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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

CX Number: DOI-BLM-OR-8070-2011-0046-CX Date: July 6, 2011 
File Code (Project/Serial Number): OR-66748 
Preparer: Tara McLain, Realty Specialist 	 Applicant: John Brandis, l1I and Harney County 

Title of Proposed Action: Steens Mountain Wilderness Inholding Acquisition 

Description of Proposed Action: The proposed action is to acquire fee title to a 16.91-acre parcel and a 16.41-acre parcel within 
Steens Mountain Wilderness from John Brandis Ill. Mineral rights will not be acquired at this time as they are owned separately by 
Harney County. BLM will pay market value as determined by a qualified fee appraiser under contract with the Office of Valuation 
Services with the Department of the Interior. A field visit has been completed by a Realty Specialist and there is no physical evidence 
of solid wastes or hazardous wastes; there is no physical access to the parcels; and there are no improvements on the parcels. A 
complete environmental site assessment will be completed prior to acquisition by a qualified assistant environmental professional. 

Section 114 of the Steens Act states "the Secretary may acquire other non-Federal lands and interests in lands located within the 
boundary of the ....Wilderness Area." Purchasing this parcel is fulfilling the direction set forth in the Steens Act. 

Legal Description (atucb Loe~tlon Map): 	 W.M., T. 35 S., R. 33 E., sec. 29, S\lz of lot 3. 
W.M., T. 36 S., R. 33 E., sec. 07, NY:. oflot 4. 

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area Record of 
Decision (11.00 and Resource Management Plan (RMP), Page RMP-58, Date Approved/Amended: August 2005 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically provide for in the following LUP decision: 
Land and Realty Goal to provide land, intereSts in land, and authorizations for public and private uses while maintaining and 
improving resource values and public land administration, and; Objective I. Retain, consolidate, acquire land or interest in land with 
high public resource values for effective administration and improvement of resource management. Within the CMPA, Zone IA lands 
consist solely oflands within Steens Mountain Wilderness and Riddle Brothers Ranch National Historic District. Public land holdings 
in Zone IA are retained and increased, with emphasis on acquiring land with high public resource values. 

BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM, Chapter 11, Appendix 11.9, E [ J): None 

DOl Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1.9): Legislative proposals ofan administrative or technical nature, 
(including such things as changes in authorizations for appropriations and minor boundary changes and land title transactions) or 
having primarily economic, social, individual, or institutional effects; and comments and reports on referrals of legislative proposals. 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCUMENTATION 
2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. . ~/Y~ 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): John Petty, Safety Officer Signature and Date: /./ ///jt//r
,
Rationale: No significant impacts on the public health of safety. 	 7 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 

park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 

aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 

mierato~ birds; and other ecolo~>icallv shmi:ficant or critical areas. 

Migratory Birds 


S~ecialist (Print Name~~Title · M~vr,.~dlife:7%g~. )//
sienature and Date: 	 I '-~ 
Rationale: The acquisition ofthe properties will have no eff'echlon migratory birds since there is no disturbance caused by this 
action. 
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Historic and Cultural Resources 
Specialist (Print Nam~ ~Title): Scott Thomas, District Archae9logisV 
Signature and Date: -" r ./ 1/ // "-/ /J 
Rationale: The acquisition of these parcels would not affect hfstoricfand cultural resources. 

Areas o Critical Environmenta~ esearch Natural Areas 
Specialist (Print Name and y;pe einicke, ~RS-Bo~~ f 
Signature ""d Dote: / 1/~ / II·//,?· I 
Rationale: There are no !(CjiC/1; ~s within the ~posed acquisition inholding parcels. 

Water Resources/Flood Plains 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): DarvU\i~, Na~nd Resource Specialist/Riparian or Matt Obradovich Wildlife Biologist 
Signature and Date: ~h ..2c; ~ .zt::rr' 
Rationale: There would be no effecfto water resources or flood plains through this action since there is no proposed ground 
disturbance or chan~?;e to anv current activities on the ground. 
Soils Biolo2ical Soil Crust Prime FannlaJld'j 
Specialist (Print Name and Title · ,f'ei9icke, NRS-B9tany 
Signature ""d Dote: /17 /, /L-r / /! /{'p I/ 
Rationale: Soils and Biologi-~l F'fl"ts will not ~ected by the acquisition ofthe proposed Wilderness lnholdings. There are 
no Prime Farmlands within the Inholdiflgs. (\ 
Recreation! Visual Resources 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Mike Kelly, Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Signature and Date: 
Rationale: No effects to recreation or visual resources are anticipated. 

