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As the Nation’s principal
conservation agency, the Department
of the Interior has responsibility for
most of our nationally owned public
lands and natural resources. This
includes fostering the wisest use

of our land and water resources,
protecting our fish and wildlife,
preserving the environmental and
cultural values of our national

parks and historical places, and
providing for the enjoyment of life
through outdoor recreation. The
Department assesses our energy
and mineral resources and works to
assure that their development is in
the best interest of all our people.
The Department also has a major
responsibility for American Indian
reservation communities and for
people who live in Island Territories
under U.S. administration.
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Introduction

This Planning Update is part of the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) continuing commitment to keep
you informed of the management of public lands in southeastern Oregon. Planning Updates, like this one, are
published periodically, usually on an annual basis for all BLM Districts in Oregon and Washington. It is our
hope this update will help you understand land management decisions and current proposals occurring within
the BLM’s Burns District including Three Rivers and Andrews/Steens Resource Areas (RA). This document
is not intended to be a comprehensive description of all activities, but rather a summary of land use plan
implementation activities completed in Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 and activities planned for FY'10.

The Burns District manages over three million acres of public lands located primarily in Harney County
(southeastern Oregon) and is divided into two RAs: Andrews/Steens RA and Three Rivers RA. The two RAs
are further divided into lands contained within the boundary of Steens Mountain Cooperative Management

and Protection Area (CMPA) and those outside the boundary; in Andrews RA, the latter is referred to as the
Andrews Management Unit (AMU). The two RAs differ in the major types of management activities that occur
due to differences in types of natural resource values present.

Previous Planning Update documents are available in hardcopy or electronically on the Burns District’s Plans
and Projects Web page at http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/burns/plans/index.php

What You Can Find In This Document

Updates like this one are usually published annually. While the format is flexible, major sections similar to
those described below will be included in each edition.

Summary of Work: This section identifies the FY accomplishments and work proposed for the following year.
Usually only exceptional work or issues are discussed. Additional information is available to individuals upon
request.

Rangeland Program Summary: This section outlines progress being made in implementing rangeland
management objectives identified in the RA's land use plans and identifies recent actions in allotments.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Register: Listed in this section are those NEPA documents
completed in FY09 and documents initiated in FY10.

Appendices:
* An Acronym/Abbreviation Guide: A list of acronyms and abbreviations used throughout the document.

* Resource Management Plan (RMP) Maintenance Sheets: Minor changes, refinements, or clarifications
in the RMP including incorporating new data are called plan maintenance actions. Plan maintenance
actions do not expand the scope of resource uses or restrictions or change terms, conditions, or
decisions of the approved RMPs. Maintenance actions are not considered plan amendments or
revisions and do not require formal public involvement and interagency coordination. However, these
types of actions are reported in Planning Updates.

» Categorical Exclusion (CX) Guide: Provides a definition and use of CXs specific to the Forestry
Program.
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Summary of Work Accomplishments

This document is not intended to be a comprehensive description of all activities, but rather a summary of land
use plan implementation activities, both accomplished and planned. For additional information, please contact
the Burns District Office.

This summary includes FY09 accomplishments and planned work for FY 10 for the following:
» Terrestrial Habitat and Species Management
* Noxious Weeds
* Special Areas
*  Cultural Resource Program
* Recreation
*  Woodlands and Forest Management
*  Minerals
* Land Tenure Adjustments, Access and Rights-of-Way (ROW)
» Hazardous Materials
*  Wildfire and Fuels Management
* Law Enforcement
» Wild Horse and Burro (WHB) Program

e Volunteers and Outreach

The following table (Table S-1) provides a summary of resource management actions, directions, and
accomplishments for the AMU and CMPA RMPs. A table is not represented for the Three Rivers RMP due to
its completion date (1992) and new requirements for Planning Updates since then.

Land use plans are periodically evaluated to determine if decisions remain relevant to current issues, if
decisions are effective in achieving (or making progress toward achieving) desired outcomes, if any decisions
need to be revised, if any decisions need to be dropped from further consideration, and if any areas require
new decisions. In making these determinations, the evaluation should consider if mitigation measures are
satisfactory, if there are significant changes in the related plans of other entities, and if there are new data of
significance to this plan.

Plan evaluations are completed prior to any plan revisions or major plan amendments. Special or unscheduled
evaluations may also be required to review unexpected management actions or significant changes in the
related plans of American Indian tribes, other Federal agencies, and State and local governments, or to

evaluate legislation or litigation that has potential to trigger an RMP amendment or revision. Evaluations may
identify resource needs and means for correcting deficiencies and addressing issues through plan maintenance,
amendments, or new starts. They should also identify where new and emerging resource issues and other values
have surfaced. Evaluations may also identify new and innovative practices that improve effectiveness and
efficiency so other offices may benefit.

The Three Rivers RMP was completed in 1992 and will be evaluated in FY10. The AMU and CMPA RMPs
will also be evaluated in FY10.
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TABLE S-1: STEENS MOUNTAIN COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION AREA AND ANDREWS MANAGEMENT
UNIT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANS PLANNING AREAS, SUMMARY OF RESOURCE M ANAGEMENT ACTIONS,

DIRECTIONS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

RMP Resource Allocation or Activity Units FY09 Accomplishments or Cumulative Practices, since
Management Practice or Activity Program Status RMP Approval*
Realty, ROWs, Transportation Systems
Land sales Actions/acres 1/240 (AMU) 1/240 (AMU)
Land acquisitions by purchase, donation, Actions/acres 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
withdrawal revocation, etc. 0 (CMPA) 2/25 acres (CMPA)
Land exchanges Actions/acres 1/233 (CMPA)/1124 (AMU) 1/233 (CMPA)/1124 (AMU)
acquired/acres
disposed
Recreation and Public Purpose actions Number leases or 0 0
patents/acres
Utility ROWs authorized Actions/miles 1/.1 (AMU) 3/36.8 (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 0 (CMPA)
Road ROWs acquired for public/agency Actions/miles 0 (AMU) 2 actions/1.69 miles (AMU)
use 0 (CMPA) 1 action/14.43 miles (CMPA)
Road ROWs granted Actions/mile 0 (AMU) 5 actions/9.76 miles (AMU)
1/1.75 (CMPA) 1/1.75 (CMPA)
Roads constructed or authorized Actions/miles/ 0 (AMU) 1/0.94 (AMU)
acres 0 (CMPA) 0
Roads decommissioned/obliterated Actions/miles/ 0 (AMU) 0
acres 0 (CMPA) 0
Roads closed/gated Actions/miles 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 8.6 miles closed (CMPA)
Wind energy feasibility studies/ROWs Actions/acres 1/17,982 (AMU) 1 action/17,514 (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 0 (CMPA)
Withdrawals completed Actions/units 0 0
Withdrawals revoked Actions/units 0 0
Minerals and Energy Resources
Oil and Gas leases/storage agreements Actions/units 0 0
Geothermal leases Actions/units 0 0
Other mineral leases (specify type) Actions/units 0 0
Locatable minerals Mining plans 0 0
approved/units
Locatable minerals Patents issued/acres 0 0
Salable mineral materials Sites opened/closed, 0 (AMU) Included in Total below

