
IN REPLY REFER TO 

5820/1792 (ORC030) 
Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA, OR125-05-01 
East Weatherly Helipond Restoration Project 
 
April 8, 2013 
 
Dear Concerned Citizen: 
 
I have signed the Decision Record for implementation of the East Weatherly Helipond Restoration project. The 
project was analyzed in the Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids Environmental Assessment (EA) OR125-05-01 which 
concluded with a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) dated February 1, 2008. Part of the Proposed Action 
Alternative was to restore and improve the man-made fire helipond located in T. 21 S., R. 08 W., Section 19 
Willamette Meridian.  
 
The Proposed Action will cover approximately 1.6 acres and consists of 0.3 acre of tree removal within the 
General Forest Management Area (GFMA) and 1.3 acres within the Riparian Reserve (RR) land use allocations 
within the original right-of-way and a portion of the original foot print of the helipond area. Physical 
improvements to the East Weatherly Helipond will include removal of the existing butyl rubber liner and 
installation of a new concrete liner. Existing roads totaling 0.65 miles that provide access to the pond will be 
renovated and improved including repair or replacement of culverts where necessary and application of a lift of 
surface rock. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has posted these documents on the District Internet 
site: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/plans/index.php . 
 
The decision to implement this forest management project may be protested under 43 CFR 5003-Administrative 
Remedies. As outlined in 43 CFR 5003 (a) and (b), the protests of a forest management decision may be made 
within 15 days of the publication date of the decision notice and shall contain a written statement of reasons for 
protesting the decision. In accordance with the regulations, this notice constitutes the decision document for the 
purpose of protests which must be filed by close of business (4:30 p.m.) on April 26, 2013 with the Umpqua Field 
Manager, A. Dennis Turowski, at the Coos Bay District Office, 1300 Airport Lane, North Bend Oregon, 97459. 
As interpreted by BLM, the regulations do not authorize acceptance by the BLM of protests in any form other 
than a signed, paper document that is delivered to the physical address of the BLM office within the 15-day 
period. Therefore, email, verbal, or facsimile protests will not be accepted. 
 
For further information, contact Bill Elam, Project Lead, at 1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, Oregon 97459 or 
(541) 756-0100, or email at BLM_OR_CB_Mail@blm.gov, Attn: Bill Elam. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ A. Dennis Turowski 
A. Dennis Turowski 
Umpqua Field Manager 
 

  
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Coos Bay District Office 

1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, OR 97459 
Web Address: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay 

E-mail: BLM_OR_CB_Mail@blm.gov 
Telephone: (541) 756-0100 Toll Free: (888) 809-0839 Fax: (541) 751-4303 

 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/plans/index.php
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

5820/1792 (ORC030) 
Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA, OR125-05-01 
East Weatherly Helipond Restoration 
 

DECISION RECORD 
East Weatherly Helipond Restoration 

 
Background: 
The Umpqua Field Office, Coos Bay District Bureau of Land Management (BLM), using input from District 
resource staff and public input, prepared the Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids Environmental Assessment (EA 
OR125-05-01) which concluded with a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) dated February 1, 2008. Part 
of the Proposed Action Alternative was to restore and improve the man-made fire helipond located in T. 21 S., R. 
08 W., Section 19 Willamette Meridian (EA pp. 23-24).  
 
Decision: 
It is my decision to implement the East Weatherly Helipond Restoration project that will treat approximately 1.6 
acres designed to; (1) ensure an adequate volume of water is available for emergency fire-suppression operations, 
(2) improve road access for fire engines and water tenders and, (3) enhance safety clearances for the ingress and 
egress of emergency fire-suppression helicopters. The treatment consists of 0.3 acre of tree removal within the 
General Forest Management Area (GFMA) and 1.3 acres within the Riparian Reserve (RR) land use allocations 
within the original right-of-way and a portion of the original foot print of the helipond area. Restoring a flight 
path for helicopters will result in approximately 57 mbf of 43 to 55 year old trees being removed and sold. 
Physical improvements to the East Weatherly Helipond include removal of the existing butyl rubber liner and 
installation of a new concrete liner. Existing roads totaling 0.65 miles that provide access to the pond will be 
renovated and improved including repair or replacement of culverts where necessary and application of a lift of 
surface rock. 
 
