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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVI.EW AND APPROVAL 

ex Number:DOI-BLM-OR-D070-201I-OO36-CX Dale: May 23. 201 J 
File Codt'- (Project/Serial Number): 
Preparer: Michael Kelly Applicllnl: William L. Baker 

eens Area. tern STillc or Proposed Action: 1911> Century Wildfire Research in the North

i>eKl'"iplion or Proposed AcHon and Projeci Daign Elemt'-nts (ir appliuble): 

The applicant has tentatively idenlified a potential 19'" century wildfire Ihal burned parts oflhe northern Slecns in juniper woodlands 
and adjaccnt sagebrush. They would like to search the border of the potential fire to sec whether or not they can fiud fire scars on 
weslemjunipcr that might allow dating the year of the fire . The search area is the entire potential boundary of tile fire as shown on the 
attached G IS map (Tbey would access the boundary area by vehicle, except in wildcmess. and on foot, to search for older trees with a 
fire scar. Ideally. Ihey would like 10 find 5-10 datable scars from differenl parts ofthe boundary oftbe polCnlial fire 
Ifan appropriate scar is found . they would initially seek to dale il using an increment borer. Using this method. they would extract a 
small circular core of wood from the sellr area. seeking to intersect the ehllr thai identifies the fire year (Barrelt and ArnoI988). This 
method has lillIe impact on trees. whieh can e[L~ily compartmentalize and seal minor wounds (Shiga 1984, Eckstein and 
Dujesief\:.en 1999.Grissino-Mayer 2003). If the scar cannot be easily datcd using the incrcment borer methOd. they would follow 
standard methods (Amo-and Sneck 1977) 10 e.xlract a partial wedge using a chainsaw (except in wildemess) or manual cr05s<ut saw. 
The resulting cores and panial wedges will be dated in their laboratory. 

'Ille field crew will consist of 11 graduate research ass istant, and a field ass istant. yet to be hired. The applicant will work with thc crew 
initially in the !ield. They anticipate being in the study area from Friday, June II through perhaps Friday. June 17, depending on how 
the work goes, but have requested a pennit for I month, to accommodate potential wealher or logistics issucs. 

All camping will take place in designated campgrounds. 

Researchers will not enter private land. 

Ensure that vehicles used for this project arc washed (preferably at a high-pressure car wash). particularly the undercarriage. prior to 
entering the CMPA. 

Trees bearing obvious cultural marks such as axe blazes or melal signs posted on trt'-es should not be sampled. 

All trees to be smnpled would be at least 100 yards away from ally roads or trail. 

This action ~omplies with the Sleens Mounillin Cooperative Managem~nt and Prolection Area, Science Strategy February 29, 
2008: Pg.1 External to the BLM, science panncrs may usc this Strategy to assist or augment the collection of science infonnation 
valuable to both panies. 

B. Conrorm.n~e wifh Lalnd Use Plan (LUI') (name) Steens Mounlain Cooperative Management and Protection Area Record of 
Decision and Resource Management Plan. 

Dale ApprovedlAnll~nded: August 2005 

The ~ropost.~ nction is in 7onformance. ~ith the applicable LUP. even though it is not specifically provided fbr, because it is clearly 
consistent with the followlJIg LUP decls lon(s): SI«os Moonillin Cooperntive Mllnagcment and Proteclion Area record or 
Decision and Resource Mllnagemenl Plan. Pg. 13 states under land Use Plan Goals, Goal number 2: Provide diverse recreational 
and educational opportwlities within the capability of the ecosystems. 

Pg. 66 states: Recreation: Objective 6. Manage commercial , competitive, educational. and orgulli7.cd group recreation events. 

001 Calegorical Exclusion Rererence (516 OM 2, Appendix I): 1.6- Nondestructive dala collection. inventory. study. research, 
and monitoring <Iclivilies. 
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Screenin g ror Exceplions: The following extraon.linary circumstances (5 16 0 M 2, Append ix 2) may apply 10 individual actions 
within the categoric:.! l exceptions . The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

CAn:CORICAL EXCLUSION EXTRAORDINAR" C IRCUMSTANCES DOCUM~"ATION 
2. 1 Have significant impa' is on public health or safety. 

