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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENViRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVA.L 

ex Number: DOI·BLM-OR·B050-2010-0032·CX Dale: April 28, 2010 
File Code (Proj«tJSuial Number): OR-66320 
I)reparcr: Tara McLain, Realty Specialist Applicant: Oregon Waler ResoUJct:S 
Tille of Proposed Action : Si lver Creek Waler Gauging Station 

Description of Proposed Aclion and Project Design [Iements (if applicable): 

The proposed aclion is to grant a Federal Land Managemen! Policy Act (FLPMA), Til le V, right-of-way (ROW) granllo Oregon 
Water Resources which would authorize them to construel, operate, maintain, and lennina!c a water gauging sialion on public domain 
land managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed water gauging station would be installed on the bank of 
Silver Creek near Riley, Oregon (see auached map) to gauge water tcmperarures and water levels year round for 20 years. Installation 
would take place in latc September 20 10, after water temperatures have cooled. Construction would take approximately 2-3 days and 
the work would be completed using hand tools such as shovels, wheelbarrows and hand trowels. First a small concrete pad, 4'x4 ' in 
Si7.c, is constructed and the water gauging box is attached 10 the concrete pad. A trench, approximately 6" 10 12" deep, is dug from the 
concrete pad to the slream. A 2" diameter galvanized pipe is laid in the trench and covered with concrete and the dirt that was 
removed from the trench. TIle data box is solar powered by a smal1 solar panel extending out the top of the data box. If necessary an 
enclosure would be built around the data box to inhibit vandalisnl or [iveslOck damage. [n addition. a bank operated cable way would 
be installed for high flow measurements. Tlle bank operated cable way consists of two poles installed on opposite sides of Silver 
Crcek with a cable running between them. Approximate ly once each year, during high flow, a weight would be manually reeled 
across the stream for n ve locity measurement every fool. 

The site would be accessed approximate ly once each month, year round to collect data. Al1 access, including construction , would be 
from exi sting grave l ronds and the din road that accesses the campsite ncar where the Slation would be installed. No offroad travel 
with a vehicle would be authorized and a stipulation for wei roads would be included in the grant. 

TIlc proposed ROW is within the Three Rivers Resource Management Area. There arc valid ex-isting rights encumbering the lands 
within the proposed ROW area for a road to the US Forest Serv ice, OR-05039; however. the road docs not conniet with the water 
gauging station . 'nlere arc 11 0 valid mining claims, rights of third parties or other tit le factors that would prohibit the grant orthe 
I{OW. The proposed ROW is localed in thc Ryegrass grazing ullollnent No. 7009 and there would be no affect 10 caule grazing or 
livestock management . 

The Dry Lake Allotment Ecological ReSIOl1ltioll Project surrounds the location oflhe water gauging station. The two projects would 
not interfere with eae·h other in any way . 

Legal Description ( . Il.<~ _""'_U• • '\'.pl· W.M.. T. 22 S., R. 25 E., sec. 12, NE14SEV.SWIJ •. 

8. 	 Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): Three Rivers Resource Management Plan 
Dale Approved/Amended: September 1992 

The proposed action is ill conformance with the applicable LVP, even though it is not spec ifically provided for, because it is clearly 
consistent with the following LUP deeision(s) (objectn.·es. (emu. and conditions): Three Rivers Resource Management Plan. Page 2
183, Management Action LR2.6, "Applications for rights-of-way, permits, leases and other realty actions will be processed in It timely 
manner on a casc-by-casc basis, utilizing the NEPA process." 

8LM Calegorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM. Chapter II): J.3 Conducling environmental monitoring, included are 
conslruction, insta llation, and operation of small monitoring devices suc.h as wells and automatic water samples. 

001 Ca tegorical Exclusion Referencc516 01\12. Appendix I): N/ A 
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• 
Scret'ning for Exceptions: The fo l~lg extraordinary circumstances (S 16 OM 2, I~ndix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed actIon does no/: 

CATt:GORICAL EX CLUSION EXTRAORDIMRYClRCUMSTAl" CES OOCUME/Io7'"TION 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

Spedalist (Print Name ~.7>' 
SignalUre and Date: 6/'/1.:> 
Rationa le: No signi ticanfimpacls on hc~lIl or safety. 