acres 2/230 acres opened (CMPA)
Salable material sites available, sites/acres Sites/acres 12 sites/500 acres (AMU) 12 sites/500 acres (AMU)
7 sites/695 acres (CMPA) 7 sites/695 acres (CMPA)
Designated recreational rock-hounded or Sites/acres 0 0
panning, sites/acres
Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Sites remediated 0 (CMPA) 0 (AMU)
2 (AMU) 5 (CMPA)
Recreation and Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Use Areas
Developed camping Sites/spaces 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
available, sites/units 4 sites/92 spaces (CMPA) 4 sites/92 spaces (CMPA)
Developed day use Sites available 0 0
Maintained OHV staging areas Sites available 0 0
Maintained OHYV trails or routes Units/miles 0 0
Maintained hiking trails/equestrian trails Units/miles 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
or routes 6 miles (CMPA) 11 miles (CMPA)
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RMP Resource Allocation or Activity Units FY09 Accomplishments or Cumulative Practices, since
Management Practice or Activity Program Status RMP Approval*
Maintained back-country discovery or Units/miles 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
scenic routes 56 miles (CMPA) 56 miles (CMPA)
Interpretive sites or trails Units/miles 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
5 miles (CMPA) 5 miles (CMPA)
Cultural and Paleontological Resources
Cultural resource inventories completed Sites/acres 25 sites/1,581 acres 26 sites/1,610 acres (AMU)
(AMU) 3 sites/164 acres (CMPA)
1 site/10 acres (CMPA)
Paleontological resource inventories Sites/acres 0 (AMU) 1 site/20 acres (AMU)
completed 0 (CMPA) 0 (CMPA)
Cultural/historic sites on Historic Register, Sites managed 1 (AMU) 4 (AMU)
sites managed 1 (CMPA) 4 (CMPA)
Cultural/historic sites nominated to Historic [  Sites or Districts 0 0
Register nominated
Cultural/historic sites restored, recovered Sites 2 (AMU) 10 (AMU)
or stabilized 1 (CMPA) 9 (CMPA)
Hazardous Materials and Sites
Hazardous material sites identified, under Units 0 0
treatment or remediation completed
Rangeland and Woodland Resources
Livestock grazing permits or leases Total/renewed 6/30,075 (AMU) 18/42,567 AUMs (AMU)
units/Animal Unit 0 CMPA 6/9,132 AUMs (CMPA)
Months (AUM)
Livestock AUMs banked or relinquished Units/acres 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 0 (CMPA)
Livestock fences constructed Units/miles 0 (AMU) 5.5 miles (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 19.5 miles (CMPA)
Livestock fences removed Units/miles 3 (AMU) 3 (AMU)
0 (CMPA) 0 (CMPA)**
Water developments maintained (wells, Units 3 (AMU) 18 (AMU)
springs, pipelines, etc.) 0 (CMPA) 17 (CMPA)
Wild horses and burros removed and Number of head Kiger HMA - 0 573 removed/95 adopted
adopted*** Riddle HMA - 0
South Steens HMA- 369
Coyote Lake/Alvord-Tule HMA - 0
Heath Creek/ Sheepshead HMA - 0
WHB herd composite populations(s)** Authorized Kiger AML - 51 (L)/82 (H)/106(EP) Not applicable
AML = Appropriate Management Level management level/ | Riddle AML - 33 (L)/56 (H)/57(EP)
HMA = Herd Management Area estimated current South Steens AML 159 (L)/304
L=Low population (H)/159 (EP)
H = High Coyote Lake/Alvord-Tule AML —
EP = Estimated Population 196 (L)/390 (H)/235 (EP)
Heath Creek/Sheepshead AML — 161
(L)/302 (H)/233(EP)
Prescribed burning - forage Actions/acres 0 0
management****
Noxious weeds chemical control Sites/acres T6acres (AMU) 316.75 acres (AMU)
92 acres (CMPA) 2,894.14 acres (CMPA)
Noxious weeds, estimated biological Sites/acres 0 acres (AMU) 25 acres (AMU)
control 0 acres (CMPA) 50 acres (CMPA)
Noxious weeds, by other control methods Sites/acres 0 0
Invasive species control by mechanical Sites/acres 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
(option to specify species in text section) 1 site/157 acres (CMPA) 1 site/157 acres (CMPA)
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RMP Resource Allocation or Activity Units FY09 Accomplishments or Cumulative Practices, since
Management Practice or Activity Program Status RMP Approval*
Invasive species control by prescribed fire Sites/acres 0 acres (AMU) 0 (AMU)
(option to specify species in text section) 0 (CMPA) ~1,500 acres (CMPA)
Brush field/hardwood conversion Sites/acres 0 0
Woodland species restoration (option to Sites/acres 0 0
specify species in text section)
Forest Management and Forest Health
Regeneration harvest or fire salvage Acres 0 0
Commercial thinning/density management/ Acres 0 0
uneven age harvest
Timber sale volume offered for sale MM board feet/MM 0 0

cubic feet
Timber sale quantity harvested MM board feet/MM 0 0

cubic feet
Special forest products sales, sales and Actions/units by 38 (AMU)
quantities (e.g., boughs, fenceposts, corral type 0 (CMPA) 38 (AMU)
poles, fuel wood) 1 (CMPA)
Site preparation - prescribed fire (includes Sites/acres 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
ecosystem enhancement projects) 2 sites/ 14,235 acres (CMPA) 20 sites/~23,635 acres

(CMPA)
Site preparation - other (specify) Sites/acres 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
14 sites/ 4,849 acres (CMPA) 14 sites/ 4,849 acres (CMPA)
Prescribed burning - hazard reduction Sites/acres 1 site/22 acres (AMU) 1 site/22 acres (AMU)
5 sites/44 acres 8 sites/5,044 acres (CMPA)
Natural fire for ecosystem enhancement Sites/acres 0 (AMU) 0(AMU)
0 (CMPA) 1/~300 acres (CMPA)

