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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEM ENT 

BURNS DISTRICT OFFICE 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

CX Number: DOI-BLM-OR-8070-2012-0037-CX Date: June 12, 201 2 
File Code (Project/Serial Numbers): 710525, 710448, 711164, 
7 10524, 715328, 7105 17, 7105 18, 7 15829, 711 165,71 11 62,711222. 
Preparer: Autumn Toelle, Rangeland Management Specialist Applicant: Grazing permittee 
Title of Proposed Action: Ruby Springs Cattleguard Cleaning 

Description ofProposed Action and Project Design Elements: Clean twelve cattleguards located in existing fence lines along the 

Moon Hill Road and the Ruby Loop Road. Overtime the movement of soil results in the pits below the cattleguards filling in. Once 

the pits are filled, and dirt is packed between the bars on the cattleguard, livestock are able and willing to walk across them, making 

them ineffective barriers. By maintaining and cleaning these cattleguards, livestock will not be able to cross them, making them 

effective barriers and decreasing problems of livestock entering areas where they are not authorized to be. 


Legal Description (attach LO<Jition Map): 


Dell Witzel Cattleguard: T.30S., R.32E., Section I 0 SW Y.SWY. (Krumbo Allotment #6008) 

Moon Hill Cattleguard: T.31 S., R.32.75E., Section 12 SWY.SEY. (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Moon Hill Road Cattleguard #I: T.29S., R.32E., Section 27 NEY.SEY. (K.rumbo Allotment #6008) 

Moon Hill Road Cattleguard #2: T.30S., R.32E., Section 3 NWY.SEY. (Krumbo Allotment #6008) 

Moon Hill Road Cattleguard #3: T.30S., R.32E., Section 22 SWY.NWY. (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Moon Hill Road Cattleguard #4: T.30S., R.32E., Section 36 SWY.NEY. (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Moon Hill Cattleguard #5: T.31 S., R.32.75E., Section 24 NEY.SEY. (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Olofson Cattleguard: T.29S., R.32E., Section 27 NEY.SEY. (K.rumbo Allotment #6008) 

Ruby Spring Loop Cattleguard #2: T.30S., R.33E., Section 32 SEY.SEY. (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Ruby Spring Loop Cattleguard #3: T.30S., R.33E., Section 19 NEY.NWY4 (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Ruby Spring Loop Cattleguard #4: T.30S., R.32E., Section 2 NWY4NEY4 (Ruby Springs Allotment #6007) 

Ruby Spring Loop Cattleguard #5: T.29S., R.32E., Section 34 NEY.NEY. (Krumbo Allotment #6008) 


B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): 2005 Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area Record 
of Decisions and Resource Management Plans 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP, even though it is not specifically provided for, because it is clearly 
consistent with the following LUP decision(s) (objectives, terms, and conditions): 

Projects and maintenance ofexisting and newly-constructed facilities will occur; however, the level o f maintenance could vary based 
on annual funding. Normally, routine operation and maintenance actions are categorically excluded from NEPA analysis ... Such 
activities could include, but are not limited to, routine maintenance ofexisting ... cattleguards ... These types of act ions are part of 
implementation of the RMP and should not require further analysis to implement'' RMP-15 . 

BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM, Chapter ll): 

DOl Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1): 1.7 "Routine and continuing government business, including such 
things as ....maintenance..." 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 OM 2, Append ix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCUMENTATIOl\' 

2.1 Have si1mificant imoacts on nublic health or safety. 

Specialist (Print Name 
Signature and Date: 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wi ld or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 
migratorv birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 
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Migratory Birds 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): 
Si!mature and Date: ~ 
Rationale: Project location are small ~.I acres each) and would occur in r(revi¢lsly disturbed areas. Migratory birds may avoid 
or flush from the immediate area ofactivity, but this disturbance would be temporary (generally less than a day for each 
cattleguard). 
Historic and Cultural Resources 
Specialist (Print Name ~d Titl~):_S~homas, District Archeologist 
Signature and Date: ~~ ~~.. - i; -1 '2--ll-
Rationale: No cultural resources are known to occur in the proposed project area. 

oncern/Research Natural Areas 
:ACaryn Meinicke, ~atural Resource Specialist-Botany 

(lfl -( 
Rationale: No impac •L will occur as a result of this project. 

