-Route 
Environmental Assessment. The Scoping document and associated maps are now posted on the 
District Internet site: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/index.php. 
 
The BLM proposes to construct a road re-route of the North Fork Coquille Ridge Road that 
connects the Middle Creek Access Road and the South Fork Coos road system due to an active 
landslide area located at milepost 1.9 on BLM road #27-10-6.0.  The re-route would involve new 
construction of 0.21 miles of new road within the Late-Successional Reserve Land Use 
Allocation (LUA) as defined in the 1995 Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan. 
 
You are invited to submit written comments on any issues or concerns that you may have 
regarding this proposal by July 30, 2011. Comments which are helpful to the analysis process are 
those which identify new scientific or technical information, determine the scope of issues to be 
addressed, and express site-specific concerns related to the proposed action. Opinions agreeing 
or disagreeing with current laws and policies are not helpful in refining the proposed action, and 
will not be considered. 
 
Please direct requests for hard copies of the scoping documents, questions or comments to Coos 
Bay District BLM, 1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, OR 97459-2000, Attn: Emily Kleber. Emily 
may also be reached by phone (541-751-4352), fax (541-751-4303) or e-mail 
BLM_OR_CB_Mail@BLM.gov, Attn: Emily Kleber. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
/s/ A. Dennis Turowski 
 
A. Dennis Turowski 
Umpqua Field Manager 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/index.php
mailto:BLM_OR_CB_Mail@BLM.gov
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SCOPING DOCUMENT 
 

Dear Citizen: 
 
The following information and the enclosed maps briefly describe a Proposed Action for the 
development of the North Fork Ridge (NFR) Road Re-Route Environmental Assessment (EA 
No: DOI-BLM-OR- C030-2011-0007-EA). 
 
The USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Coos Bay District Office is preparing an 
Environmental Assessment for the construction of a road re-route to connect the South Fork 
Coos Road system to the Middle Creek Road system. The Proposed Action would build 0.21 
miles of new road through Late-Successional Reserve Land Use Allocation (LUA) as defined in 
the 1995 Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan (1995 RMP). 
 
Project Summary 
The BLM proposes to re-route the North Fork Ridge Road due to a large, active landslide on 
BLM road # 27-10-6.0 at mile post (m.p.) 1.9. BLM Road # 27-10-6.0 is a main arterial road that 
connects Middle Creek Access Road to the North Fork Ridge and South Fork Coos River road 
systems. 
 
Location 
The location is about 8 miles east of the 4-Corners junction in Fairview. The project is located in 
T. 26 S., R.10 W., Sections 30 and 31, Willamette Meridian, Coos County, Oregon. 
 
Need for the Project 
North Fork Ridge Road connects two major road systems: South Fork Coos Road to the north 
and Middle Creek Road to the south. Since 2006, access to these road systems has been limited 
due to the closure of BLM road # 27-10-6.0 at m.p. 1.9 by a landslide. This road failure has 
resulted in a detour of about 26 miles for vehicles to drive around the slide area; this limits 
administrative and public access. More critically, the road closure also limits movement by fire 
suppression authorities in the event of a wildfire.  
 
Project Objectives (Purpose) 
The objective of this project is to re-establish important administrative, fire suppression and 
public access between the two road systems described above. 
  



On March 31, 2011, the United States District Court for the District of Columbia vacated and 
remanded the administrative withdrawal of the Coos Bay District’s 2008 Record of Decision and 
Resource Management Plan (Douglas Timber Operators et al. v. Salazar). 
 
Accordingly, the Coos Bay District will design new projects to conform to the management 
objectives, land use allocations, and management direction set out in the 2008 ROD and RMP. 
However, due to continuing uncertainty regarding planning in western Oregon, the BLM will 
design projects so that they are also not inconsistent with the 1995 RMP. As a result, while some 
new projects may include design features not mentioned specifically in the 2008 ROD and RMP, 
these projects will nonetheless be consistent with the goals and objectives of the 2008 ROD and 
RMP. 
 
Existing land use planning objectives relevant to this project are: 
1995 RMP Objectives 

1. Develop and maintain a transportation system that serves the needs of users in an 
environmentally sound manner. Arterial and major collector roads will form the 
backbone of the transportation system in the planning area (p. 69). 

