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File Code (Projed/Serial Numbcr):OR-6667I 
Preparer: Tara Mclain. Realty Specialist 	 Applicant: Harney Electric Cooperation 
Title of Proposed Action: Juniper Ridge Well Powerline Right-of-Way 

Description of Proposed AetioD and Project Design Elements (if appllciable): 

The proposed action is to grant a right-of-way (ROW) to Harney Electric Cooperative under the authority ofTitle V, Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act, and the regulations at 43 CFR 2800 to authorize a power line to a private parcel near Chickahominy 
Reservoir. The grant would provide Harney Electric Cooperative with the right to construct, operate, maintain. and terminate the 
powerline existing on 4.6 acres. Research by HEC shows the line was built in 1977 for a stock well in the Juniper Ridge allotment. 
There is no evidence ofan authorization at the BLM or with HEC for the power line. Evidence from the range files show the line was 
put in in conjunction with the Bureau ofLand Management (BLM) to power a BLM stock welL The line is already in existence and 
noW is being authorized. The power line origina1l's at an existing HEC service line on private land and traverses 1.9 miles in length 
and 20 feet in width on public land to a private parceL 

The ROW area is within the Three Rivers Resource Area. There are valid and existing rights encumbering the lands within the ROW 
area for telephone service, road access, and a reservoir; however, they do not conflict with the power line. There are no mining claims 
or rights ofthird parties or other title factors that would prohibit the grant of this ROW. It is located near Riley, Oregon 

The existing location ofthe line is described on the attached map, Exhibit A. The power line was constructed using techniques and 
equipment typical for this kind offacility and terrain; this includes auguring holes, setting poles, and hand stringing line. The line is 
14A 124.9 kV capacity and is built according to Rural Utility Services (a Federal agency) specifieations. Access for construction and 
main1l'nance ofthe line would be along the existing line and the existing corridor. 

The power line ROW is located in the Juniper Ridge allotment, #07016. The ROW would not conflict with grazing management. 

Legal Description (_tulith Loes:tion Map): 

W.M. T. 23 S., R. 26 E., Sec. 28; SWY..NEY.., WY:.SWv.; 
Sec. 33, NWY..; 
Sec. 34, SW'I.. 

B. 	Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): Three Rlvers·Resource Management Plan 
Date Approved/Amended: September 1992 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP, even though it is not specifically provided for, because it is clearly 
consistent with the following LUP decision( s) : 

LR2: Meet public needs for use authorizations such as rights-ofway, leases and permits. 

LR 2.3; All speCial management areas, totaling 95,530 acres, are designated right-of-way and realty land use authorization avoidance 
areas as shown on Map LR·2. 

A portion of the existing powerline is in the Chickahominy Recreation Site which has been deSignated a ROW avoidance ZOne. An 
avoidance area is defined in the Three Rivers RMP in Appendix21, page 205 as: Areas with sensitive resource values where rights-of
way and Section 302 permits, leases and easements would be strongly discouraged. Authorizations made in avoidance areas would 
bave to be compatible with the purpose for which the area was designated and not be otherwise feasible on lands outside the avoidance 
area. 

While the powerJine could conceivably be moved to private lands outside the state and BLM lands in order to wholly avoid the 
Recreation Site, this would cause considerably more resource damage than leaving it in place. The powerJine was built in 1977 prior 
to the designation in 1992 as a ROW avoidance zone. The powerline is an alreadY existing feature that services BLM activities in the 
form ofthe water welL Additionally the powerlme is compatible with the recreation site because it has been in existence both before 
and while the recreation site has been in operation. In addition, the power line also provides power to the existing campground at 
Chickahominy reservoir. Therefore, the power line is supportive of and compatible with the purpose for which the area was 
designated. . 
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BLM Categori~al Exclusion Referen~G6 DM, Chapter 11): Realty, E: 17 Grant ofUrt Right-of-Way for utility service or 
'terminal access roads to an individual residence, outbuilding or water well. 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 OM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

I CATEGORICAL ExCLUSION EXTRAORDtNARYCIRCUMSTANC~..DocIJM===E"NT-"A~Tl=O",N'-···_______________-1 
: 2.1 Have signifiCant impacts on public health or safety. 

: Specialist (Print Name 
S· ature and Date: 
Rationale: No signi 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime funnlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order I 1988); national monuments; 
migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critiea\a:rt'as.:.... -----------------------1 
Migratory Birds 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Jason Brewer, Wildlife Biolo '51 

: Si anti Date: 
i Rationale: Granting e ROW for an existing powerline oul not lead to any new effilets to ruigratory birds or their habitat. 
I 

Historic andCultllral Resources 
Specialist (Print Name an Title): Scott Thomas, District Arch eol gist 
Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: Three arc a ological sites occur along the power me OW. Two ofthe three were slightly damaged during the original 

werline construction. However,issuin the ROW at this time would nol affect an ofthe sites. 

Areas ofCritical Environmental cernlResearch Natural Areas 

Specialist (Print Name and ). Mei . cke,flll.S-Botariy 

Si ature and Date: -I'7-tf 

Rationale: There are no 


--Water ResourcesIFlood Plains 

Specialist (Print Name 
, Signature and Date: 

Rationale: There are 
ROW. 