Vegetation control - mechanical/hand Sites/acres 0 0
Planting - regular stock, acres Acres 0 0
Fertilization, acres Acres 0 0
Special Management Areas
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern Areas monitored 7 (AMU) 7 (AMU)
(ACEC)/Research Natural Areas (RNA) 6 (CMPA) 6 (CMPA)
Significant Caves Sites inventoried/ Not Present Not Present

evaluated/

monitored
Designated Wilderness Areas Areas monitored 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)

1 (CMPA) 1 (CMPA)

Wilderness Study Areas (WSA), areas Areas monitored 18 (AMU) 18 (AMU)
monitored 5 (CMPA) 5 (CMPA)
Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers Areas monitored 0 (AMU) 0 (AMU)
(WSR), areas monitored 3 (CMPA) 3 (CMPA)
Administratively suitable WSRs, areas Areas monitored 0
monitored 0
National Monuments (if any), areas Areas monitored Not Present Not Present

monitored

* Implementation began in FY06

**  Total does not include 18.5 miles of fence removed within the No Livestock Grazing Area within Steens Mountain Wilderness.
**%  Portions of HMAs fall outside the CMPA boundary and within Three Rivers RA. Numbers shown include horses gathered and

adopted within the entire HMA.

**#% Prescribed burning for forage management is conducted in combination with other resource values. Please refer to Forest

Management and Forest Health.
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Summary of Work

Terrestrial Habitat And Species Management

See Special Areas Section for information regarding Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and
Resource Natural Areas (RNA).

Botanical

Native Plant Materials Development: Seeds from six target species assigned to Burns District BLM were
collected for the Seeds of Success Program in 2009. The Seeds of Success Program is an interagency program
coordinated through the Plant Conservation Alliance. This alliance supports and coordinates seed collection
of native plant populations in the United States to increase the number of species and amount of native seed
available for use in stabilizing, rehabilitating, and restoring lands in the United States. The Seeds of Success
Program also provides seed-quality and germination information critical to development of new native plant
materials through a partnership with Royal Botanic Gardens and Kew Millennium Seed Bank, and provides
opportunities for Federal agencies to work with seed growers in local communities.

Seeds from five other rare plant species were collected. These seeds were cleaned by Bend Seed Extractory
under cooperative agreement with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), and have been placed in cold storage for
seed bulking, grow-out and eventual out-planting to accomplish rangeland restoration objectives over the next
decade or more. Desert needlegrass is a declining species at the northern limit of its natural range in Andrews/
Steens RA and is slated for seed collection in FY 10. Seed may be used to reestablish the species in protected
areas in the Alvord Basin. Populations of many other species were located for future seed-gathering efforts,
most of which produced inadequate seed or no seed for collection in 2009.

Federal Threatened and Endangered and BLM Sensitive Species: Twenty nine populations from four BLM
sensitive plant species in Three Rivers RA and five BLM sensitive plant species in Andrews/Steens RA were
monitored, mostly in the Alvord Basin and Forest Fringe/
Front Range.

In FY09, BLM continued a cooperative effort with U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Oregon Department
of Agriculture (ODA), Native Plant Society, and other
interested parties to attempt to reestablish self-sustaining
populations of Malheur wirelettuce (Stephanomeria
malheurensis) (Photos B-1 and B-2), a Federally listed
threatened plant species. Monitoring of associated Federally
Designated Critical Habitat also occurred. Rebecca Currin
and Bob Meinkie of the Oregon Department of Agriculture
(ODA) have worked with this species for many years and
generously allowed portions of the 2009 Stephanomeria
malheurensis reintroduction and seed bulking report to be
utilized in this update. Rebecca Currin and Bob Meinkie
have photo credits for images B-1, B-2 and B-3.

Photo B-1: Stephanomeria malheurensis.
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World-wide, this plant species is found only in South Narrows ACEC and a sand dune site 15 miles to the west
within Three Rivers RA. Malheur wirelettuce has disappeared from its original critical habitat in the ACEC,
probably due to drought and competition from exotic annual plant species. Seed had been collected in the past

when plants numbered about 2,000 individuals and stored at Berry Botanic Garden in Portland, Oregon. Seed had
also been propagated at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. Seed from both sites were obtained and
germinated in a greenhouse (Photo B-3) and planted at the ACEC and dunes sites in early May 2009. A report of
these activities was prepared by ODA (the lead agency), and was presented at a FY 10 collaborative meeting. Out-
planting results from 2009 showed good progress toward establishing self-sustaining populations of S. malheurensis.
One new site with an unusual soil layer produced the most positive results to date. Increased seed bulking and out-
planting efforts are planned with USFWS for FY 10 if appropriate funding opportunities present themselves.

Photo B-2: Stephanomeria malheurensis rosette just starting to bolt in the greenhouse (left) and Stephanomeria malheurensis
reproductive plant at Narrows site (right).

Photo B-3: Stephanomeria malheurensis flowers (left and center) and achenes (right).
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Assistance provided by BLM in FY09 included mobile water sources, defensibility monitoring, out-planting
assistance, and watering plants through early June.

Botanical Clearance for Ground-disturbing Projects: The Burns District has two permanent botanical
positions. The Plant Conservationist - RNA/ACEC Manager (Andrews/Steens RA) is responsible primarily
for Botanical Program Management (NEPA input, Special Status Species Management, T&E Species of Flora,
RNA and ACEC monitoring and T&E species reintroduction efforts). The Forestry and Fuels Botanist (Three
Rivers RA/BIFZ) is responsible for most of the Botanical Clearance Program and providing NEPA input for
forestry and fuels proposals as the vast majority of the acres (up to 40,000 acres/year) requiring botanical
surveys stem from proposed forestry or fuels projects.

Botanical clearances are the earliest form of implementation of a given project and are critical for project design
and success. Botanical clearances were conducted at 4 sites in Andrews/Steens RA and 21 sites in Three Rivers
RA for a total of 38,000 acres. Clearances were conducted for projects such as juniper cutting, prescribed fire,
trough replacement, fence construction, meteorological tower placement, and wildlife guzzler replacement.

Wildlife/Special Status Species

Approximately 40 greater sage-grouse lek surveys were completed in coordination with the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). Most of these leks are visited yearly by BLM or ODFW staff as part
of a long-term population monitoring effort.

Census of wintering bald eagle populations were conducted during FY09 in conjunction with ODFW, Malheur
National Forest, and Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).

Approximately 1,500 acres of goshawk presence/absence surveys were conducted in 2009. No new nest sites
were identified.

Waterfowl brood counts were conducted at eight reservoirs in FY09.

A test plot was established in FY07 for a new method of reestablishing sagebrush in wildfire areas with
reduced sagebrush cover in the Wyoming sagebrush vegetation type. Seed heads are cut from sagebrush

plants in mid-November and laid in small piles in a grid design. In FYO0S the seed head piling method was
used on approximately 260 acres of the Granddad Fire (2006) in Steens Mountain and another 230 acres were
completed during FY09. Several new areas for this project were also laid out in FY09 should funding be
available in FY10. The Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center (EOARC) established comparison plots
in this area in FYO0S for a study to determine if this method might work better than more traditional methods of
planting sagebrush. They continued to monitor these sites in FY09.

