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Title or Proposed Action: Oregon Departme nt of Fish and Wildlife' s (ODFW) installation of 50 spider block 

structures in Warm Springs Reservoir in 2011. 


Description or Proposed Action and Project Design Elements (if applicable): ODFW's proposes to place 50 spider block 

stmctures in Warm Springs Reservoir to provide fish habitat and increase angler success. The design of these structures 

makes them attractive to fi sh, provides a complex surface for algal, aquatic plant growth, and colonization by micro and 

macro-invertebrates. Besides providing benefits to various species, these structures minimize the risk to boaters in a 

drawdown reservoir, and eliminate potential dam safety issues. 


There are large areas of Warm Springs Reservoir that are deficient in habitat appropriate for warm water species. The 

lack of natural cover, which is critical to all life stages of fish and other aquatic life, is one of the factors limiting the 

fisheries in Warm Springs Reservoir. Although restoration of cover in the reservoir has long been a priority for ODFW's 

Warm water Fisheries Program, the local availability of natural cover such as bmsh, trees, and logs is extremely limited, 

while transportation and constmction costs make using these materials extremely problematic and costly. Conversely, 

artificial slmctures like spider blocks are easy to construct, transport, place, and are often comparatively inexpensive. 


In addition to providing invaluable fi sh cover. these structures can serve a dual purpose for they attract fish making them 

more accessible to anglers. Water levcl fluctuation at Warm Springs Rcservoir often renders the boat ramp unusable; 

essentially, limiting angler access to bank fishing. Strategic placement of these spider blocks at various elevations in the 

reservoir will help concentrate lish in areas where anglers can access them. 


This project would enhance the reservoir ' s recreational fi shery. The "spider block" habitat stmctures are comprised of 14 

seven-foot lengths of Yo-inch diameter flexible polyethylene pipe placed in an 8"x8"x 16" cinder block base and secured 

with poured concrete. The structures readily s ink and rest on the bottom, and function as artificial submerged brush. 

ODFW has placed 100 structures in Prineville Reservoir and 50 structures in Hagg Lake. ODFW has documented the 

effectiveness of these structures as tish attractors/eover and, have had no issues regarding movement of ,these structures. 

If the stmctures placed in Wann Springs Reservoir are detennined to pose a risk sometime in the future, the.ir design 

allows for their easy removal and/or relocation. 
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Wann Springs Reservoir spans both the Malheur Resource Area of the Vale District BLM and the Three Rivers Resource 
Area of the Bums District BLM. The 50 spider blocks will be spread throughout Warm Springs Reservoir on both 
Resource Areas. Malheur Resource Area is also completing a Categorical Exclusion (DOI-BLM-OR-V040-20 11-0035
CX) for this same action. 

Lega. Description (.fllth Lonlio" "'ap): Warm Springs Reservoir 

B. ConrorlDance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name: Three Rivers Resource Management Plan' Record ofDecision 
Date Approved/Amended: September 1992 

(Optiolll: cOIl/orms to LUP): The proposed action is in conformance with the Three Rivers Resouree Management Plan Reeord of 
Deeision even though h is not spceifically provided for, beeause it is clearly eons is tent with the following decision: Aquatic Habitat: 
AH 2: Improve existing warm water fish habitat to good or better condition and provide for increased warm water game fish 
production by the year 2000. Expand warm water fish habitat, as opportunities arise, and when no confliets occur with existing game 
fish populations. 

BLM Categorical Exclusion Rderence (516 DM, Chapter ll): APPENDIX 4 BLM Categorical' Exclusions: 
A. Fish and Wildlire 2, Minor modification of water developments to improve or facilitate wildlife use (e.g., modify enclosure fence, 
install flood valve, or reduce ramp aceess angle). 

Screening ror Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumslances (516 OM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual aetions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indkated specialist reconuncnds the proposed action does nol: 

2.2 Have on resources resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; natural landmark.s; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 

. or critical 

Dot 

rh,;<I;np Bates, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

~~~~~ 
migratory birds. 

Christine Bates, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

there should to 

Rationale: No impacts to water resources and flood plains would be expected from this 

(Print Name 
and Date: 

Plalnt,Con!j<:rv,uionist 

Rationale: Potential 11111'1 Dl,"' in nature and would not be eonsidered significant. 
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Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Rationale: No 

2.3 uses ofavailable 

conflict's concerning alternative uses of 

with potentially significant environmental 

Coordinator 

Ralionale: There are no known actions with insignificant but cumulatively significant 
environmental effects. Implementation has occurred two reservoirs with good success. Implementation is site specific. 

listed, or eligible for listing, on the National of Historic Places as 

or 

are present. 

or 

1:z;~~"Ul< Bates. Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

~~~~~~~~~~ ~~__~-'1~~~~~~/~~____~~~__~~~____~__~________________~~ /~
structures would improve habitat for thc Endangered Bull trout (Salvelinus conjluenlus). 

are present. 

Coordinator 

OR020·1791·0 I 
(Revised January 2010) 

I 



Signature and Oat 

Rationale : Implementati n wall adve e effect on minority or economically disadvantaged 

. 

o ulations as such ulations do not occur in near the ro"ect area. 
2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of In ian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 

adverse I affect the h sieal inte ri of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007 . 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): ~~7;>.<;~cr ~d~...r 

Si nature and Date: 


Rationale: ~S~ 'T ~ 


Weed Control Act and Executive Order 131 12 . 
Specialist (Print Nam and Title): /.. U .. '""\ 
Si nat lire and Date: 

2. 12 Contribute to the introduction. continued existence. or spread of noxious weeds or non alive invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious 

Additiooa) review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 

rr·pconformance and ex review confirmation: 

' ' ''"'''' (,'"' • • ... "",). ""..". "'''''' D',"" ,,~"" ""J\::~~' Coo"m••• 

Date. 

Management Dcternlination: Based upon review of this proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in confonnance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis. 

Richard Roy, Three Rivers Field 

Decision: It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action with the approved Project Design Elements as described above. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), Office of the Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 4 and Form 1842-1. Ifan appeal is filed . your notice of appeal should be 
mailed to the Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 30 days of receipt orthe decision. The 
appellant has the burdcn of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy oCthe appeal, statement of reasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Rcgional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Orcgon 97205. If the notice of appeal did 
not include a statement of reasons for the appeal. it must be sent to the Interior Board of Land Appcals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals. 80 I North Quincy Street, Arlington. Virginia 22203. [t is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested . 

Request for Stay 

Should you wish to file a motion tor stay pending the outcome oran appeal of this decision. you must show sufficient 
just.ification based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.2 I: 

• The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied . 
• The likelihood of the appellan!"s success on Ihe merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm ifthc stay is not granted . 
• Whether or not the public interest favors granting the stay. 

~oted above, the motion. for stay must be filed in the office of the authorized ~~ 

Richard Roy, Three RIVers ,eld Ii a Date /7L-----
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