The East Weatherly Helipond Restoration project was not part of any timber sale units proposed for harvest in the 
EA, but was considered as a stand-alone project that would be undertaken when funding to implement the 
renovation was received. On September 20, 2012, the Coos Bay Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) approved 
funding for the project under Title II of Public law 112-141 as reauthorized in 2012.  
 
The Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA included a complete list of Project Design Features (EA pp. 13-33) 
designed to avoid or minimize impacts on resources as part of the Proposed Action. These and additional features 
are incorporated as site specific measures in the specifications for the East Weatherly Helipond Restoration 
project. The following is a brief summary of some of these Design Features: 
 
Harvest Systems 
 

• Trees within the boundaries of the project area will be cut and removed using ground based systems when 
soil moisture is below 25 percent. 

 
 
 
 

  
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Coos Bay District Office 

1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, OR 97459 
Web Address: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay 

E-mail: BLM_OR_CB_Mail@blm.gov 
Telephone: (541) 756-0100 Toll Free: (888) 809-0839 Fax: (541) 751-4303 
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Road Renovation/Improvement 
 

• Road renovation and improvement activities requiring soil displacement will be limited to the dry season. 
• Bare soil areas created from restoration/renovation activities would be mulched and seeded with native 

grass species. 
 
Conformance and Compliance: 
This project was developed under the direction of the 1995 Coos Bay District Record of Decision and Resource 
Management Plan (1995 ROD/RMP). The analysis supporting this decision tiers to the Final Coos Bay District 
Proposed Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (USDI 1994). This 1995 Record of 
Decision is also supported by, and consistent with, the 1994 Final Environmental Impact Statement on 
Management of Late-successional and Old-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the Northern 
Spotted Owl and its associated Record of Decision (USDA/USDI 1994). 
 
On December 17, 2009, the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington issued an order in 
Conservation Northwest, et al. v. Sherman, et al., No. 08-1067-JCC (W.D. Wash.), granting Plaintiffs’ motion for 
partial summary judgment and finding NEPA violations in the Final Supplemental to the 2004 Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement to Remove or Modify the Survey and Manage Mitigation Measure Standards 
and Guidelines (USDA and USDI, June 2007). In response, parties entered into settlement negotiations in April 
2010, and the Court filed approval of the resulting Settlement Agreement on July 6, 2011. Projects that are within 
the range of the northern spotted owl are subject to the survey and management standards and guidelines in the 
2001 ROD, as modified by the 2011 Settlement Agreement. 
 
I have reviewed the NEPA documents for the East Weatherly Helipond Restoration project and have determined 
it is consistent with the Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan as amended by the 2001 Record of 
Decision and Standards and Guidelines for Amendments to the Survey and Manage, Protection Buffer, and other 
Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines (2001 ROD), as modified by the 2011 Settlement Agreement. 
The exemption does not apply and required surveys have been completed on the project where habitat is 
available. 
 
Proposed activities that may affect listed wildlife species within the project area were submitted for consultation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in accordance with Section 7(A)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 [16 U.S.C. 1536(A)(2) and (A)(4) as amended]. A Letter of Concurrence dated June 29, 2007 was received 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in which they concurred that the proposed actions are “not likely to 
adversely affect” the northern spotted owl and the marbled murrelet. 
 
Subsequent review of the project area by the Umpqua Field Office wildlife biologist concluded that the project 
area is not located within 2012 NSO Critical Habitat; nor any new or existing NSO home ranges; nor any new or 
known MAMU or bald eagle habitats. 
 
Based on analysis by the Umpqua Field Office fisheries biologist, it has been concluded that the proposed 
activities in the Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA project area will not adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH). Projects addressed in the EA have been determined to have “no effect” on the listed Oregon Coast coho 
and its critical habitat. Therefore, consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is not 
warranted. 
 