Several known sites occupied by Columbia spotted frogs were visited incidentally to other work to determine if
frogs were present. No new surveys were conducted in the Burns District.

About 100 mountain quail were released in the Trout Creek Mountains in the southeastern part of the District.
This was the second of 3 years for mountain quail releases in this area as part of ODFW’s plan to restore
mountain quail to historic habitat. About half of the quail were fitted with radio collars and ODFW personnel
monitored these birds throughout the spring and summer of 2009 to determine nesting success and survival.
The ODFW reported 37 percent of the radio-collared mountain quail survived to the end of the summer which
was similar to other study results from Steens Mountain. Of the nests located during the study, 77 percent were
successful in hatching chicks which is also similar to other studies.
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The Burns District was surveyed in 2001 for peregrine falcon habitat with sites being rated from high to low
for several habitat characteristics. During 2009, eight sites were revisited to determine if peregrine falcons
were present and four more were visited for the first time. No peregrine falcons were found at these sites even
though habitat was rated in the high to medium categories. A pair of peregrine falcons was seen near one of the
cliffs but no nest site was found or young heard.

The Burns District attended Bat Monitoring Protocol training and subsequently worked with the USFS in
completing one of this year’s grid survey requirements. Several abandoned mines were also surveyed for bat
activity.

Two wildlife guzzlers in the Dry Mountain Area were totally replaced with new storage tanks, drinkers,
collection aprons, and exclosure fences. The new guzzlers increase water storage capacity of the two sites by
1,800 and 3,600 gallons, respectively. Five other wildlife guzzlers were monitored and maintained in Three
Rivers RA during 2009. Maintenance included fence and apron reconstruction and repair of plumbing fixtures.

Approximately 1,900 acres of juniper were cut near two sage-grouse leks, improving habitat for sage-grouse
and other sagebrush associated species. Sage-grouse lek attendance will be monitored in these areas.

Several livestock allotments were monitored for compliance with authorized use and input was provided on
special statues species, migratory birds and other wildlife for allotment evaluations, Allotment Management
Plans (AMP) and other NEPA documents.

Photo W-1: New guzzler storage tank with drinker attached (capacity 1,800 gallons) at Dry Mountain.
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Stealth Cam 08-19-2009 05:26:41

Photo W-2: Cow elk using new guzzler complex on Dry Mountain.

Photo W-3: Juniper cutting project in sage-grouse habitat.

10
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Riparian, Fish and Water Quality

Staff completed inventory and monitoring on streams and associated riparian habitat in Burns District.
Assessment methodologies consisted of photo monitoring, Proper Functioning Condition (PFC) Assessments,
and water temperature monitoring. In total, approximately 50 stream miles were monitored/inventoried in
Three Rivers RA and in excess of 70 miles in the Andrews/Steens RA. In addition, 10 acres of wetland were
inventoried within the CMPA. Approximately 20 of the 70 miles of perennial and intermittent stream habitat

in Andrews/Steens RA were visited in the Donner und Blitzen Subbasin. The remainder of monitoring and
inventory occurred in the Alvord and Guano Subbasins. Intermittent streams were assessed for presence of
riparian characteristics, contribution to perennial flows, and potential for fish presence. The collected data were
added to and compared with existing databases. In addition, 25 photo points were repeated and catalogued.

A variety of riparian restoration projects intended to improve stream stability and function, water quality and
fish and wildlife habitat were conducted. These projects include:

» Landing Silvies Restoration Project — Project maintenance and monitoring of the 200 cottonwood trees
planted in 2008 along Landing Creek occurred. Healthy hardwood communities have been known to aid
in stabilization of streambanks, reduce erosion, raise the water table, increase late season flows, reduce
water temperature, and add large woody debris to the stream. All these possible improvements contribute
to favorable fish habitat. The project was completed in cooperation with both Crane and Burns Future
Farmers of America and Oregon State University (OSU) Extension. In addition to the planting, the
Landing Silvies Fence (approximately 3 miles) was reconstructed to aid in improved livestock grazing
management and the management of the riparian areas of Silvies River and Landing Creek.

» Five Creeks Rangeland Restoration Project - 14 miles of stream (Yank, Riddle, and Coyote Creeks)
treatments were completed using 1120 funds. These treatments included removing juniper from riparian
zones, hand piling slash and clear-cutting juniper on canyon sides. (Prescribed fire will occur in FY'10).
Please refer to the Wildfire and Fuels Management Section for a complete description of this project.

The BLM participated as a member of the Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Northern Genetic Management Unit
Workgroup in support of the Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Recovery Plan.

Preparation of the Donner und Blitzen Subbasin Water Quality Restoration Plan continued in accordance
with the USFS and BLM Protocol for Addressing Clean Water Act Section 303(d) Listed Waters and Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality Water Quality Management Plan.

In 2009, 50 redband trout monitoring sites were visited in coordination and cooperation with the ODFW in
Andrews/Steens and Three Rivers RAs to assess population abundance for redband trout. This effort included
electrofishing for a life history study being conducted by ODFW and OSU.

Participation on the Harney County Watershed Council continued in FY09. The BLM participated as a member
of the steering committee working with a contractor hired to prepare a watershed assessment for the Guano/
Thousand Virgin Subbasin. Other activities included participation in the Donner und Blitzen Watershed Action
Plan steering committee and attendance at monthly council meetings.

Borax Lake chub population assessment efforts involved continuation of cooperative population monitoring

of Federally endangered Borax Lake chub (Gila boraxobius). During September 2009 BLM, ODFW, and
USFWS positioned 100 baited minnow traps overnight. The following day, traps were collected and fish
processed [counted, measured (subsample), marked (caudal fin clip) and released]. Approximately 2,087 fish
were marked. Traps were then reset the following evening. Personnel retrieved 2,676 the next day of which
only 395 previously marked fish were captured. The ODFW estimated the Borax Lake chub population to be
approximately 14,115 fish. This information contributes to evaluating potential for down-listing or delisting the
species pursuant to Endangered Species Act.
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Projects in support of ongoing USFWS efforts to delist the chub included the analysis of fence construction

to eliminate traffic near the shoreline of Borax Lake, photo monitoring, and trend analysis of stability and
riparian health along the shoreline and associated springs. These processes involved meetings with The Nature
Conservancy (landowner), USFWS, and ODFW.

