’ UNITED STATES
DESARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT
BURNS DISTRICT OFFICE

CAT‘EGQRICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APFROVAL

€X Number: DORBLM-OR-BOS-2010-037-CX Date: September 3, 2010
File Code (Project/Sertal Number): OR-66120 N ‘
Preparer: Skip Renchier, Resity Specialist Applicant: BLM I[aitiated Achion

Title of Proposed Action: Mortimer Canyon Road Basement
Deseription of Proposed Action and Projort Design Elements (if applcable):

The proposed action is to acquire an exclusive, public road easewent under the authority of Section 203 6f FLPMA finm private
individuals. The purpose and need for the casement would be to provide documented, legal access avross private property on the
Murtimer Road, BLM Road No. §246.0-00. The easement would provide for administrative and public access from the Cow Greek
County Road to public lands porth of Highway 20 between Rattlesnake Creek and Cow Creek. Legal public access on this portion of
the road is oritical for public wood cutting, bunting and other recreational opportunities.  The Mortimer road is a developed road
constructed from native soils and has been in existence for many vears, T hag tacitly been wsed by the pablic for years and a public
prescriptive right of access under the Oregon statutes may be presuwed. However, no formal assertion, scknowliedgement or
adjudication of such = right has ever occurred and, without a documented easement, public access on the road is ot risk. Therefore,
BLM is proposing fo acquire the easement to ensure that public agcess is availshle into the future.

As consideration for the sasement the private landowners have requested and BLM Is propoging to install, own and maimain two
cattieguards on the Moriimer Road on public iands north of the private property and the easement locasion. The cattleguards wouild
replace exdsiing wire gates where two fences cross the Mortimer Road.  The purpose and need for the cnttleguards is to eliminate the
possthilty that gates ase left open resaliing in livestock siraying from the BLM grazing aliotment to the north onio private lands 1o the
south and vice versa. Cattleguards would also provide more convettient and efficient access o the pablic and for administrative

purposes,

Legal Description auacs Locsiton Mapy:

Easement; WM, T, 228, ROUE, ses. 27, BWUNEY, SEUNWY, NWLSEK,
North Cattleguard: WM, T.228, RG22 E, sep, 22, NEUSWY,
Soath Cotleguard: WM, T. 228, B32ME, sec. 27, NEUWNWY,

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP} Giame): Throe Bivers Resource Management Flan
Date Approved/Amended: August 5, 1992

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP, even though 1t i not specifizally provided for, because it (s cleady
comnsistent with the following LUP decision{s) (objectives, ferms, and canditfonsh: LR4.1, page 2-188 - Acquire and mainiain legal
public and administeative access o public fand consistent with other resource values,

BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM, Chapter 1)

H BEL16) ~ Acquisition of easermnents for an existing road or issuance of ieases, permits or rights-sfeway for the use of existing
faciliiies, improvements, or sites for the same or sindlar purposes.

11.9G.(2)-InstaHation of rontine signs, markers, culverts, ditehes, waterbars, gates or catllegmards onfor adjacent 1o roads and irails
wentified in any land use or transportation plan, or eligible for inzorporation i such plan,

BXOH Categorical Exclusion Reference (515 BM I, Appendix I}

i.7- Routipe and continuing goverument business inchuding snch things as supervision, administsation, operations, maintenance,
renovations, and replacement activities haviag lmited context and intensity {¢.g., limited size and magnitude or short term effects).
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Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary citcumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed sction does nor:

£ ATEGORICAL EXTCLUSION EXTR&QRD!N‘&RY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCHMENTATION
Bpecishist (Print Name 2

2.4 Have significant impacts on .
Signature and Date; ?ﬁ/?é o)
Ratiorsle: The propospd action would have limited effects on public health and safety.

22 Have significant impacts on such natursl resources and unique geographic charscterislios as historic or cultural resources;
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural Jandmarks, sole or principal drinking water
aguifers; prime fHrmdaads; wetlands (Execative Order 11890); flood plains {Executive Order 11958); national monuments;
migraiory birds; and other ecologically significant or ¢ritical areas,
Mizratory Birds
Specialist (Peint Name and Tite): Jason Brewey, Wildlife Bislogist
| Sigmarure and Date: W W g., e Y Y2
Ratignale: Granting’of an easement is an administ:ative action and would have no imp=ct fo migratory birds. Installation and
maintenance of cantle gnards may fiush birds from the immediate area, but effects wounld be indirect and last only a6 long a3 the
disturbance {generaily less than & duy). Installatien of cattleguards may reduce the disturbange at gates by sliminating the need for
vehicles to stop and fravelers to oxi vehicles in order &0 open and close gates.
Hastarie and Cultaral Resourees
Spectalist (Print Mame © pad Title : Scozz Thoras, Disitlct Acchacologist
Siznaiure and Date: | a Ay C?-- i 200
Ruetionate: The propesad would have no eff’&:z:t:& fiy historic or cultutal resources because litle new surface disturbance would occur
as & result of the propossd action,

sf Ceines| Bovironments! Concern/Fesearch Natural Ares
Specxahst {Z’mzz Wame and Tilek glas Linn — NRS Plam Comervationist
Sipnature and Date: CYe . Fow Yoo LT
Rationale: No RMNAs or ACECs Would be affected a5 a resuli of this proposat.

