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Dear Aimee:  
 

 Our chapter representatives attended the public meeting and field trip hosted by you and the 

Coquille Indian Tribe regarding the Coos Bay Wagon Road Pilot Project.  Following are our scoping 

issues requested by you at these meetings. 

 

- We feel that a silvicultural prescription should be prepared that addresses and describes the specific 

actions (including marking guides and timing) to be taken with this project.  The following should be 

included in this prescription and treated as issues in the EA: an economic analysis assessing all 

management over a given rotation for each alternative; methods of site preparation and release 

(particularly shrub species, alder and western hemlock regeneration); intermediate harvests and a final 

regeneration harvest. 

 

- During the June 1
st
 field trip there was disagreement about planting 200 tpa following regeneration 

harvest.  From our extensive experience we feel strongly that planting is a vitally important action 

following any regeneration harvest.  We feel this should be analyzed carefully and reliance on natural 

regeneration should consider the impact of shrub growth, compliance with Oregon’s Forest Practices 

Act and your agency’s experience in achieving satisfactory reforestation in similar situations. 

 

- Your agency has expended significant funding to develop genetically improved seed.  Will stock from 

this seed be used to reforest areas treated with a regeneration harvest?  This important detail and 

rationale for this decision should be fully disclosed and explained in the EA. 

 

- Because of the nature of this proposed action, stand management activities described in the 

silvicultural prescription will be unusually expensive.  At a time of a weak economy and federal budget 

reductions, where will the funds come from and will it be assured and sustainable in the long term? 

 

- In any type of silvicultural practice where residual trees or clumps will be retained there is a potential 

for serious windthrow, especially near the coast.  This should be assessed in either the silviculture 

prescription or EA.  In particular are there areas that present greater risk?   We suggest considering the 

research findings in the report “Wind in the Forests of Southeast Alaska and Guides for Reducing 

Damage” (USFS PNW-GTR-244) or other pertinent research on this subject matter.  

 

We appreciate the opportunity to be involved in the planning of this important project. 
 

 

James Nielsen, Policy Chair 

Coos Chapter, OSAF  

P.O. Box 1560 

Coos Bay, OR 97420 