Planned Work for FY10

Seed collection efforts will focus on the same species as in 2009, with emphasis on species for which seed
production was not adequate for collection in 2008. Additional seeds from 25 species within the CMPA unit
will also be collected in FY10. Planning and reconnaissance will occur for a new seed collection and eventual
grow-out effort focused on salt-desert associated shrub species.

Botanical clearances will be conducted for forest health, ecosystem restoration, prescribed fire, juniper cutting,
sage-grouse corridor enhancement, ROWs, road maintenance, and range improvement projects planned or
proposed for 2010 and out years.

Monitoring will be conducted on populations of 16 BLM Sensitive Status Species in Andrews/Steens and 8
species in Three Rivers RA, including Front Range endemics and species found in the CMPA. Reestablishment
efforts for Malheur wirelettuce will continue in May 2010 as funding was secured by USFWS and ODA. For
2010 efforts, BLM will continue to provide mobile water sources and assist with defensibility monitoring, out-
planting and watering through early June. Out-planting will occur only at the Narrows ACEC.

Efforts to monitor greater sage-grouse, bald eagles, northern goshawks, waterfowl, and other migratory and
resident bird species will continue. Some new sites will be visited and other sites surveyed before will be
visited again. Sites surveyed in 2009 for peregrine falcon presence will be revisited in 2010 with several new
sites being visited.

Replacement of two existing wildlife guzzlers along Pickett Rim for improved water quality and increased
capacity in support of bighorn sheep transplanted during 2006-07 in this area will be completed. Work on an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for construction of a new wildlife guzzler on Pickett Rim for bighorn sheep
will be initiated.

Five guzzlers in the Three Rivers RA will be maintained. All other guzzlers on the District will be monitored
and may have minor maintenance performed.

Staff will survey 1,500 acres for presence or absence of goshawks.

Transplant of approximately 100 mountain quail on Trout Creek Mountains will complete the last of three
releases. These quail will be monitored as in 2008 and 2009 for nest success and survival.

A contract will be awarded to continue to place sagebrush seed head piles in the 2006 Granddad Fire and start
in the Pueblo Fire Area to reestablish sagebrush in sage-grouse habitat if funding is received. The EOARC will
help with monitoring of these areas to document seedling establishment. Monitoring test plots for growth of
sagebrush seedlings and monitoring EOARC established plots for establishment of new sagebrush seedlings
will continue.

Data on Columbia spotted frogs will be entered in to the GeoBOB database. These entries indicate where
surveys were conducted on the Burns District but no spotted frogs were found. Depending on funding, more
spotted frog locations may be surveyed and some known sites would be monitored for continued occupation.
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Continue juniper removal stream treatments within Five Creeks Rangeland Restoration Project. Approximately
96 acres within riparian zones (Deep and Smyth Creeks) are scheduled for juniper cutting and handpiling in
2010. These piles are planned to be burned during the late fall/winter of FY11.

Juniper removal will occur near the boundary with Lakeview and Prineville Districts to improve sage-grouse
habitat. Several thousand acres of juniper cutting are scheduled for cutting and piling in this area in FY10-12.

Complete the Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Improvement Project and Three Rivers RMP amendment EA and
release for public comment.

An undeveloped spring near Iron Mountain will be excluded from livestock and WHB grazing to protect the
spring source and enhance vegetation for wildlife in the area.

Approximately 35 miles of roads will be brush beat in the southwest portion of the Three Rivers RA to
maintain fuel breaks and help protect large, contiguous blocks of sagebrush steppe from wildfires.

Continue to revisit and update photopoint, temperature, Greenline, and shade data locations in riparian areas
throughout the District.

Determine and visit areas where PFC data needs to be collected in support of other actions.
Continue work on the Donner und Blitzen Water Quality Restoration Plan.

Continue to assist other agencies working toward riparian health, water quality, and fish population studies
within the District.

Noxious Weed Program

During 2009, The Burns District BLM participated in some of the activities of the Harney County Cooperative
Weed Management Area (HC-CWMA) as well as the Grant County CWMA (GC-CWMA).

Highlights of HC-CWMA in FY09 include:
* Pesticide Recertification Training
* Agency Weed Training
* Harney County Fair

e Weed Awareness Kiosks

Cooperative Projects:
* Medusahead Challenge (ongoing)
* Medusahead Control Projects
* Material Sites Treatments
* Alien Invasion Curriculum Implementation: I

* Introduced to local educators from Grant, Harney, Lake, and Deschutes Counties

13
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Photo NW-1: Invasive weeds at large Photo NW-2: Alien Invasion Curriculum students sharing their
weed invasion example

Photo NW-3: Lea Spiegal, entomologist with the USFS Pacific
Northwest Research Unit, assisting with Mecinus janithus transect
establishment and counting at the Sandhill Seeding
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Biocontrol Projects:
* Dalmation Toadflax (Front Range) — ongoing

» Three monitoring transects established

» Diffuse Knapweed (Faye Canyon — OO Road)

Research Projects:
*  Medusahead Projects — various, ongoing
* Russian Knapweed Projects — ongoing

* Biocontrol dispersal monitoring — ongoing

Highlights of the GC-CWMA in FY09 include:
e “Purge Your Spurge” at Home and Garden Exposition
* Pesticide Recertification Training

¢ Biocontrol Collection and Releases

In addition, the following weed program activities occurred on the Burns District in FY09:
e 16,987 new acres were inventoried for noxious weeds

* Applied chemical treatment to 1,058 acres, non-classical biological controls to 260 acres, and 3 new
biological releases on BLM land. In addition to upland habitat improvements, these treatments also
benefited 18 miles of riparian habitat and 240 acres of wetland habitat.

* 137,489 acres of weed sites/treatments were monitored, including extensive wildfire areas from
previous years, forest health projects and many landscape-scale projects involving prescribed burning.

Photo NW-4: Caryn Meinicke, Natural Resource Specialist, spraying Canada thistle
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The Burns District was again fortunate this year to continue our agreement with Harney County for the services
of the Strategic Weed Attack Team (SWAT). The crew started in May and continued with an intensive field
season through early November.

This year’s 4-person crew again was able to cover an amazing amount of country, surveying for and treating
noxious weeds all across the District. The type of fuels units surveyed post-treatment included wildfires,
prescribed burns, forest and rangeland health, and habitat improvement in both uplands and riparian areas.
Additional units were pre-surveyed prior to treatment implementation. The crew also looked at miscellaneous
areas such as roads, reservoirs, and pastures while surveying scattered units. Below is the table showing their
incredible achievements.

