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New Camping Restriction at Bastendorff Beach 
 

COOS BAY, Ore. – The Bureau of Land Management’s Coos Bay District is implementing an 

immediate restriction on overnight camping on public lands at Bastendorff Beach starting 

September 7, 2011.  

 

Camping on the 111 acres of BLM land in the Bastendorff Beach area will be limited to 24 hours 

within any 14 day period. The limit had been 14 days within any 28 day period. The reduced 

camping limit will be in effect until September 30, 2013. A map of the lands where camping is 

restricted is available on the internet at www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay, and will be posted 

throughout the Bastendorff Beach area.  

 

“We are seeing more and more safety and sanitation problems associated with the long term 

camping that is occurring at the beach” said Dennis Turowski, Umpqua Field Manager for the 

BLM. “The recent stabbing underscored the need for us to take action to deal with this problem 

right now. As the land manager, it’s our responsibility to provide a safe and clean place for people 

to recreate.” 

 

Criminal activity associated with the long term, residential camps at Bastendorff Beach has 

become a rapidly growing problem for the BLM, Coos County Sheriff’s Department, Oregon State 

Parks and Oregon State Police. Between January 2010 and March 2011, Coos County Sheriff’s 

Department responded to 303 incidents at the beach. Long term camping at the site has also 

spawned several additional issues, including unattended campfires, many complaints by adjacent 

homeowners, and unsanitary conditions.  

 

“We’re hoping a 24 hour camping limit will still allow visitors to enjoy a night on the beach, but 

keep the problems associated with people living at the site at bay because it will be easier to 

enforce,” said Turowski. 

 

Since 2009, the BLM, Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department, and Coos County have 

been working together with the public to develop the Bastendorff Beach Cooperative Management 

Plan. All of the partners recently approved the plan, which calls for a 24 hour camping limit. The 

BLM must publish the proposed rule in the Federal Register, allow time for public comment and 

publish a final rule before a permanent change in the camping limit will take effect. A copy of the 

cooperative management plan is available at: 

www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/plans/activityplans.php 

 
About the BLM:  The BLM manages 245 million acres of public land known as the National System of 

Public Lands. The lands are primarily located in 12 Western states, including 75 million acres in 

Alaska. With a budget of about $1 billion, the bureau also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay
http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/coosbay/plans/activityplans.php
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Restriction order to manage residential camping
at Bastendorff Beach in Coos County, Oregon. 
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Restriction area limiting
camping to 24 hours 
within any 14 day period. 

Note, some land 
ownership boundaries 
are estimated and are 
not based on offical 
survey records. 

Æ Parking Area Confederated Tribesü 

Land Administration State of Oregon
Bureau of Land Management Coos County ± 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Private or Other 0 500 

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy,
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate useU.S. Coast Guard Feet	 with other data. Original data were compiled from various sources and may
be updated without notification. 