Specialis t (print Name ~l )leuy, Safety Sh5/v1 
Siwature and Date: 
 
Rationale: No significatrt impacts on pulffic health or sarety. 
 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cu ltural resources ; 
park, recreation or reruge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natum llandmarks; sole or principal drinking waler 
aquirers; prime fann lands; wetlands (Execut ive Order 11 990); fl ood plains (Executi ve Order (1 988): nalional monuments; 
mii!13torv birds' and other ecoloBjcallv si2fli ficant or crit ical areas. _ 
Migratory Birds 
Specialist ( Print Narn~d Tit l ~att Ob.r5rJov.it,h. Wild l irH'n i o l ogis~I.. 
SiRllatureand Dale:' f  ~ .4'//L_~ - 7"~ 11<:" 

, 
'nl/ 

Rationllle : By implementing Genern,YlSt iplilation #5 . no migr.ltory boo.') w~~_~ be disturbed during the nesting season. Jun iper 
trees that that have wedges cut [rom them for this researcb will be rew and many trees would be left around the area for fu rure 
 
nesting should the cut Lree completely die. Thererore there would be no affects to miJUUtory birds. 
 
HistQric and Cultu[al Resgurces 
 
Specialist (Print Nam..: an~T itle): Scott Thomas, Dis~ i ct I\rcheologist 
 
Signature and Date: ~/... c-/_ /1 
 

Rationale : No histonc 07 cullum! resources sites would be aITected by the proposed re5Carth project. 
 

Specialist {print Name amy e)1 ~a,}'~Meinicke, NRS-Botany 
 
Signature and Date: / .. ,/1 /f/i.···C / h"'l7. // 
 
Rationale: The bounda&-t!ne (r~ses a po~~~fthc Kiger Mustang A C EC; however, ir a core sample or wedge sample is takcn in 
 
Ihis area, there will be no imp¥ct to the Wild Horses. 
 

Water ResourcesIFlood Plains 
; ,Spec ialist ( Print Name and T itle): D , Fish Bio logis~ n /l;'::-c:::YI 
 

Signature and Date: 
 
Rationale: 
 
Water resources will not be aITcc ted by the Proposed Action. Flood Plains are not present in the Project Area. 
 

Soils. BioloJl.ical Soil Crust. in ands. 
 
Specialist (Print Name and fleY~n Mci~ickc , tj.RS-Botany 
 
Si2,floture and Date: II/fA...<.. / &· 7':?4/ 
 
Rationale: All vehicle traift'c All be limi~e~design il t ed roads. Off road use will not be au~horized ; therefore th~rc will ~.n~ 

impacts 10 soils and minimalUdlpacts 10 a s.cr' .lt would be pre rerred if researchers walked smgle file where poSSible 10 minimiZe 
 
impacts to BSCs. There arc no prime rann lands within the boundary area. 
 
Recreation! Visual Resources 
 
S~cia l i st (Print Name and TiJ;:)/'Miclwel..KJ: ll'/.. OutdOO.J.8.~~at ionl, lanner 

SilUHlture and Dale: '.l! t:J--Lf"~ '7 ".... A) - I I 
 
Rat ionale : Recreation: The exlent oM to J pc'6'1e performing th is non-deslnu;: tive scientific research would have no foreseeable 
 
effeCI to recreation. 
Visual Resource Management: Visual resources would not be <lff<x;led bv this non-dest ruct ive research . 
WildernessIWild and Scenic Riyer Resources 
Specialist {print Nanu;...,!nd Till~)iEric Haakenson, Wilderness Specia li st 
Signature and Date: T~ NaAV. ~ - ? (, . II 
Rationale : There would be ' 10 efTet: t to WSA ' 5 or WSR's. This nondestructive scienti fic research would have no effee tlo the 
wi lderness. 
2.3 Have ~~~ controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alrcnlative uscs ofavnilable 
resources INEP,.A[SeCtion 102(2 : -(E )i~ 
Specialist (Print ~~d Titl K, rges, Plann ing and Environlll r~~' rd inator 
S;lU\ature ""d Dar . iA '" r\ '- n. r-.. ,=' II 
Rationale: There are no known highly. co~troversia l ~ lr~nmen ta l etT~c t s . un.rcso ved conflicts concerning alternative uses or 
available rcsources. The proposed action Cl iO sam pl~ jcmper trees haVing hnle unpact to the tree. 

