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Wagon Road Pilot Project 

Field Tour #2 

September 14, 2011  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

Field Tour Summary   

 

Logistics:  The group started at the Mill Casino driving to Frona Park and then the entrance 

road to the pilot area where the tour met up with other participants.  The whole group parked 

on the pilot project site and then conducted group presentations and question/comment sessions 

at two different locations on the site.  The sessions started with introductory comments by the 

Coquille Tribe and BLM and continued with a round of introductions by all participants.  

Sessions included specific presentations and discussions about three topics: red tree voles, bear 

grass, and retention aggregates.  BLM, Coquille Tribe, and Professors Johnson and Franklin 

also responded to questions and entertained comments on all aspects of the pilot.  Professors 

Johnson and Franklin, the Coquille Tribe, and Coos Bay BLM ended the site tour with closing 

comments.  Participants then returned to their transportation modes and left the site.   

 

Attendance:  Around 50 individuals attended the tour representing a variety of interests, 

including environmental groups, timber industry, elected officials, public citizens, students 

from Dr. Franklin’s class, and BLM and Tribal employees.  A list of attendees is attached. 

 

Coquille Tribe and BLM Introductory Comments:  Key comments included the following –  

 Coquille Tribe 

o This pilot is a learning process that uses the principles of Professors Franklin 

and Johnson to demonstrate them and it is a work in progress.  

o BLM and the Tribe have worked closely together in a coordinated fashion, and 

used the bear grass treatment as a specific example of this coordination. 

o Monitoring will be important. 

o This field tour is focused on the pilot, not the Tribe’s larger landscape scale 

proposal for the Coos Bay Wagon Road lands. 

 Coos Bay BLM 

o NEPA scoping period was extended in consideration of public request to do so. 

o There were five response comments on NEPA scoping.  The common themes 

included comments on monitoring, reforestation, endangered species, and 

Survey and Manage. 

o Pilot schedule (on handout). 

 

Red Tree Voles:  A short presentation was made regarding the red tree vole, including the 

following key points –  

 Important food source for spotted owls. 

 Tribe was lead on surveys. 

 6 active and 6 inactive nests found. 

 Retention of nests and 220 foot buffer (one tree height). 

 Approximately 25 acres reserved. 

 Included in aggregate retention calculations.  
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Questions: How are roads indicated on maps through the red tree vole buffer 

addressed?  

 

Bear Grass:  The Coquille Tribe presented information about a bear grass area within the 

pilot.  Bear grass is a member of the Lily Family and is used by Tribal members for basket-

making.  Its presence in the pilot indicates that there was an open area in the stand that was 

likely a burn area, since bear grass often thrives after fires.  While it can survive in the forest 

canopy, it fares better in open areas.  The area within the pilot is in the upper reaches of a 

riparian area.  The proposed management of the area is to enhance bear grass conditions while 

meeting Riparian Reserve objectives.  This is an example of the coordination between the 

BLM and Tribe in providing for the Tribe’s cultural need and demand for this resource and is 

not associated with demonstrating the principles of Professors Johnson and Franklin.  

 

Questions: A question was asked if treatment this area, which is part of a riparian 

corridor, would violate the provisions of the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP)?  A 

follow-on question related to the fact that bear grass is a dry land plant and not natural 

in a riparian zone, so can it be justified to support in a riparian corridor when it could be 

stated that it does not improve riparian habitat or help aquatic species?   

 

Retention Aggregates:  The Tribe made a brief presentation about the principles of retention 

aggregates as the essence of the pilot, and that the Tribe and BLM worked closely on 

identifying these areas.  Their efforts included identifying areas that had special features, such 

as large trees, broken topped trees, biological legacies, large components of downed wood, 

unique tree species, included red tree vole areas and buffers, and were spread somewhat evenly 

across the pilot area.  They looked for areas that would be ¼ to 2 acres in size.  The process 

involved on-the-ground surveys, LIDAR, and software technology that helped in identifying 

areas with these special features, and substantial coordination between the Tribe and BLM.   

 

Questions:  A question was asked if the process the Tribe and BLM used in identifying 

these areas could be scaled up to larger areas in order to meet the principles of the 

professors.  One participant asked representatives on the tour who might be potential 

bidders on the timber sale if this sale would be practical for them to bid on. 