Wilderness/Wild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist (Print Name and Tit!ef Eri,c Haakenson, Wilderness Specialist 

Signatu<e ""d Date: f: +In V' II - Z 2 · / J 

Rationale: There is no WSA 's or WSR's that would be affected by this proposed action. The proposed action would increase the 

acreage of the Steens Mountain Wilderness by 33.32 acres. This action complies with the Steens Act ''the Secretary may acquire 

other non-Federal lands and interests in lands located within the boundary of the ....Wilderness Area." 

2.3 Have hi m!Y controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources fNEPA{~~-ion 102(2 E)l. 

~ecialist (Print N3b:te !tfJ,d_Title): Rlton~~s, D~tri~Plano~~~ ~vironmental Coordinator 
~atureandDate:~'\{~1<.. Jr\.. "')\I )._.II. f' I l) \\\~\\\ 
Rationale: There are no known highly controVersial vironmental tffects br unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 
available resources. The Steens Act states ''the Secre rf:Y may acquire other non-Federal lands and interests in lands located within 
the boundary ofthe ....Wilderness Area." Implementation of this action would merely acquire non-Federal land and bring it into 
public ownership (a paper transfer ofownership). 

2,4 Have hLilih uncertain and ot ntially si ificant environmental effects or involve uniaue or unknown environmental risks. 
pecialist (Print Nllpl\_~d Tillt\):"{Ulo!!fl K~ges,..Di~~ct Planni~~~d......~ vironmental Coordinator 
ii~?:DatureandDate~'\' ""....._}.In'\:, 1)..-l\ IJ PIA· \\~.-4.....1\ h 
Rationale: There are no kriown uncertain oFpot~ lly significant ehviro ment effects or unique or unknown environmental risks 
associated with implementation of the property tti fer. The Steens Act states "the Secretary may acquire other non-Federal lands 
and interests in lands located within the boundary of the ....Wilderness Area." Implementation of this action would merely acquire 
non-Federal land and bring it into public ownership (a paper transfer ofownership). 

2.5 Establi a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental ffi ts. r\ 
pecialist (Print )\_and Titlt\;: 'Rhohfla Karges, District Planning !,n~E~Yfrorunental Coordinator 
lignalm'e.,dDate· ~ '\:'\ !.10.0;," .I'UQ \\\'..l.d.\\ 1 
Rationale: Implemen~tion would not estab"!!sh ~ ecedent for future hctions or represent a decision in principle about future 

actions with potentially significant effects. The latld use plan with extensive public involvement classified these lands as Zone lA 

in addition the Steens Act states ''the Secretary may acquire other non-FederaJ lands and interests in lands located within the 

boundary ofthe ....Wilderness Area." Implementation of this action would merely acquire non-Federal land and bring it into public 

ownership (a paper transfer of ownership). 


2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 

effects. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): 
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Rat~onale: There woum'be no ~dih~t:t r~~~f~nship to oth~r acti~s with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 
envrronmental effects. The Steens.Act states '~_Secretary may acquire other non-Federal lands and interests in lands located 
within the boundary of the ....Wilderness Area." Implementation ofthis action would merely acquire non-Federal land and bring it 
into public ownership (a paper transfer ofownership). The only known cumulative effect would be an addition to public land 
ownership. 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register ofHistoric Places as 
determined by either the bureau or office. 
Specialist (Print Nam~ ,!itle): Scott Thomas, District A:rchaeqlogist 
Signature and Date: _~ II/I J. /It 
Rationale: The acquisition of these two parcels would nOt affett historic properties eligible or listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List ofEndangered or Threatened Species, or 
have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 
Endangered or Threatened Specjes·Fauna 

Signature and Date: z.z.._ ...vov' ::>A. 