2.2 Have sign ificant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park. recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national nantrallandmarks; sale or principal drinking w\ller 
aquifers; prime famllands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monumcnts; 
mi 'ratory birds; and other ecological-Iy significant or critical areas. 
Migratory Oirds 
SjX.--cialisl (Print Na:m~nd Title): Jason BreAr, Wildlife Biologist 
Signature and Date: J .. 1;,/2/11) 
Rationale: TIle sma~al e of the project . and temporary disturbance dunng mon1.hly data colk-ctions would not impact migrato ry 
bird populations in the area. l be project area is by a primitive camp site adjacent to 3. road, and receives disturbance from frequ ent 
usc by recreat ionists . The gauging station itself is small, and would be installed when most migratory birds have already left or are 
migrating out of the area. Data collection would take less than a day, and any disturbances would be limited to the immediate 

. project area. 
Historic and Cultu ral Resources 
Specialist (I'rint Name};9d Tit~: Scott Thomas. District Archaeologist 
Sil.!.nature and Date: • ~~. 1_ I/) 
Rationale : No cultural resources are located within the project area. 

Areas of Critical Environmental ConcemIResearc h Natural Areas 
Specialist (Print Name ~tle): DO~inn - ~:~ ~aoger 
Signature and Date: - -_ \ 
Rationale: NO RNAs or ACECs \Yl:l uJd be aOected as a result of this proposal. 

Water ResourcesfFlood Plains ..t , . 
Spt.~i a li st ( Print Name~~itl~) : ~': A G~ 1 tJ ~I7~l.ntt-i"-
Sign""" ' nd Dale ' ,,,,.., :--"1 'tG 1. { ,,1, ,,. 0 
Rationale: Any impacts to waler resources or flood plains would be negligible. Disturbance is lim ited to a small 4x4 area and a 
small temporary trench. Monitori/1' activities would not affect water resources.lfloodplains. 
Soils. Iliological Soil Crust. Prime FHmllands 
Specialist (Print Name a~itle) : D~~Linn  Plant Conservationist 
Signature lind Date: ~ (... p., _\(") 
Rationale: No significantlrnpacuYo these resources would result from this proposal . 

R~[!;:al isml Yi:i ual B~sQ!.!r~e~ 
S~cialist (Print N::U~tlc)':', J.o.btI Be~~, Outd';.; ,~:reati02:flanner 
51 'nature .and Date: . .11-: -/ 
Rationale: The projWarea is within VRM Class III which req uires pan ial retention of the existing character of the landscape. The 
project area is by a primitive camp site adjacent to a road and the gauging station itself is small. Construction will only take a few 
days and the site would be accessed approximately once each month. year round to collect data so no significant impacts to these 
resources would res ult from this proposal. 
WildcmcsstWjld and Scenic River Resources 
Specialist (Ileint Name/:.:d J'itl~.... 
Signature and Date: Lo {'/, h. 
Rationale: There are no Wilderness, Wilderness Study Areas, or Wild and Sccnic Rivers Present. 

2.3 Have highl~~Or\ttoversial environ~ en t a l effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources [NEPA SIX: 'on 102(2 (E . 
Specialist (Prillt ~~~dTitl 
Signature and Date: \.\'IC 