 

Professor Franklin provided the group with some of his insights.  He emphasized that the pilot 

and principles are attempting to achieve multiple goals and objectives.  He indicated that his 

interactions with staff for all three pilots, and specifically on this pilot with the Coquille Tribe 

and BLM, indicates they are excellent professionals and can be relied upon to provide a viable 

timber sale that meets the principles.  To date he has been very impressed with the quality and 

professionalism of the field staff and others working on this pilot.  He feels strongly that the 

vision he and Professor Johnson have provided shouldn’t be lost, and that the field staff are 

there to translate that vision into an on-the-ground timber sale, and that from his observations 

they are on the right track to do so.  He also noted that one thing he had learned in the Coos 

Bay pilot is to not go into the field in February! 

 

General Discussion and Questions: The following is a summary of key comments, and 

questions from discussions not directly related to red tree voles, bear grass, or retention 

aggregates. 

 What is the history of this stand?  What is the Marbled Murrelet Density Management 

Area?   
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 Seed Banks – clarification on statement that conifer tree seed banks don’t exist.   

 A question was asked about the long-term Tribe management plans.   

 A question was asked if individual trees would be left in areas of the pilot that would be 

the prime cutting areas.   

 A question was asked about how Port-Orford-cedars would be addressed.  

 One participant made the following points: An observation that the retention aggregates 

in this pilot are smaller than for the Roseburg pilot.  There was concern about blow 

down impacts for individual trees.   

 Substantial discussion occurred around the replanting approach for this pilot.  Some 

concern was expressed about why any replanting is being considered when a major goal 

is to maintain early serial forest conditions (early successional conditions) for as long as 

possible and it seems that planting 200 trees per acre will shorten such conditions.  

Also, one participant indicated their interest in seeing the Environmental Assessment 

include an alternative that included no replanting. 

 A few questions were asked of those who had expressed concerns about replanting on 

why they were so concerned about this.  A discussion ensued around the fire history of 

the pilot area.   

 Some concern was raised about the likelihood of invasive species establishing in the 

pilot area. 

 In response to a question on the timing of the environmental review and sale, 

participants were referred to their handout which included a schedule. 

 A question was asked of BLM if their current thinning harvest levels are sustainable.   

 

Close Out Comments: 

 Professor Norm Johnson made closing comments including: 

o Expansion of this type of forest practice used on this pilot will be the future for 

the BLM on moist forests. 

o He salutes the BLM and Tribe for their excellent work on this pilot. 

o He indicated that the coastal province is one of the most studied provinces in the 

world. 

o He provided the group with two thoughtful questions – how much early serial 

forest remains and how much do we need? 

o He expressed his support for the Coquille Tribe and their cultural needs, and 

indicated he was excited about the opportunity provided in this pilot for bear 

grass to be incorporated, protected, and enhanced. 

 Professor Jerry Franklin made closing comments including: 

o Reiterated his positive impression with the field staffs from the Tribe and BLM. 

o Indicated his support for this pilot and the fact that it is exhibiting the principles 

that he and Professor Johnson are espousing. 

o Thanked everybody for their participation. 

 Coquille Tribe made the following closing comments: 

o The Tribe is looking for solutions and learning from the pilot. 

 BLM made the following closing comments: 

o Reiterated the schedule. 

o Thanked everybody for their participation and for the great questions and 

comments, and how these will help them as they develop the pilot and the 

environmental review. 
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Wagon Road Pilot – Field Trip Registration List* 

Name Affiliation 

Alex Thomas UW^ 

Amy Amrhein Public 

Andy Kerr Public 

Barbara Underwood Public 

Bill Underwood Public 

Bob Wheeler Facilitator 

Cassie Gamm Public 

Danielle Lange UW 

Emily Fales UW 

Francis Eatherington Public 

Gail Wells Public 

James Nielsen Public 

Jeff Shindler Public 

Jessica Potter-Bowers UW 

John Mazzacavallo UW 

Joseph Patrick (Pat) Quinn Public 

Julia Reed UW 

Marcello Molinaro UW 

Miles LeFevre UW 

Miranda Fix UW 

Nick Cady Public 

Rachel Mickey UW 

Randy Spivak Public 

Rick Spring Public 

Sean Jeronimo UW 

Tiffany Chan UW 

Val Chu UW 

Van Manning Public 

 

* The BLM and Coquille Tribe representatives are not included on the list. 

^ UW – University of Washington students attending Dr. Franklin’s field trip to the pilot.  