Rationale: There are no known feder~sted endangered or threatened aquatic species or proposed to be listed species, or 

designated critical habitat for any listed sp~cies in this project area so there would be no effects from this proposed action. 


End ered or Threatened~ecies·FloV' /_ <~o 

Specialist (Print Name and Tit . .Winj;_ke, N otany 
 J 

1
Signatw"e and Date: V ~ '--<.. /1-/r., -// 

Rationale: There are no d~en~~} & E or Spec~~tus plant species or critical habitat within the proposed inholding 

acquisition parcels; however, a complete inventory ha:SDot been performed. If any species are discovered, they will be documented. 

Since these parcels fall within the boundaries ofthe Wilderness, opportunities for disturbance if found would be minimal. 

2.9 Violate a ~erallaw, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 


Specialist (Print N d Title :iUJo _~es, District Plann ng aJlf Environmental Coordinator 

Signatw"e and Date:~ \) 0. X" 'f\ It:>. \' \:::l.~\\ 

Rationale: Implementation woul nOl violate Mly ~law or rel}?ire trient imposed for the protection ofthe environment. The 

Steens Act states "the Secretary may acquire oth~r n'Q!j·F.ederallands and interests in lands located within the boundary of the 

....Wilderness Area." Implementation of this action would merely acquire non·Federalland and bring it into public ownership (a 

paper transfer of ownership). 


2.10 Have a dJS oportionately high apd adverse effect on low income or minoritv populations (Executive Order 12898). 

S~ecialist (Print Nat and TiUe~ ~Q!.!dal~~es;.Dis~ct Pl~"ipg 31\d Environmental Coordinator 

Signature and Oat..: J\ · \J ll~ V 1 IJ\.11\AJd- \\d;;lL, 

Rationale: Implementation of tlie proposal Would r(~ result in a dispropbrfionately adverse effect on minority or economically 

disadvantaged populations as such populations do Mt exist in or near-the area. 


2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use oflndian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 

adversely_ affect the phvsical inteeritv of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

Specialist (Print Name -'Jd Title): Scott Thomas, Dis_tr~t A~~haeologist 


SignatureandDate: · _. L,.,.. 11_/;vJ;, 

Rationale: No Indian sacred sites are known to occrtr on these two parcels. 


2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 

occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion ofthe range of such species (Federal Noxious 

Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112}. 

Specialist (Print Namt) an<\ Title}r;Le~ey Richman, District ~~d,Coordini!!OF 

SignatureandDate: lWU.~ .KAciii.J/1.,;1 1./\ L!C::t'l--"1--z......
Rationale: Noxious weeds atfi known to be present in br inlclose proximity to this area. Treatments are on· going. The weeds are 

not present in sufficient cman'titv to be considered a significant imPact at this time. 
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Additional review (As detenoined by the Authorized Officer): 


RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: 


Specialist · t Name and Title): 


::::montDete<mlnatlon~vlew ofthl' pmpo<al, Ih::•:cte~~~:~~po"d Ae.,on ;, In eonfonn~eo wlili 

the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEP A analysis. 

Authorized Officer (Print Name and Title): ::JO tt.l"\. _s,._-rt._er-, held t'vft~.n"'f]et' 

oatooSignatureo d~"7 · 4-J/v-- I jsjzo/2.. 
Note: A separate decision document may be prepared for the action covered by this Categorical Exclusion following program-specific 
guidance. 

Decision: It is my decision (or Proposed Decision ifgrazing related) to implement the Proposed Action with Project Design 
Elements (if applicable) as described above. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), Office ofthe Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 4 and Form 1842-1. If an appeal is filed, your notice ofappeal should be 
mailed to the Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 30 days of receipt of the decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy ofthe appeal, statement ofreasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205. If the notice of appeal did 
not include a statement of reasons for the appeal, it must be sent to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals, Office ofHearings and 
Appeals, 801 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia 22203. It is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested. 

Requestfor Stay 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome ofan appeal of this decision, you must show sufficient 
justification based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.21: 

• The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted. 
• Whether or not the public interest favors granting the stay. 

As noted above, the motion for stay must be filed in the office of the authorized officer. 

I J..r/zo12.. 
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