Water Resources/Flood Plains Nttvra d X1 RiiAre &t - i kit
Speeiaist (Print Name and Title ), 14 e 1 3 r" L alé <5
| Signature and Date: &M 9- iVl 74
Ratiomaie: The proposed action would have fo effect to water resources or flood plains.
Soils, Biglopiz 1] Crust, Prime Farmoland
Specialist (Prisd Nome and Titled: Doughas Linn — NRS Plart Conservationist
_Signatuce and Dats: oyt qp il

Rationale: No significant impactsio these resources would result from this proposal.

Recreation Visual I{emﬁwﬁs
Specialist {Pring Namg.g

g2, Outdoor Recreatios Planner

Signature and Date: ‘08 -7 00

Rationale: The secti LM Road No, 6246-03-0¢ for the proposed casement is i VEM Class IV,
Management setivities may dominate the view and be the mujor focus of viewer attention. Legal public access on this portior of
the yoad would benefit hunting and other recreational spporiumties.

Wilde fWild and Scenic River Hesouree

Speciatist (Print Name and Tide): Eric Haakenson, Wilderness Specialist

Signature snd Date; F-7« Lorp

Rasionaie: The are no Wilderness, Wilderess Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers ar Jands with wildemess churacteristics
affecred by the proposal,

3 Have highly controversisl environmental effects or invoive varesolved conilicis concerning alternative uses of availabiz
resources [NEPA S{Ti@n 102023 (BN,

Specialist (Print Name gnd Tli!e) eﬁands K r es, Dstrict Planning & Eanfiropmental Coordinaior

| Signature and Date [AY A T C{ 11D

Rasionale: There are 5o kslown highiv controversial envigdrinents! effeck of fnresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of
availabie resources. The road exists and Drplementatio @ the proposal would merely provide ivgal access for the public,
Instaiiation of cattleguards in an existing read is a routine BLM sction.

2.4 Have highly uncermin and potentially sigaificant environmental effects or invelve unique or unknown environmential risks.

Zof the WIQ F ;mr Road

(k)
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Specialist {Print Nan&;ﬁ?{%ﬁ:@on a ges, District Plamiﬁ"& Erpvironmental Coordinator
Signature and Date: ' (LAZN I L0

Rationale: There are no knowh unceriain or pmenézazﬁ significant envirormental effects or unigue or unknown envirenmental risks.
The road exists and implementation of the praposal ®éald merely provide Jegal secess for the public. Installation of cattleguards in
a5 existing road iz 2 rostine BLM action.

15 Bgiablizh ﬂmﬁem for future action o represent # decision in principle abow future actions with polentially significant

enviroamenal effe {

Specialist (Print NaWﬂe} r§es, District Planni fz ?vumuncntal Coardinator

Signature and Date: o N {}.L KNIA Ug\ o

Rationale: Implementation of the proposa! would ot setk precedent for future actions or represent 4 decision in principle about

future actions with potentally significant snvironmental £ffects. The road exists and implementativn of the proposal would merely
provide legal access for the public. Installntion of eattleguards in an existing road is a rontine BLM action.

1.6 Have 2 direct relationship o other actions with individually insignificant but cumalatively significant environmental
affecis,

Spscialist {Print Nafgegnd ’F:tle) ﬁmia ar s, District Planning &anwmeniat Coordinginr

Signature and Date: TN Wiy Wip

Rationale: Thete 816 N0 kzmm zzximduaiiy msagmficarﬁ%umia&wly significant environmental effects. The road exists and
implemeniation of the proposal weuld merely provide legal access for the public. Installation of cattleguards 1n an existing road 132
routing BLM action. Continued use of the existing road is not expected 1o add any affects beyond those already occurring.

2.7 Have significant impacts on properiies listed, or efigible for listing, on the National Hegister of Historic Places as
derermmined by cither the bureau or office,

Specialist {Primt Name z 09 ’{‘ztie} %cott FThomas, I}zsmct Archawiagzst
Signaiure and Date: S0

Rationale: There are no propﬁr‘fzex tisted or r;:l:gi {o fof ¥zstmg ‘on the Nafional Register of Hisionie Places oocurriag within the
praject ares,

2.8 Have significant unpacts on spesics listed, or propossd to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or

have sigaificant impects on designated Critical Habllat for these species.

