
UNITED STATES 
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

BURNS DISTRICT OFFICE 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

CX Number: DOI~BLM-OR-B050-2013-0029-CX Date: 03/20/2013 

File Code: 7100 

(Project/Serial Number): 710053 Voltage Seeding (19611, 71193Vo1tage Rehab Seeding (1968), 714348 Double Strikl.}· 
Rehab Seeding (1974), 710649 Dry Lake Spray Seeding;(1961), 710672 Dry Lake Seeding (1964 

Preparer: Travis Hatley, Range Management Specialist Applicant: BLM/Permittee 

Title of Proposed Action: Princeton Allotment Seedings Maintenance 

Description of Proposed Action: The Princeton Allotment (#5301) Seedings Maintenance would be located on 
Bureau ofLand Management (BLM) administered land in the Burns District, Three Rivers Resource Area; which is 
primarily seedings. The Princeton Allotment consists of five original seedings. The original seedings are the 
Voltage Seeding (1961); Voltage Rehab Seeding (1968); Double Strike Rehab Seeding (1974); Dry Lake Spray 
Seeding (1961); and Dry Lake Seeding (1964). These were seeded with crested wheatgrass as a livestock forage 
base replacing forage in the Drewsey area. 

The proposed seeding maintenance, which consists of brush treatments and seeding, would rehabilitate those parts of 
the original seedings located within the Princeton Allotment boundary by seeding crested wheatgrass and forage 
kochia, and invigorate existing herbaceous vegetation through brush removal. The goal ofthis maintenance project 
is to increase diversity and structure within the plant community for wildlife habitat, improve forage quality, 
stabilize soil, and prevent invasion by exotic noxious weeds. 

The seedings have an increasing amount ofrabbit brush and sagebrush, along with Sandberg Bluegrass and 
cheatgrass. The increase of brush species has in part lead to many of the Crested Wheatgrass plants found in the 
seeding to become unproductive. As the brush species have increased and the crested wheatgrass become 
unproductive, shallow rooted Sandberg bluegrass, and the invasive annual grass, cheatgrass have become dominate 
on the site. 

The increase of the Sandberg bluegrass and cheatgrass is not beneficial to wildlife or livestock. In addition, the 
shallow root systems could easily lead to erosion. As the site becomes unproductive and degraded, the risk of 
additional invasive plants (other than cheatgrass) establishing increases. Current brush species would be treated 
with a Dixie harrow to rejuvenate sagebrush plants by removing some old plants while allowing younger plants to 
persist. The openings created by the Dixie Harrow would be inter-seeded to compete with annual grasses. 

A cooperative rangeland management agreement with the permittee would be created, in which the permittee would 
provide labor and tractor to assist in treatment implementation and cost, with the BLM providing seed, broadcast 
seeders, and seed drills. The permittee will ensure that all equipment used for this project is cleaned of vegetative 
debris and mud prior to performing brush treatments or seedings in the allotment to prevent the introduction of 
noxious weeds. 

Brush treatments, removing some shrub type plants, would occur during winter months to allow perennial plants to 
be dormant at the time of treatment, and to not disturb migrating wildlife in the spring. The seeding would occur 
during late fall and winter months and begin when seed is available for purchase. Seeding would be done with 
rangeland drills where possible and in locations not conducive to drilling, a broadcast seeder mounted on a tractor or 
ATV would be used. The entire maintenance would not be performed in a single year, but would occur over a 
number ofyears as resources are available. 

Associated with this maintenance would be monitoring performed on 11 trend sites currently located in the 



allotment. Additional monitoring for noxious weeds will occur following any brush treatments and/or seedings. 

Legal Description: The Princeton Allotment Seedings Maintenance is located 30 miles Southeast of Bums, Oregon, 
contains 13,817 acres. This allotment is west of Highway 78, and sits at approximately 4220 feet in elevation. 
See Map A (Allotment Vicinity), Map B (Princeton Allotment Boundary and Seeding Maintenance Area). 

• 	 Located at: W.M., T. 27S., R. 32E., sec. 1-4,10-15,22-25, and 26; and, W.M., T. 27S., R. 33E., sec. 4-9, 
16-21, and 30. 

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): 
Date Approved/Amended: Three Rivers Resource Management Plan, dated September 1992 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP, even though it is not specifically provided for, 
because it is clearly consistent with the following LUP decision(s) (objectives, terms, and conditions): " ... seedings 
should be properly managed and monitored to ensure that resource objectives are accomplished." Appendix 12. 
Standard Procedures and Design Elements for Range Improvements, page Appendices 179. 

Three Rivers RODIRMP September 1992, Grazing Management Program Objective and Rationale, GM 1.3, page 2­
36. Utilize rangeland improvements, as needed, to support achievement of multiple-use management objectives for 
t;u\;h uiluimt;ni u:s :shuwn in Apptmuix 9 anu Iviap ruvi-3. Rangt: irnpruvt:mems wiii be consrrained by Sranciarci ana 
Procedures and design elements shown in Appendix 12. 