'"1\ ~:~es;.,.D~striDPlanning(PI Inftdtrotal Coordinator 

Rat ionale: There are no known highly con troversial c romnental effec or u~resolved connicts concerning alternative uses of 
available resources. Stream monitoring is a cOllimon r ctice on BLM-administered lands. The action is small in scale (4 x4 area 
with buried pipe and cable system) and construction w uld be temporary (2-3 days). Momh ly monitoring effects arc not expected to 
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aOdd cumulalively~the activities a' 'd occurrin' in the area (next to a campsite <II ad . 
2.4 Have highl)\uncenain entilJ lly significant environmental effects or i ve uni uc or unknown environmental risks. 
S~iali sl (Print N~t\1'-!ld Titl : th~a ~I!"ges , Di~t~t Plan~i!).~ ~E v!~onmenlal Coordinator 
Si9J1ature and Dale-:Vf\.O(, . lj,....J;;;<I\k (A , y ) (j) d.. fD 
Ralionale: There are no known highly uncenmn or ~' tcn l iaUy sign i Icant environmental etTecls or unique or unknown 
environmenlal risks. Stream moniloring is a commob praclice on BLM-administered lands. lhe aClion is small in scale (4x4 area 
with buried pipe and cable system) and construction would be temporary (2-) days). Monthly monitoring effects are nol expected 10 

add cumulativell..lO the activilies already occurrin' in the area (nexlto a campsite and road): 
1.5 Establi a »(ecedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about fu ture actions with potentially significant 
environmental e ~cts .\ 
Specialist (Print ~e~ "itl~) : ~~0Jl4\. 'Sh~es. Distric!.!lan~inf:\& E v~~menta l Coordinator 
S;gnalu<c and DaI~x.:l."\(~ JOl ~ri" (\ 1 J ) l n \rl. . \1 ) 
Rationale: Implementat ion of the proposli l wO'tj ld nmAel a precedentlfor future actions or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmenm l effects. Stream monitoring is a COlT\mon practice on BLM-administered 
lands . The act ion is small in SCAle (4 x4 area with buried pipe and cable system) and construction would be temporary (2-3 days). 
Monthly monitoring effects are not expected to add cumulatively to the activities alre ..dy occurring in the area (next to a campsite 
and road). 
2.6 Have a d tre.ct relationship to other actions with individually insignificam but cumulatively significant environmental 
effects. \ '\ 

Specialist (Print NaOO ~il.Ild Tit~) : fi.ho es, District Plannin, ~ , nvironmeOlal Coordinator 

S;on"u", ' nd D'~1'i ' '''''' ) ({.. ~j((j'n ~ 1H-11"" 

Rationale: There are no known individually i nslg~i~~l t but cumu lluive y significant environmental effects. The action is small in 

scale (4x4 area with buried pipe and cable system) ilOQ oonstruction wo uld be temporary (2-) days). Monthly monitoring effects are 

not expected to add cumulatively to the activities already occurri"-,~ in the area (next to a campsite and road). 

1.7 Have significant impacts on propenies listed, or eligible for lisling. on the National Register of Historic Places as 

detemlincd by either the bureau or office. 

Special ist (Prinl Name a1¥f Title): ScOIl Thomas, District Archaeologist 

Signature and Date: b _ / - J'. 

Rationale: No National Register listed or e ligible properties are located witJlin the project area. 


2.8 1·lave significant impacts on species listed. or proposcd to be listed, on the List of End..ngered or Threatened Species. or 

have significant impacts on desi ' uated Critical Habitat for these soccies. 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Fauna 

Specialist (Print Nam~t1d Ti tle): Jason '!rewer, Wildlife Biologist, / ,. 

Signature and Date: '-1. ~-1. - /,,/'2...J9') 

Rationale: There are,::Si6 threatened or endangered species in the project area and there is no designated Critical Habitat for 

terresuial wildl ife. 

Endangered or Threatened Soccies-Aquatic 
Specia list (Print Name ~'!. Title): U ~c;. C;'(""ZLnJ-t ~ N 12. 5:.- r i 'PttK"'\ o.....~ 
S;gn,,",c ,nd D'Ie: -"- . {-n Mt;;t LP I I , ,0 
Rati~nale: There are 'no threatened or endangercd species in the project area and there is no designated Crit ical Habitat for aquatic 
specIes. 

Endangered Qr Threalened Species-FIQra 
Spec ialist (Print Name a'ld !,it Ie): Dougla.u.. inn - Plant .. Conservationist 
Signature and Date: To;'\,. ·V~ b, - 2...~ I 0 
Rationale: No l1lreatened15r Endattgcrcd species of Flora or associated Critical Habitat are present. 

