










to an resurgent population of barred owls. That's a lot of preconditions that undercut 
FWS' modeling assumptions. 

(b) Carbon storage - Global climate change is a new and significant threat not only 
to imperiled species, but also whole forest ecosystems and human communities. To 
reduce the severity of and mitigate for global climate change requires, among other 
things, that the global carbon cycle be managed to store more carbon, especially 
carbon-rich ecosystems like mature & old-growth forests of the Oregon Coast Range. 

Commercial logging in stands over 80 years old likely comes with significant costs in 
terms of forgone carbon storage. This project will result in a net emissions of about 5 
thousand metric tons (megagrams (MG)) of C02. A program of such timber sales will 
result in orders of magnitude more emissions. Given the significance ofthe threat 
posed by climate change, it is difficult to imagine anything to justify logging mature 
& old-growth forests. Conservation of older forests not only helps mitigate climate 
change but also provides a variety of other benefits, including clean water, habitat 
imperiled species, as well as sport fish & game, and quality of life that helps diversify 
the economy and stabilize communities. 

The O&C Act mandates that BLM manage for permanent forest production, 
watershed protection, and community stability, all of which are threatened by climate 
change. BLM therefore has a duty to make meaningful efforts to mitigate climate 
change by optimizing carbon storage in long-lived mature & old-growth forests. 

(c) Climate change - A warmer world with more seasonal extremes of wet and dry 
also creates uncertainty about our ability to sustain older forests, and about whether 
we can create functional old forests starting from young, planted stands. If climate 
change brings increasing frequency and severity of drought and natural disturbance, it 
may be harder to sustain existing older forests and harder to establish new forests and 
sustain them through long periods of forest succession required to reach habitat goals 
for imperiled species like spotted owls, marbled murrelet, and salmon. This means 
that "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush" so we should retain all the older 
forests that we currently have (and carefully nurture likely recruitment forests). 

(d) Dead wood standards - Large accumulations of dead wood are essential for 
meeting objectives for fish & wildlife habitat, water quality, and carbon storage. Past 
and ongoing forest management has greatly reduced the prevalence of large snags and 
dead wood. Northwest Forest Plan standards for dead wood are based on an outdated 
"potential population" methodology which greatly underestimates the number of 
snags needed to meet the needs of a variety of species associated with dead wood. 
Rose, C.L., Marcot, B.G., Mellen, T.K., Ohmann, J.L., Waddell, K.L., Lindely, D.L., 
and B. Schrieber. 2001. Decaying Wood in Pacific Northwest Forests: Concepts and 
Tools for Habitat Management, Chapter 24 in Wildlife-Habitat Relationships in 
Oregon and Washington (Johnson, D. H. and T. A. O'Neil. OSU Press. 
2001) http://web.archive.org/web/20060708035905/http://www.nwhi.org/inc/data/GI 
Sdata/docs/chapter24.pdflfmore dead trees are needed, that means many more live 

Page 6 






