104 Have hiidtly uncertain and potentially signi ficant environmental eITeets or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 
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Specialist (Print N.~_c ~ Tille): ,RJIond;t.,f{:~cs. Planning and EDvir~m n~I.5' ~rdinator 


S;gnaturc.nd Date. -.JNJ D'. ""\< cv...t\ . Dr ; , 10-}" I I I 
 

Rationale: There arc no known uncertain or pO~nlialW'stgnificanl environn enlal rreels or unique or unknown environmental risks. 
 
The proposed action is 10 sample juniper trees havin titlle impact to the lree. 
 

2.5 . Eslabli~.I~•.:! . ..Prcccdcnt fo r futu re action or represent a decision in principle about fu ture actions with polenlially significant 
environmental cl fccls, 
Specialist (Print Nctme tyad TillV I..tt K)trgcs, Planning and Environm ,I~l Cq . r,~jnalor 
Shmaturc nod On"" _ ). ~ S>(~~ -5 I r-J..t\ '. \\ 
Rationale : Imp[cmcnfatlO n orlhc proposal would not,.-Sc a precedent for fUIlIre neti ms or represent a decision in principle nbout 
future actions with potentially significaJlt enviroJllllehtal effects. The RMJ> cncoumges educational opportunities and the proposal 
would have little impaclto iunioers. 
2.6 Have a dir~t relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 
effect s. r ""' 
 
Specialist (Print N'B,me d Titl~ho~K,rges, PI~nning and EnviroQr\nt!!!. S.¥ rdinator 
 
Signature and Date~ ........ \ )cl. ~ n.. f).Il J ..... .J \cl.:J \ \ 
 
Rationale: There are no mown individually i nsignifi~~but cumulative sigJ ificant environmental effects. Implementation would 
 
have I.inlc effect to jWlipers. '-J 

2.7 1·la\,e significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing. on the National Register of Historic Places as 
 
detennined bv either the bureau or office. 
 
Specialist (I)rint Name and Title): Scott TIlOmas, DiSCrict Archeologist 
 

Si{!.nature and Date~ . !)/4 /. 
Rationale: No National Register (NR) or NR eligible sites would be affected by this proposed research. 

2.8 Have signi ficant impacts on species listed. or proposed to be listed, on the list of Endangered or Threatened Species. or 
 
have significant impacts on designated Critical Habilat for these species. 
 
Endangered or Threatened Soceies-Emma / 
 
Spcci<llist (Ilrint Name 31~ Title): Malt ,OblJ~;;" W;ildlifN3iologist // 
 
Signature and Date: -k#- :H' ./ ~pr p - ~'~",/"""/=-=:::-;::-;==7:"==;:_::;::_=:__I 

Rati~nalc: . There arc no federall )' listedtEndangered, Threatened or propostd to bf listed fauna species known to occur in the area 
 
of this project. 
 

EndanGcred or Thrcatened Spec ies-Aquatic 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Daryll3 ingh~~logist ...::z(. '#Y~I"" 
Signature and Date: ~ ~ 
Rationale: There arc no Threatened or Endangered aquatic species present in the proposed project area. 

llindan 'ere 0 . hr' t~ c'es a 
Specialist (Print Name a tl ey.,cm~~ick!XN RS-l3ota~>:. 
Sig.naturc and Date: -.t.[/v / . h-?:?'''I 
Rationale: There arc rlo-'f & £..Or Spec ial StatuSl{lorn species or designated habilatlocated along the boundary line. 

2.9 Violate pFe<!..eral law, or a State, IlCal, or trib.:ll law or requirement imposed for the protection of the cnvironrncnl. 