# of Units Type of Unit Treated Acres Monitored Acres
25 Wildfire 9.78 202,136.70
36 Prescribed Burns 7.94 12,878.90
161 Health and Habitat Improvement 12.00 8,652.33
40 Pre-Survey 0.09 16,986.97
38 Miscellaneous Areas 9.88 15,942.16
300 Totals 39.69 256,597.06

Their efforts account for the vast majority of BLM acres monitored. Their work accomplishes early detection in
areas that might otherwise not get looked at for years. By incorporating their rapid response to new invasions,
small infestations are controlled quickly and economically, averting the potential spread and increase to
unmanageable levels of obscure noxious weed populations.

Photo NW-5: SWAT crew spraying Scotch thistle
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Planned Work for FY10

Weed management plans for FY'10 include as many partnership activities as possible and the continuation of
programs for treatment, inventory, and monitoring on BLM lands.

Projected acreages include:
* 181,500 acres of inventory
* 5,480 acres of treatment
* 266,100 acres of monitoring

* 11 miles of stream and/or riparian treatment

Special Areas

Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area

Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area: The Steens Mountain Advisory Council
(SMAC) established by the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Act (Steens Act) met
four times in FY09. Major topics of interest ranged from AMPs to the Comprehensive Recreation Plan (CRP).
All totaled the SMAC made seven official recommendations to the BLM.

Future topics identified for SMAC involvement for FY 10 and beyond include continuation of the Steens
CRP, wind energy/testing, and wild horses. The SMAC has become a valuable asset to the BLM in its
recommendation-making processes to care for and manage the land for future generations.

Travel Management: The Steens Act directed the BLM to develop a Transportation Plan (TP) for the

CMPA which was made part of the CMPA RMP and identified maintenance levels for roads, defined route
management categories, and prescribed other specific transportation management actions. The TP also called
for an intensive inventory of the motorized route system within the CMPA so a Travel Management Plan
(TMP) designating level of use was developed. The Harney County Court participated in the inventory as a
cooperating agency with BLM. Both entities ensured all stakeholders had the opportunity to identify roads and
routes not currently in BLM or County inventories. Input was used to complete a final map of the planning
area from which options for management of roads were considered. A Final Decision was issued November 28,
2007, which was timely appealed by five parties. Final decision by the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA)
was issued on February 19, 2009. The BLM was affirmed in part and reversed in part. The IBLA found in favor
of the appellants and reversed the Field Manager’s decision to open obscure routes to motorized use stating
such use would be contrary to the Steens Act, Section 112. The BLM was affirmed on all other points. The
TMP was subsequently appealed to U.S. District Court in April 2009.

Comprehensive Recreation Plan: On October 21 and 22, 2009, SMAC met to develop a mission statement
for the CRP. The SMAC members met with USFS “NICHE” Planning experts to draft the mission statement in
order to guide the development of the plan. (The mission statement is pending an official recommendation of
the SMAC.) Plan alternatives are under development.
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Steens Mountain Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers

During the summer of 2009, 540 feet of Burnt Car Road (closed in the Steens Act) within Steens Mountain
Wilderness was inadvertently maintained. Subsequently a lawsuit was filed in U.S. District court regarding this
intrusion along with other road work activities occurring on Burnt Car, Lauserica, Tombstone, and Tombstone-
Burnt Car Connector Roads within the South Steens Area. Burns District BLM has agreed through a stipulation
of court case 09-CV-862-PK to develop a plan for rehabilitation, if any, on these four roads, including the
intrusion into Steens Mountain Wilderness. Negotiations are currently underway.

General Management and Monitoring: Visitor use (campsites and trails) monitoring in wilderness and WSR
corridors continued in FY09 to ensure use does not impair these designated areas. Monitoring data continues to
be collected for campsites and trails, most of which fall within Steens Mountain Wilderness and WSRs.

Monitoring associated with administering the winter recreation program also continued.

Trailhead registration boxes and visitor information boards provide visitor information and gather general
information on wilderness use. Law enforcement efforts to detect wilderness violations continued in
cooperation with the Oregon State Police Wildlife Enforcement Officer. One citation was issued for driving in
an unauthorized area creating resource damage when the vehicle became mired.

Additional monitoring related to fish, wildlife, and vegetation resources within Steens Mountain Wilderness
and WSRs also continued. Key areas of noxious weed infestations were identified and treated each year.
Please refer to the Terrestrial Habitat and Species Management and Noxious Weed Sections of this update for
additional information.

Wilderness Inventory: In the Burns District, BLM’s wilderness inventory has been updated on 958,198 acres
within the Three Rivers RA. Of the areas updated, BLM found two additional units totaling almost 58,416
acres of BLM-administered land as having wilderness character. The Andrews/Steens RA was inventoried in
2003 during the RMP process.

Trail Maintenance: Approximately 6 miles of trail maintenance were completed using the Northwest Youth
Corps. Maintenance was completed on portions of Wildhorse and Big Indian Trails.

No Livestock Grazing Area: Approximately 75 miles of boundary fence are monitored and maintained to
ensure livestock remain outside the No Livestock Grazing Area every year. An EA to allow trailing of livestock
to a private inholding through the designated No Livestock Grazing Area was prepared and subsequently
appealed to the IBLA. On March 3, 2009, IBLA dismissed the appeal.

The BLM will continue to monitor and maintain fences surrounding this area.

Restoration Projects: As a National Public Lands Day event, volunteers from the Oregon Natural Desert
Association (ONDA) donated 240 hours to dismantle 2 miles of unneeded fence in Steens Mountain
Wilderness. The BLM staff completed a field review of approximately 7 miles of existing fence in preparation
of future removal trips. The BLM staff also removed and dismantled fence cache sites that included
approximately 4.5 miles of fence materials.
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Wilderness Study Areas

Monitoring and sign maintenance of WSA boundaries and routes are ongoing. Maintenance of range, wildlife,
and wild horse improvements in WSAs is ongoing in accordance with the 2005 EA.

A Proposed Decision on the South Steens AMP/EA OR-06-027-060 was issued on January 7, 2009. The
Proposed Decision provided for development of additional water sources in South Steens Allotment (primarily
Blitzen River and South Fork Donner und Blitzen WSAs) to provide reliable, late-season water for livestock,
wildlife, and wild horses. On February 20, 2009, the Decision was rescinded. Reissuance of a Proposed
Decision is expected in FY10.

On January 28, 2009, an amended decision from a 2001 EA (Projects for Implementation of the Steens
Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Act of 2000 EA, EA OR-027-01-27) to develop a spring at
the end of Burnt Car Road in Blitzen River WSA was signed. On March 2, 2009, the decision was appealed to
IBLA. Through settlement negotiations related to another lawsuit (Burnt Car Road), the amended decision was
remanded and vacated.

Please refer to Wildfire and Fuels Management and Special Areas (Steens Mountain CMPA) Sections for
additional project information regarding North Steens Ecosystem Restoration Project and TMP, respectively.