• Construct roads in Late Successional Reserves if the potential benefits of 
silvilculture, salvage and other activities exceeded the costs of habitat impairment. 
If new roads are necessary to implement a practice that is otherwise in accordance 
with these guidelines, they will be kept to a minimum, routed through unsuitable 
habitat where possible, and designed to minimize adverse impacts. 

 
2008 RMP Objectives 
Any action alternative to be given serious consideration as a reasonable alternative must meet the 
objectives provided in the ROD/RMP for projects to be implemented within the planning area. 
The ROD/RMP and applicable statutes specify the following objectives to be accomplished in 
managing the lands in the project area: 

1. Provide legal access to BLM-administered lands and facilities to support resource 
management programs (p. 45) by: 

• Provide legal access to BLM-administered lands and facilities to support resource 
management programs. 

 

You are invited to submit written comments on any issues or concerns that you may have 
regarding this project by July 30, 2011. Comments which are helpful to the analysis process are 
those which identify new scientific or technical information, help determine the scope of issues 
to be addressed, and express site-specific concerns related to the proposed action. Opinions 
agreeing or disagreeing with current laws and policies are not helpful in refining the proposed 
action, and will not be considered.  
 
Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public 
review at the address listed below during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), 
Monday through Friday, except holidays, and may be published as part of the EA document or 
other related documents. Individual respondents may request confidentiality. Before including 
your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your 



comment, you should be aware that your entire comment – including your personal identifying 
information – may be made publically available at any time. While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so.  
 
Please direct requests for hard copies of the scoping documents, questions or comments to Coos 
Bay District BLM, 1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, OR 97459-2000, Attn: Emily Kleber. Emily 
may also be reached by phone (541-751-4352), fax (541-751-4303) and e-mail 
BLM_OR_CB_Mail@BLM.gov, Attn: Emily Kleber. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
A. Dennis Turowski 
 
A. Dennis Turowski 
Umpqua Field Manager  
 
Enclosures:  Vicinity map 
  Scoping Map 



H
H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H
H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

£¤58

£¤126
£¤126

£¤138

£¤38

£¤42

£¤138£¤101

£¤101

£¤101

£¤97

£¤97

Ø5

Ø5

Medford

Roseburg

Coos Bay

Reedsport

Brookings

Port Orford

VICINITY    MAP
North Fork Ridge Road Re-Route Project 
EA No. DOI-BLM-OR-C030-2011-0007-EA

Umpqua Field Office
COOS BAY DISTRICT BLM

P a
 c 

i f 
i c

    
    

O 
c e

 a 
n

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

Coos Bay Wagon Rd

Lav
ern

e P
ark

 Rd

Mid
dle

 Cr
k R

d

Mo
on

 Cr
k R

d

N 
Fk

 R
dg

 R
d

Fairview

±

CALIFORNIA

OREGON

0 0.5 1
Miles

United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Coos Bay District
1300 Airport Lane

North Bend,  OR 97459
541-756-0100

email:  OR_CoosBay_Mail@blm.gov
website:  www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay County Road

Paved RoadNo warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy,
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate use

with other data.  Original data were compiled from various sources and may
be updated without notification.

Project AreaProject Area



Road Failure

Potential Re-Route

31

30

36

01

06

32

29

05

North Fork Ridge Road Re-Route Project

Proposed Re-Route
Road Failure
Paved Road
Gravel Road
Natural/Unk Surface Road
BLM Administered Land
Private or Other Lands

Mapped
Area

T2
7S

R10WR11W

T2
6S

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management

Coos Bay District Office
Umpqua Field Office

Fairview

Mapped Area

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy,
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate use
with other data.  Original data were compiled from various sources and may
be updated without notification.

0 1 2 3 Miles

Current 
Drive-Around

0 0.50.25
Miles


	North Fork Ridge Re-Route EA Scoping ltr.pdf
	North Fork Ridge Re-Route EA Scoping.pdf
	VicinityMap_8x11.pdf
	ProjectArea_8x11.pdf