RJ.M C.ategorkal Exdusion Reference (516 DM, Chapter ll): None 

DOl Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1): 1.7 "Routine and continuing government 
business, including such things as maintenance and replacement activities having limited context and intensity (e.g. 
limited size and magnitude or short term effects). For monitoring: 1.6 "Nondestructive data collection, inventory 
(including field, aerial, and satellite surveying and mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities." 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to 
individual actions within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does 
not: 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or 
cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural 
landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood 
plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or 
critical areas. 
Migratory Birds 
Specialist- Tomas Kamienski 
Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: The project woul t e place in a previously disturbed area (converted non-native crested wheatgrass 
seeding) that provides little structural or vegetative diversity and low quality habitat for most migratory birds. The 
timing of seed drilling would occur in late fall (generally between October and mid-November) when few 
migratory birds are in the area. However, forage kochia could be drill seeded separately anytime from October to 
mid-March. Project activity in February or early March may temporarily displace some early arriving migratory 
bird species in the immediate area, but would be complete prior to critical nesting periods. The seasonal timing of 
the disturbance, short duration of the disturbance, and marginal migratory bird habitat potentially affected 
su ests few birds would be dis laced. Once established, the maintenance seed mix would rovide additional 



Rationale: There are no known highly uncertain or potentially significant environment effects or unique or 
unknown environmental risks. The seedings are existing rangeland improvements on the landscape. The action is 
to erform routine and continuin maintenance on ran eland im rovements. 
2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with 

otentiall si ificant environmental effects. 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly 0 ·, is "ct Pia ·ng and Environmental Coordinator 
Si ature and Date: 04/04/2013 
Rationale: Implementation would not set receden or future actions or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects. The BLM routinely performs seeding 
maintenance and these seedin ran eland im rovements current) exist on the landsca e. 
2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 
environmental effects. 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, District Pan ing a vironmental Coordinator 
Si ature and Date: 04/04/2013 
Rationale: Implementation does not have any known direct tionship to other actions with individually 
insignificant but cumulative significant environmental effects. The seedings are existing rangeland improvements 
existing on the landscape. The action is to perform routine and continuing maintenance on existing seeding 
ran eland im rovements. 
2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic 
Places as determined b either the bureau or office. 
Specialist - Scott Thoma District Archeologist 
Si nature and Date: ~~.....- ..,...... II /. 1 
Rationale: The proposed seeding maintenance would not affect National Register listed or eligible properties. 

2.8 

Rationale: There are n 
ro· ect area. 

2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the 
environment. 
Specialist- Holly Orr, District PI 
Si nature and Date: 0 

Environmental Coordinator 
04/04/2013 



structural and vegetative diversity, and may improve the quality of habitat for migratory birds. 

Historic and Cultural Resources 
Specialist- Scott Thomas istrict Archeologist 
Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: There is no perennial water prese tin the project area. Reducing erosion across the project area would 
be beneficial to water resources in the larger watershed. 

Specialist - Caryn Mettm:'ll:' 

Si nature and Date: 
Rationale: Seeding wit e:ste:cl whe:!ltgr!lss and fi rag ochia will assist in preventing soil erosion by wind and 
water. If biological soil crusts exist within the project area, they will be disturbed by both the harrowing, brush 
beating and drill seeding; however, the negative impacts associated with these treatments is outweighed by the 
future benefit of stable soils and prevention of invasive annual grasses and other noxious weed species. Providing 
stable soils and preventing weeds will provide the necessary habitat for biological soil crusts to reestablish within 
the treatment area. There are no prime farmlands within the project area. 

Rationale: Princeton e ing Maintenance is located in a VRM Class IV area which allows for modification of 
the landscape character. The project would take place in a previously disturbed area and seeding maintenance 
would be short in duration spread out over a number of years as resources are available. There would be no 
significant impacts on recreation or visual resources, however overtime rehabilitating the Princeton Seeding 
would benefit wildlife habitat. 

Wilderness/Wild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist- Tom Wilc..Qx. Out_90or Recreation_3p 

Si ature and Date: ~ '~ - 06/26/2016 

Rationale: There is no Wilderness, WSA, WSR or lands with Wilderness Characteristics in the project area. 


2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative 

uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102 2 (E)]. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, Di tri t Pl, _.,.~.
......... and Environmental Coordinator 
Si ature and Date: 04/04/2013 
Rationale: There are no highly controversia environ ta effects or unresolved conflicts concerning alternative 
uses of available resources. The seedings are existing rangeland improvements on the landscape. The action is to 

erfonn routine and continuin maintenance on existin ran eland im rovements. 
2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown 
environmental risks. · 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, D ' Environmental Coordinator 
Sia:nature and Date: 04/04/2013 

http:Wilc..Qx


Rationale: The proposed seeding maintenance would not affect access or integrity of Indian sacred sites. 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread ofnoxious weeds or nonnative invasive 
species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range 
of such s ecies Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112 . 

l Resource Specialist (Weeds) 
t~tL/ 

Rationale: Noxious own to be present in or inc ose proximity to this area. Treatments are on-going. 
The weeds are not resent in sufficient uanti to be considered a si · cant im act at this time. 

RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: None 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, District Planning and Environmental Coordinator 

Signature: ~ Date: Aj'l~JJ 
Management Determination: Based upon review of this proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in 
conformance with the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis. 

d Title): "chard Roy, Three Rivers Resource Area M~nJer 

Date: ~JI/~~~~ff3~--­
Decision: It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action as described above. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), Office ofthe Secretary, in accordance 
with regulations contained in 43 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR), Part 4 and Form 1842-l. If an appeal is filed, 
your notice ofappeal should be mailed to the Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, 
within 30 days of receipt ofthe decision. The appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy of the appeal, statement ofreasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional 
Solicitor, Pacific Northwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 500 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 607, 
Portland, Oregon 97232. If the notice of appeal did not include a statement of reasons for the appeal, it must be sent 
to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 801 North Quincy Street, Arlington, 
Virginia 22203. It is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested. 

Requestfor Stay 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome of an appeal of this decision, you must show 
sufficient justification based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.21: 

• The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm ifthe stay is not granted. 
• Whether or not the public interest favors granting the stay. 

(\ 
Date 

officer. 



=:J Three Rivers Resource Area Boundary 

Note : No warr<mly is made by lhe Bureau of L<md ManCJgement 

Jr individuu.l or aggregate use wtth olher dam . Original data was 
piled from various sources and may be updated without notifica tion . 
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