Specialist (Print N.ame nd Tit . ;Urges, I~lanning and En\'i!.9....vn~t~'(:oordinator 


Si.".lurc nnd D"~ . \ Jr\.. .s> r . '" ':J\ " R--.\ \ \ 
 
Rationale: No known Jaws or reqUirements for prot~ of the environment would be violated. 
 

2.10 Have a '!:lis 0 rtionatel hi and adverse effcct on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898 . 
Specialist (Print N~{Ile~.nd TitleNlhQ.!l!ta K<)rgcs, PI<lnning and Envir~nrt;lental <loordinutor 
 
SignatureandDat~'V'r'(' _\ ', c\ _~ r .... r \ Ir"'> ~\ '\<..\ \\ 

Rationale: Implementation of thc:: proposal wou ld n~1'~sull in a disproportionatcly adverse elYect on minority or economically 
 
disadvantaged populations as suc h populations do nOl'"tkcllr wilhin the project area. 
 

2.1 t Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian rcligiou~ practitioners or significantly 
adversely anccl the phys ical int~J!.rity of such sacred site~(Excculive Order 13007). 
 
Specialist (I'rillt Nam~Title): Scoll Thomas. Di~:!- Arch./.logist 

Signature and Dale: .. • ~-/"Zr. 
 
Rationale : Access to or ccremonial use of Indian sacfed sitd would be affected by the proposed scieotific research. 
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2.12 Contribute to the introductioll, continued existence, or spread ofnox.ious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, groW1h, or expan sion oflhe range of such species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive O rder 1311 2). 
Specialis t (Print NamLand Tit le): Lesll;y R ~chman, District Weep CooljdinatorSi"".,"" ""d 0"" ~~ r! tv. 'if I'll 1010 II 
Rationale: lfvc hicle washing ocCIUIs·prior to entry to the eMPA., implementation Oflhis proposal would not result in significant 
impacls 10 noxious weeds. 

Addic iono l review (As determined by the Authori7.ed Officer): 

RMP conformance aod ex review confirmalion :

Speci.1$I (erinl Name ",d Tille .~~t\-v.ru-"{~ , Q., 'C:.L 

Date : 

!\'lanagemenl Determination: Based upon review Oflhis proposal, I have detcnnincd the Proposed Action is in confomlance with 
the CUP, qUiJlities as a categorical exclusion and docs not require further NEPA analysis. 

;i:::':=\J::~e~ sry,!Dale 

Note: A separate decision document may be prepared fo r Ihe action covered by this Categorical Exclus ion fo llowing program-specific 
guidance. 

(Only include the following language if (j lease. peYl"i/ or other authorization is not issued or other program-specific regulations do 
IIVI GfJPly.) 

Decision: II is my decision 10 irnplernentthe Proposed Action with Project Design Elements (if applicable) as described above. 

This decision may be appealed 10 the Interior Bo..1.rd of Land Appeals (ISLA), Office of ille Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulat ions (C FR), Part 4 and Fonn 1842- 1. If an appeal is filed, your notice of appeal should be 
mailed to the Burns District Office, 2891 0 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 30 days of nx::eipt of the decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in crmr. 

A copy o f the appeal, statement or reasons, and nil other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional So licitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department orthe Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Ponhmd, Oregon 97205. Iflhe notice ofuppcal did 
nOI include a statcment of reasons ror the appeal, it must tx: sent to the Interior Board of land Appea ls, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals, 80 J Nonh Quincy Street, Arl ingtoll, Virginill 22203. it is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return rece ipt requested. 

Request J or Slay 

Should you wish to file a molion for s tay pending the Oll tcome of an appeal of this decision, you must show sufficient 
justificalion based on Ihe following slnndards under 43 CFR 4.21: 

• 'Ille relative harm to the panics if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood oftbe appellant ' s success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irrcp<lnlble hann if the stay is not gmmcd. 
• Wbether or not the public interest favo rs granting thc stay. 

As noted Above. the motion for stay must be filed in the office of the authorized onicer. 

Joan~cr, Andre"'f Resource Area Field Manager Date 
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