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern/Resource Natural Areas

Defensibility monitoring was conducted at the following ACECs/RNAs in FY09: Long Draw RNA, Borax Lake
ACEC, Pueblo Foothills RNA, Dry Mountain RNA, Foster Flat RNA, Tum Tum RNA, Serrano Point RNA,
South Narrows ACEC, Little Blitzen RNA, Little Wildhorse Lake RNA, South Fork Willow Creek RNA, and
Rooster Comb RNA. This type of monitoring consists of assessing such resource risks as condition of fences (if
present), recording unauthorized use of OHVs, and presence or spread of noxious weeds and invasive plants.

Please see the Terrestrial Habitat and Species Management, Federal Threatened and Endangered and BLM
Sensitive Species Section for a discussion regarding Malheur wirelettuce within South Narrows ACEC.

Planned Work for FY10

Cooperative Management and Protection Area: Staff will continue to work on development of the
alternatives, describing the affected environment, and analyzing effects for the CRP EA with a public comment
period to occur in FY10.

Wilderness: Monitoring programs will continue. Ongoing work such as signing, trail maintenance, and fence
removal will continue. Fence removal and trail maintenance will continue with the help of volunteer groups.
Closed routes and cherry-stemmed roads will continue to be monitored to help identify areas where vehicle
intrusions may be occurring. Trail and road counters will continue to be utilized to help estimate visitor use.

A decision on the Burnt Car Road Rehabilitation EA is expected.
Restoration Projects: As a National Public Lands Day event, volunteers from ONDA are planning to

dismantle two more miles of unneeded fence in Steens Mountain Wilderness. Two other fence pulling trips are
planned with National Sierra Club and Oregon Sierra Club volunteer groups.
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Areas of Critical Environmental Concern: Defensibility monitoring will be conducted at ten ACEC/RNAs.
Ecological status monitoring will be conducted at nine RNAs. Both types of monitoring will occur at eight
ACECs/RNAs. Planning will be conducted for collection of baseline vegetation data to support climate change
assessment at four additional RNAs, all within National Landscape Conservation System units. This data
collection will occur in 2011, if Challenge Cost Share funding is approved.

Biscuit Root ACEC will have traditional root crop trend monitoring established along with defensibility
monitoring of newly excluded root gathering traditional use areas (fenced from grazing).

Development of new ecological monitoring protocols for RNAs and ACECs will continue in FY'10 with
Implementation in FY'10, FY11 and beyond.

Overall monitoring will occur in 11 RNAs and ACECs. Project planning for climate change monitoring
proposals within RNAs and ACECs will continue in 2010. Universities, independent researchers as well as
State and Federal agencies are potential participants in these efforts.

Wilderness Study Areas: Ongoing monitoring and signing will continue. New bulletin boards, signing, and
other visitor information are being considered in areas where management of motorized vehicle use related to

WSA boundaries is complex.

Reissuance of a Proposed Decision for South Steens AMP/EA is expected.

Cultural Resources Programs

National Register Sites Managed

Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District, Sage Hen Gap, and Sheep Mountain Sites: Five National
Register eligible sites were managed in 2009. The Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District in the
Steens CMPA was open to the public for self-guided tours between June and October. Volunteer caretakers
were available onsite to help tourists, to provide light maintenance on structures, and to keep a watchful eye on
invaluable historic structures and period artifacts. Two interpretive panels were installed near the entrance gate
to the ranch. Their subject matter includes the history of the Riddle family in Oregon and at the Ranch and the
BLM efforts to restore and protect the historic structures there.

The caretaker’s cabin at Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District was outfitted with a solar array
in 2009. The new solar system will provide electric lights, power for a more powerful radio and a new
refrigerator/freezer. This improvement will decrease propane use at the cabin.

The Sage Hen Gap Clovis Site in Three Rivers RA was the scene of a one-day re-inventory by BLM staff and
the Oregon Archaeological Society (OAS). Three additional 12,000+ year-old Clovis spear points were found
within the first 60 minutes of inventory. Another 12,000+ year-old Clovis spear point was found at the site and
excavation produced a clear picture of the site’s contents. The site was used at the end of the Pleistocene as a
hunting camp where stone tools were repaired and made and game animals were butchered and consumed.

The Sheep Mountain Clovis Site was the final site managed in 2009. It too is a 12,000+ year-old site located
in Three Rivers RA. A 6-week field school was put on by University of Oregon (U of O) and Burns BLM.
The District provided logistical support, some facilities and volunteers through the OAS. The BLM and
Oregon Department of Transportation coring crew cored the site in June to determine the depth of sediments
at the site. The range of sediment depth is 9 to 24 feet. The BLM extended backhoe trenches to enable the
geoarchaeologists to get better exposures of the site soil profile. The excavations continued to reveal a well-
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Photo C-1: Three Clovis Fluted Spear
Points from Sage Hen Gap Site.

Photo C-2: Overview of

U of O Field School
at work at Sheep
Mountain Clovis Site

developed series of soils below Mazama ash (7,600 years ago) produced by the explosive eruption of former
Mount Mazama. Late Pleistocene — early Holocene artifacts were found below the ash, dating to at least 10,000
years ago. Radiocarbon dates and paleo-botanical work are in progress.

Erin’s Cave in Andrews/Steens RA was excavated in summer 2009 by U of O field crews and volunteers.
The excavation results from this middle to late Holocene cave in Catlow Valley will be analyzed by a U of O
graduate student for her Master’s thesis in paleobotany.

The Trout Creek Pre-Archaic Site near the Alvord Desert in Andrews/Steens RA was collected twice in
2009. A growing number of very old (12.000+ years old) artifacts are being collected from this site known
for illegal collection activities. A single auger probe was excavated to determine the site depth and distance
to the water table.

Roaring Butte Site in the CMPA was the scene of 4 weeks of excavation by a crew of graduate students from
the University of Wisconsin — Milwaukee in summer 2009. The excavation showed the site was inhabited for
the last 6,000 years and has a series of wickiup rock rings nestled one against the other at the crest of the butte.
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Wickiups are similar in shape and organization to teepees but are lower and narrower in diameter and usually
covered with brush and/or grass or tule mats. Additional rock art (petroglyphs) was also found on boulders at
the site adding evidence the site was a habitation as well as possibly a spiritual center.

All excavation work at Sage Hen Gap and Sheep Mountain was covered by a 2008 EA.

Site Restoration, Stabilization, and Protection

The Fire Prone Sites project focused on fuels reduction treatments at historic buildings and other fire-sensitive
cultural resources in both RAs. Work on the project was completed at three historic structures or structural
remains in Three Rivers RA in 2009.