Recreation! Visual Resources 
Specialist (Print Nam d 'tle' 0 

•Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: Visual R ce management: This line is alrJe'l;dy in existence and has been since 1977; therefore it will not alter the 

• Specialist (Print Name and i 
• Signature and Date: 

Rationale: There would 

Soils Biolo 'cal Soil 
RS-Botany 
·9--11 

. hin the proposed ROW. Soils and BSCs will not be adversely affected by granting the 

: visual resource. /IJ ~ ....Fk'f." -t '" /,Q.c ~a.;o..-+, ()/fJ. • 

WildernessIWild and Scenic River Resources 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Eric Haakenson, Wilderness Specialist 

Signature and Dale: .....I.~~~-g;(-~~'!?te~f£::::::'_:_:_=!:::.;.::.~-..!..J~--------:--------_l
Rationale: There is no wilderness; WSA or WSR within the project area. 

2.3 Have highly comroversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
TeSOUTC<ls[NEPA Section 102 2 ' 
pedalis! (Print N d Title): g ,District Planning and Environmental Coordinator 

Si ture and Date: . 
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J Rationale: No known highly controven.... ,.,mvironmental effects or unresolved conflictsVe..;.mg alternative uses ofavailable 
, resourCes were identified The powerline lS an existing feature on the landscape and the ROW is to authorize its existence, ! . . 

2.4 lIllve highly uncertain andp<>tentially significant environmentltleffects or involveuni ue Or unknown environmental risks. 
pecialist (Print Nam d Title): Rhond. Kar 05, District Planning and Environmental Coord' ator 

Signature and Date: 

ly u certain or potenti ly s' own environmental risks 
were identified. The owerline is an existin feature e landsc. and the ROW is to authorize its existence . 

. 2,5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 

. environmental efrec 
pecialist (Print Name e , District Planning and Environmental COOT . at 

Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: No precedent or future actions or decisions in 
effects would occur as the powerline is an existing featur 
BLM routinel authorizes ROWs for owerlines, 

nciple about future actions with . y significant environmental 
the landscape. The ROW is to authorize the powerline's existence. 

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 
effects. 
pecialist (Print Nam g s, District Planning and Environmental Coo 

5i .ture and Date: 
Rationale: No known direct relationshlp to or ODS'th individually insignificant but c ul tlvely significant environmental 
effects were identified. The powerline is an existing rea on the landscape and the ROW is to authorize its existence. 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 
determined b either the bureau or office. 
Specialist (Print Name Title): Scott Thomas, Dis .ct cbaeologist 
Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: Three arcJ\aeological sites occur along e werline ROW. Two of the three were slightly damaged during the original 
powerline construction. None oflbe sites have been determined eligible or listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Issuing the ROW at this time would not affect the sites' National Register status, ..... ~-=~c---:--=------O-=--c----1 
2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List ofEndangered or Threatened Species, or 
have significant impacts on designated C;ritical Habitat for these species. 
Endangered or Threatened 'Species-Fauna 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Jason Brewer, Wildlife B'ologist 
Si ature and Date. 

Rationale: There are no T& 

End r eatened S ecies-F 
Specialist (Print Name and T' 
Si ture and Date: 
Rationale:There are nO T 

2.9 Violate a 

Specialist (Print N 
Si atare and Date: 
Rationale: No known e environment would be violated. 

~2.C!1~O-:-:;-H~av~e~a~d~·~~~~~~=~t;.!==;";:""'''-;;¥-'''7~~~'7==~~u...l",,;ati{)ILS(Executive Order 12898, 
Specialist (print N 
Si ature and Date: 

effect on minori\), or economically disadvantaged 

2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 
adversel affect the h sical inte i of such sacred sites xecutive Order 13007 . 
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SpecialiSt (Print Name and Title): ScoiVomas, Archaeol gist V 
, Si • atbre and Date: , . 


Rationale: Access to' or integrity of Indian sacred SItes ul not be affected by Ibis project. 


7 

i-::-c:-::---:::---;;--,.-,;;-:---;--;---. -.-.--,-----:--::------;- ........--.... --:--:---;--.,--,-------:.
2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive sPecies known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote Ibe introduction, growth, or expansion oflbe rllIlge of such species (Federal Noxious 

Weed Control Act and El<ecutive Order 13112). 


Specialist (Print Name and Title): Lesley Richman, District Weed Coordinator 


Si ature and Date: /3~ r 'b ( 

Rationale: Noxious weeds ar own to be present in close p ximity to this area. Treatments are on-going. With elevated 
disturbance levels, opportunities for new weed introductions and/or spread could increase ..The requirement for the applicant to 
conduct annual weed monitoring and treatments will reduce the likelihood ofspread. 

Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 

RMP cooformance and ex review confirmation: 

Management Determination: Based upon review ofthis proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in conformance with 
Ibe LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and docs not require further NEPA analysis. 

Date: .7;: /,/ 
Note: A decision Jetter and Bureau ofLand anageme gh f-Way GrantJTem'lorntUse Permit, Form 2800-14. are the decision 
documents that will be prepared to authorize the action covered by this Categorical Exclusion following Lands and Realty specific 
guidance. 

AU~~(PrintNarne and Titl : 

Signature: 
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Harney Electric Cooperative Right-Of-Way Map OR-66671 

=-OR66671 -Highways T ...."""""""'<;'''''''''''' 8anauafj..afld~ 
ElJrm~~Bureau of land Management = Paved Road 

Ncft4:Ho -...rIJ II I11IdIo by Ia ...... oft..wJt.Wolfll/iffilent 
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