Water Resources/Flood Plains 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Daryl t~al Resource Specialist-Riparian 
Signature and Date: /Z' ,)V'~ ,ZcJ.7 7 

Rationale: Disturbance would be small and co ned to small , previously disturbed areas. No new sign ificant impacts would occur 
as a result of this project. 

n Meinicke, Natural Resource Specialist-Botany 
'12-12--

Rationale: No significa 


Recreation/ Visual Resources 

S~ecialist (Print Name ~n? Title): Eri~ Haakenson, Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Sumature and Date: f ...- .LL~ It,.~ 6 I z - I '2

Rationale: No significant impacts to Recreation or Visual Resources since the cattleguards are already installed. 


Wilderness/Wild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Eric Haakenson, Outdoor Recreation Specialist 

Signature and Date: f.: ~; /j ~Lc,~ " ~ f 2 - t~ 


Rationale: The proposed project is not in a wilderness area, WSA or WSR. 


2.3 
resources 
Specialist (Print Name 
Si!mature and Date: 
Rationale: There are no known highly controve-rsial 
available resources. 

2.4 ue or unknown environmental risks. 

Rationale: There are no known highly uncertain and entially significant hivironmental effects or unique or unknown 
environmental risks. Maintenance ofcattleguards is ommon practice in rangeland management to control movement of 
livestock. 

2.5 Establish a.,.t>recedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 

environmental effeets~ 


Specialist (Print Natne 

Si!mature and Date: 


principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental 
ommon practice in rangeland management. 

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 
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Si!mature and Date: 

Rationale: There are n own direct relationships to other actions with individul\.IIY insignificant but cumulatively significant 

environmental effects. 


2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or 

determined bv either the bureau or office. 

Specialist (Print Name 1J.Yd Tit!~): Scott Thomas, District Archeologist 

Si!mature and Date: 

Rationale: No National Register eligible or listed properties are located within the proposed projects area(s). 


2.8 

sted threatened or endangered s¢cies,.6r designated Critical llabitat at or near the project 
sites. 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Daryl ~~~ural Resources Specialist-Rjparian . 

Sie.natureandDate: ~~ /Z. -~c2ol<?.... 

Rationale: There are no known federally listea threatened or endangered aquatic species or Critical Habitat at or near the project 

sites. 

Endangered or Threatened Species-F. 

Specialist (Print Name and , einicke, Njitural Resource Specialist-Botany 

Sie.nature and Date: lft "t 2 IL 

Rationale: No T&E spec d Critical Habitat are present. 


2.9 

Specialist (Print Name 

Signature and Date: 

Rationale: No known Jaw or requirementt mposed' for t he pro 


2.10 Have a dis 

Specialist (Print Na,me 

Sie.nature and Date: 

Rationale: Implementation would not result ina disp 

populations as such populations do not occur in or n 


2.11 

Rationale: No Indian.<Sacred sites or access to Indian sacred sites will be affected by the proposed project. 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112}. 
Specialist (Print Nam1and J'itle): Lesl~~icpman, District Weed Coqrdinatr r 
Sie.nature and Date: ()/\ I n j r... ~ f.(~ ~'-~ lJJ I / 7:7 Zc I 2---
Rationale: Noxious weeds are kn~ to be present in and in close proximity to this area. Treatments are on-going. The weeds are 
not present in sufficient quantity to be considered a significant impact at this time. 

Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): ~,....,;;;;d.<-<=- . Rangeland Management Specialist 

Signature: ~~ Date: (p-lZ...-1"2. 

RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: 

OR020-179 I -0 I 
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Signature: Date: 

~~ 
tok)\ \;)_ 

Management Determination: Based upon review of this proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in conformance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis. 

fficer (Print Name and Title): ~~~i\.Sy, 9 \.&_ \(\~'"YA.OJ"-

Date: (y \ \~\ \~ :j 

Note: A separate decision document may be pr(p4red for the action covered by this Categorical Exclusion fo llowing program-specific 
guidance. 
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Bureau of Land Management

Burns District, Oregon


Note: No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of these data

for individual or aggregate use with other data. Original data was
 
compiled from various sources and may be updated without notification.
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