Protection Fences: A temporary fence protecting 3 acres of the Sheep Mountain Clovis Site from livestock was
completed prior to May 2009. The environmental documentation for the fence was covered by a CX.

Archaeological Inventories

Clovis Quest Inventory: In 2009 the BLM archaeological staff continued systematic inventory of the north
half of the District in search of Clovis spear points and associated artifacts. The BLM is very interested in
discovering distribution of Clovis artifacts in southeastern Oregon and determining particular geographic
locations preferred by people living off the land 13,000+ years ago. Archaeological staff are also determined to
find a Clovis aged site(s) to recover datable material, such as charcoal or bone, to firmly date this technology
and the people who used it in the northern Great Basin. The OAS and local volunteers spent 2 weeks in 2009
inventorying pre-selected locations and found three Clovis spear points at one site, completing 979 acres of
survey, recording seven new sites and revisiting eight sites. Because of this volunteer survey and other BLM
staff work, the number of recent Clovis finds has increased. Three additional Clovis spear points were found at
the Sage Hen Gap Site.

The U of O field school crew completed 1,580 acres of inventory on BLM-administered lands in 2009. They
recorded 23 new archaeological sites and revisited one. The results of the inventory will be analyzed by a U of
O graduate student and be the basis of his Master’s thesis.

Archaeological Site Research

See the National Register Sites Managed Section for discussion of Archaeological Site Research in 2009.

Paleontological Inventories

No paleontological inventories were completed in FY09.

Interpretation Activities

Two interpretive panels were installed at the entrance gate to Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District in 2009.

An active interpretive program, consisting of presentations to local and regional vocational groups and at
professional meetings, was completed in 2009. Two articles about Clovis (12,000+ year old) sites were
published in a professional journal.

Cultural Resources Clearances for District Projects

Twenty-nine projects were cleared for District projects in 2009. Over 25,000 acres were inventoried and
142 sites were recorded.
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Planned Work for FY10

National Register Sites Managed
Volunteer caretakers will continue to keep a watchful eye on Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District
and regularly complete fire prevention, cleaning, and light maintenance tasks in and around Frederick Riddle

Ranch headquarters building complex. They will also offer interpretive information and tours to visitors.

More work at Sheep Mountain Clovis and Roaring Butte Sites will be completed in summer 2010.

Site Restoration, Stabilization, and Protection

No site restoration or stabilization activities are planned for 2010. Maintenance activities are planned for Gap
Ranch Civilian Conservation Corps Camp and Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District.

The Fire Prone Sites project focuses fuels reduction treatments on historic buildings and other
fire-sensitive cultural resources in both RAs. Work on the project is anticipated at two cabin sites in 2010.

Skull Creek Dunes is a large, fragile, buried, prehistoric site with evidence of at least 9,000 years of
occupation. It is susceptible to erosion caused by livestock trailing and All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) travel on the
windward side of the site in particular. The site is located about half on private land and half on public land.
The private landowner agreed to allow their portion of the site to be fenced with the public portion. Botanical

and cultural clearances for this project will be completed in 2010. The EA to analyze effects of the fence will be
written in 2010.

Archaeological Inventories

Clovis Quest 2009: Three weeks of archaeological inventory is planned for summer 2010. This inventory will
be completed by BLM staff, OAS, and local volunteers.

Add-on budget dollars were not provided for the Steens Mountain Inventory in 2010. No inventory is planned.
Catlow Valley Archaeological Inventory: U of O graduate and field school students may complete

approximately 1,000 acres of archaeological inventory in the northwest end of Catlow Valley near Guano
Slough in summer 2010.

Archaeological Site Research

Add-on budget dollars were not provided for the Steens Mountain Archaeological research at Roaring Butte
site in 2010. No inventory is planned.

Sage Hen Gap: A final report on the excavation at Sage Hen Gap Clovis Site is expected in May 2010

Sheep Mountain: The U of O field school, OAS, local volunteers, and BLM staff will spend 6 weeks
continuing excavations at Sheep Mountain Clovis Site in the north end of the District.
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Paleontological Inventory
Monitoring and collection at Weed Lake Ditch and Flagstaff Butte localities will be completed in 2010.

Tentative plans are being made for a South Dakota School of Mining and Technology field school to work at
the widespread Thousand Springs locality in the southern end of the District.

Interpretive Activities
The Oregon State Office will visit the District to record a "medicine wheel" prehistoric site in June 2010. They
will use low-elevation balloon photography to help map the various rock features at the site. Oregon Field

Guide (Oregon Public Broadcasting) will be filming a segment for their weekly program at the same time.

An active interpretive program, consisting of presentations to local and regional groups and professional
meetings, is intended for 2010.

At least two articles will be submitted for publication in professional archaeological journals in 2010.

An interpretive sign design for one sign in Catlow Valley about the 1910-20 land boom will be completed in 2010.

Cultural Resources Clearances for District Projects

FY 10 District project clearance activities are very likely to mirror the levels seen in 2009. Large-scale, fuels
reduction projects are the dominant project type expected.

Recreation
Please see Special Areas Section for a discussion regarding the Steens Mountain CRP.
During FY09, normal recreation maintenance was conducted at all recreation sites; campground hosts were
stationed at Chickahominy, Page Springs, Fish Lake, and South Steens Campgrounds and at Riddle Brothers
Ranch National Historic District; and recreation use monitoring continued, including the continued use of road

counters to better understand recreation use throughout the area.

The following table depicts the number of Special Recreation Permits (SRP) and the number of paid visits by

FY for the past 5 years:
Number of Paid Visits
FY* SRPs Issued
04 18 4,109
05 46 3,045
06 35 3,323
07 26 3,606
08 24 3,963
09 15 3,582

*Past years shown for comparison.
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Traffic counters to track visitation are set throughout the District. One new counter was purchased and set on
North Loop Road. For FY09, 81,348 visits were recorded in the CMPA and 102,454 visits were recorded for
the entire Andrews/Steens RA. Data is collected at 32 sites. Visitation is listed in the chart below for some of
the Steens sites:

Mann Lake 3,254
North Loop Road 51,389
South Loop Road 16,909
Loop Road Total ~68,298
South Steens 9,702
Page Springs Campground 9,796
Fish Lake 4,404
Jackman Park 1,375

General analysis shows use this year was consistent with past years regardless of higher fuel prices. Visitor
calculations reflect a different calculation method that avoided duplication.

The Zone Interagency Program between Emigrant Creek Ranger District (USFS) and BLM Burns District
continued through FY09. This program falls under the umbrella of the "Service First" Initiative where the BLM
and USFS are working together to deliver seamless service to customers and "boundary-less" care for the land.
This program continues to be a win/win situation for the public, agencies inv