Endangered or Threatened Species-Fauna
Speciatist (Print Namg.and Title): Jason Brewer, Wildiife Biologist
Signature and Date: aﬂ'v"/ M G P =200

Rationale: There srefio federally endangered or threatened species or designated Critical Habsiat present in the srea. Greater sage-
grouss are a candidate species that are present in the projest ares, but the disturbance from the instaliation and maimenance of
caltiepuards at previously disturbed sites vonld have no impact to this species due w0 the short duration of the disturbancs
{generally tess thara day). Instaliation of catileguards may reduce the disturbance af gates by eliminating the nead for vehicies
stop and wavelers to oxit vehiclos in order to open and close gates.

Endangered or Threate poigs-Asuati MBS« £250R6 mm.
Speciatint (Print Name and Title): Lisa Grant, Kange-Munsgerment-Specistns
Signatuse and Date: L@%ﬁ’ T F = [ LD

Rativimie: There are no knewn Endangered or Theeatengd Species -~ Aquatie in the srea of the proposcd action.

Endangered or Threatened Specics-Flora

Specialist (Print Name and Tnle): Douglas 1 NRS Plane Conservationist

Signature and Date: %, @t 1)

Rationzie: Ne Threatened or iza?ﬁmgerc species of Flora or associated Crivical Habitat ave present,

2.9 Viplate a ng?ez:gl law, ora &ate tocal, or wribal law or requirement imposed for the pratection of the environmens,

Specialist (Pring Na K hgnd ges, [Hstrict Plannin ronmental Coordinator

| Signature and Date: « DN end /L m(}&gh %)i\“‘\

Rationale: Mo known laws o rcqmrcmcms for protectiont the env ;mmut wm; id be viclated, The road exists and
implementation of the propusal would merely provide 18gal access for the public, Installation of cattleguards in un existing road s a
routing BLM action,

210 Have a éqmwmanatc]y high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations {Executive Order 12848).
Sp«:x:zahss {Print Nanw azxd TFitle)rRhonda Kagges, District Planaing & Favir mzzmtzz% Coordinater

Ratianale: Emplﬁmemahon Df ii’m proposal would not resfiina dzspwpamena}ely adverse effect on ménority or economicaliy
disadvantaged sopulations as such populations do not oeCHlr in or near the Projert Area.

21t 1imit aceess 1o and veremanial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious praciitioners or significanily
adversely affect the physical integrily of such sacred sites {Executive Order 13807,

Speciziist (Print Name and Titie): Scett Thomas, District Avchaeologist

| Bignatore and D . con® 7 e 7Y =
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Raticnale: The propesal would improve access to Federal Tands by Indian refigious practiioners.

212 Centribute to the infroduction, continued existence, of spread of noxinug wesds o nonnative invasive species known 10
acclr in the arca or actions that may promots the intraduction, growsh, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxions
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112,

Spevialist {Print Namg and Tailek: Xﬁey ichmuas, Z}istzieta d Cf{}rﬁiimtar
Signaure and Date: 10,0(g, iz 41 fo

Rationale: Noxious weeds are kgpfiva to be present in and in clbse proximity to this area. Treatments are on-going. 1he weeds are

nnt present in sufficient quantity to be considered a significant impact a1 this tme.

Additional review (As determingd by the Anthorized Officer):

RMP conformance and CX review confirmation:

Sigm“&s&\u\gi@éwogo owe: Ao

Mapugement Dotermination: Based upon review of this proposal, § Bave delermined the Proposed Action i it conformance with
the LUP, quslifies ag a categarical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis,

}iutﬁari::?('}f{iccr Print Name ard T} Rick Roy, Three Rivers Resource Area Ficld Manager
Signature: //‘%‘,—— “? Date: ?'/{53/{2%&?

Decision: it is my decision to irmplement the Proposed Action with Project Design Elements {if applicabie} 45 described above,

Specialist t;-l;s‘ii\ﬁt Namwe and Title); Rhonda Karges, District Planning & Envirermmental Coerdinator

This decision may be appealed in the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLAY, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with reguistions
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulations {CFR}Y, Part 4 and Form 18421, H an appeal is Hlgd, vour notice of appeal should be
maiied to the Burns Diswric: Office, 28810 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 87738, within 30 days of receipt of the decision. The
appetiant has the burdes of showing the decision appealed is in error,

A copy of the appeal, statement of reasons, and all other supporting docurnents shoold alss be sent 1o the Hagional Solicitor, Pagific
Norirwest Region, U.S. Departruent of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97203, If the notice of appeal did
not include @ statement of reasons for the appeal, it most be sent to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Henrings andd
Appeals, 801 Neorth Quincy Sweet, Arlington, Virginia 22203, It is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, returs reveipt veqiested.

Request for Stay

Should you wish to Hle 2 motion for stay pending the cutcome of an appest of this decision, you must show soffisient
Jjustification based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.21:

The relative harmn o the parties if the stay is granted or denied.

The ikelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits.

The tHkelthood of immediate and irveparable harm if the stay is not granted.
Whether or ot the public interest favors granting the stay,

« % & &

As noted above, fhe motion for stay mas_éi be filed in the office of the anthorized officer.

) i ool

Title and Signature of Aulhorized Oﬁef

ORO20-1791-01
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