2.9 Violate a Q~ eral law, or 0 State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protect ion of the environment. 

Specialist (Print Nl'IlT lind Tit\C)\~ho~ K",!,es, District!lann}ng 'f",E,\vironmcntal Coordinator 

Si~na[Ure and Da~ ?( - \. V ( A II ) LO \ rl.-I \ -~ 

Rationale : No known laws or rc uirements or rotec 1 of the environment would be violated. 

2.10 Have a di >onionatel hi 'h and adverse e ect on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898 . 
Specialist (Print No le~ld Title): rR~n~Karg s. District Plan ning & \En v~onmental Coordinator 

S;gna,"<candDaI~"""' r ~h~" ~" , f) "' \A.\r'=> 
Rationale: Implementation ofthc proposal would not reSlJl~in a dispropbnionately adverse effect on minority or economically 
disadvantaged populations as such populations do nOI ocbuf in or near the Project Area. 
2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or signi ficantly 
adversely affect the phys ical intel!,rity of such sacred siles (Executive Order 1) 007). 
Specialist (Print Name alJ.'VTit le): Scott Thomas, District ~rchlle1!log i st 
Sig.nature and Date :~ •....,.-z. b- " -I 0 
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' Rationale: No sacred sites or acees,- ' J acred sites arc known 10 occur within the PT\....../ lrea. 

2.12 Contribute to the imroduclion , continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions thaI may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion or the range ofsuch species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13 112), 

Specialist (Print Name[j1{Tille)#te~lj~' Richman. Di S~C W ed Coordinator 
Signature ",d Date, I, V> 10 
Rationale: Noxious weeds a,:_~~wn 10 be present in closl pr xim ity to this area. Treatments are on-going. The weeds arc nOI 

present in sufficient quanlity 10 be considered a significant impact at this lime. 

Additional review (As dctcnnined by the Authorized Officer): 

RMP conformance and ex review confirmation: 

special~inl Name and Title): Rh nda Karges, District Planning & Environmenta l Coordinator 


S ignalU~~ D..e~\ ;s.\ \ \) 

Management Determina tion: Based upon review of this proposal, I have detennined the Proposed Action is in confonnance with 
the lUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require funher NEPA analysis. 

." '_ d n T hnep K,'fer5 ~ie\J rf\af1£lA.Cr
Auth~er (Prim Name an . . u..:.na..r "O~ I ....... J 


I SignalUre j{~cvil~~ Dale ~'Y(P/z/tO 
Note: A decisionlcuer and Bureau orland Manage~~t Right-of-Way GrantITemporary Use Peml i!, Form 2800- 14, are the decision 
documents that will be prepared to authorize the action covered by th is Categorical Exclusion following Lands and Realty specific 
guidance. 
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2800 (ORB050) 
OR-66320 

Enclosed is a copy of a Right-of-Way (ROW) grant, serial number OR-66320, which allows the 
use of public land for a water gauging station.  It was approved by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) on June 22, 2010. 

This ROW grant is exempt from rental fees in accordance with 43 CFR 2806.14(a)(2). 

This ROW grant is exempt from monitoring fees in accordance with 43 CFR 2804.16(a).  

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in 
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4 and the enclosed Form 1842-1.  If 
an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 
30 days from receipt of this decision.  The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision 
appealed from is in error. 

If you wish to file a petition (request) pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 2801.10 or 43 CFR 2881.10 
for a stay (suspension) of the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is 
being reviewed by the Board, the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal.  A 
petition for a stay is required to show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below.   

Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must also be submitted to each party named 
in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the 
Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the original documents are filed with this office.  If 
you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 

Standards for Obtaining a Stay 

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a 
decision pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards: 

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied, 
(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits, 
(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and 
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.  

If you have any questions, please contact Tara McLain, Realty Specialist, at (541) 573-4462. 



 
      
 

 

Sincerely, 

/signature on file/ 

Richard Roy 
Three Rivers Resource Area Field Manager 