Analysis also concluded that implementation of the Proposed Action will not increase the likelihood or the need 
to list any Special Status Species as identified in BLM Manual 6840 and BLM OR/WA 6840 Policy. Botanical 
Special Status Species surveys have been completed on the project for which surveys are practical or those 
species included in the 2008 State Director’s Special Status Species List. 
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The Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA (EA #OR125-05-01) resulted in a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI), thus development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. 
 
Public Involvement: 
In response to public comments, the EA was edited where appropriate to clarify the description of the various 
thinning prescriptions and the reserve language as it applies to selected species within the forest management 
activities. Since these edits provided clarification, did not change the action prescription, and were therefore not 
substantial, a revision of the EA was not warranted. Accordingly, the Environmental Assessment and existing 
Finding of No Significant Impact fully cover this forest management action and constitute BLM’s compliance 
with the requirements of NEPA. These documents are available for inspection at the Coos Bay District Office. 
 
Decision Rationale: 
It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action Alternative as it applies to implementing the East Weatherly 
Helipond Restoration project described in the Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA (EA # OR125-05-01) for the 
following reasons: 
 

• It is consistent with the Proposed Action Alternative and meets the purpose and need described in the 
Umpqua River-Sawyer Rapids EA (EA pp. 4-6). The No Action Alternative fails to address the purpose 
and need for action and does not meet the management objectives. 

 
• The project is in conformance with the 1995 Final - Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan and 

Environmental Impact Statement (RMP) and its 1995 Record of Decision, as supplemented and 
amended. The East Weatherly Helipond Restoration project meets the objectives and management 
directions for the GFMA, and Riparian Reserve land use allocations. 

 
• It complies with other major applicable laws, regulations, and Bureau policies. 

 
• It provides for cost effective management (through enhanced wildfire suppression capability) that will 

enable implementation of these management objectives while providing collateral economic benefits to 
society. 

 
Administrative Remedies: 
The decision described in this document is a forest management decision and is subject to protest by the public. 
In accordance with Forest Management Regulations at 43 CFR Subpart 5003 Administrative Remedies, protests 
of this decision may be filed with the authorized officer A. Dennis Turowski within 15 days of the publication 
date of the notice of decision advertisement in The World, Coos Bay, Oregon. 
 
43 CFR § 5003.3 subsection (b) states: “Protests shall be filed with the authorized officer and would contain a 
written statement of reasons for protesting the decision.” This precludes the acceptance of electronic mail (email) 
or facsimile (fax) protests. Only written and signed hard copies of protests that are delivered to the Coos Bay 
District Office will be accepted. The protest must clearly and concisely state which portion or element of the 
decision is being protested and the reasons why the decision is believed to be in error. 
 
43 CFR § 5003.3 subsection (c) states: “Protests received more than 15 days after the publication of the notice of 
decision or the notice of sale are not timely filed and shall not be considered.” Upon timely filing of a protest, the 
authorized officer shall reconsider the project decision to be implemented in light of the statement of reasons for 
the protest and other pertinent information available to him. The authorized officer shall, at the conclusion of the 
review, serve the protest decision in writing to the protesting party (ies). Upon denial of a protest, the authorized 
officer may proceed with the implementation of the decision as permitted by regulations at 5003.3(f). 
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If no protest is received by the close of business (4:30 p.m.) within 15 days after publication of the decision 
notice, this decision will become final. If a timely protest is received, the project decision will be reconsidered in 
light of the statement of reasons for the protest and other pertinent information available, and the Coos Bay 
District Office will issue a protest decision. 
 
For further information, contact Bill Elam at 1300 Airport Lane, North Bend, Oregon, 97459 or (541) 756-0100, 
or email at BLM_OR_CB_Mail@blm.gov Attn: Bill Elam. 
 
A. Dennis Turowski     April 8, 2013 
_________________________________  ______________________ 
A. Dennis Turowski     Date 
Umpqua Field Manager 
 
Enclosure: East Weatherly Helipond Restoration Project Map (1 page) 
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy,
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate use 
with other data. Original data were compiled from various sources and mayGFMA - General Forest Management Area be updated without notification. 
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