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CX Number: DOI-BLM-OR-B050-2011-0044-CX Date: 7/13/2011 
File Code (ProjeetlSerial Number): c:7/'t ~~:zc~if7J -/br' 
P~eparn: Bill Dragl Applicant : EP Minerals 
TIlle or Proposed Action : AUlhori1.c retesting of existing sample core holes in Hidden Valley and North Kelly Field 

Description of Propo"d Action and Projed Design Elemenls (if applicable): In 2002 Eagle Picher Minerals Inc. (EP Minerals 
prede~essor) .filed an exploration plan to drilltcst holes to sample ore in ' ·Iidden Valley and North Kelly Fie ld. They conducted the 
samphng durmg the summer of2oo2. The samples were tested to characteri7.-C the diatomite. These were destructive tesls. so the 
sample material cannot be reused. Since then EP Minerals' (EJ» mark.els for diatomite have changed and additional data on ore 
characteristics arc required. 

On May 15 , 2011 EP submined a reqllestto Bums BLM 10 conduct sample drilling at27 points in Hidden Valley and 17 points in 
North Kelly Field in the same areas Ihat were sampled in 2002. If fewer samples yield adequate informution or a test point is not 
accessible, fewer test holes will be drilled. 27 and 17 are thc maximum number of test holes for each llrea. There may be fewer. EP 
would usc a rotary drill mounted on a truck Ihat can traverse rough terrain. They will also use a support pickup truck. This is all the 
motorized equipment that would be used. The test sites arc accessible from existing roads and other mine developments . No oew 
roads or drill pads would be created. When sampling is complele each drill s ite would be rehabilitated by grading with hand tools and 
reseeding with species already approved for use at the mine. All work including rehabilitation of the drill sites would be completed 
during the 20 II field season. 

8. 	Conformance with Land U" Plan (LUP) (name); 
Date Appmved/A mended : 

The proposed action is in confonnance with the applicable LUP, even though it is not spee ifienlly provided for, because it is clearly 
consistent with the following LUP decision. "EM 3: Provide maximulll opportunity on Fedemlmineral estate in areas identified as 
open to operation of mining laws for Ihe exploration and locntion of locatable minerals." EM 3. 1: The Celalom Mining area is in the 
1.666.181 acres "open 10 location ill the planning area." Map M-3 idenlified the area of the Ce latorn Mine as having high potcotial for 
diatomite. 

BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (5 16 OM. Chapler J I): F. 7. "Approval o f minor modifications to or minor variances from 
activities described in an approved exploration plan for leasable, salable, and locatable minerals." 

001 Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 OM 2, Appe:ndix I): NfA 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (5 16 OM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated speciaiisl recommends the proposed action docs IlOt: 

CAn:GOHI(;AI , F.XCLIJSIOi'il EXTRAOHIIINAR\' C!RCliMSTANCt.:5 DOCUMt:NTATION 

2.1 Have significant impacts 011 public health or sllfety. 

Spec iali" (P"", N''''2' 'Y'~Y' Saf'1/,'%~calth (ko"patio",1 Manager 
Sh' nature and Date: 
Rationale: No signific~ impacts on pubf'ic health or safety. 

Have significant impacts on such natural resourees and unique geographic characleristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national nfltumllandmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); nood plains (Executive Order 11988); nationall)1ollumCnls; 
miQralorv birds; and olhcr ccoloQical',v si 'nificant or crilieal areas. 
M..U:ralory Birds 
S~cialist (Print Nam~ i nd Title): ~son. ?rewer. Wildlire Oi~/st /:J.n,1 
Sie.nature and Date: " ­
Rationale: Test drill(,{g would result in the short term loss ofa negligjbJe amount of migratory bird habitat relative to whllt is. 
available in the surrounding area. lbe primary impact to migrdtory birds would be temporary displacement rrOtn Ihe area durlllg 
drilling. Small species that forage on Ihe ground or in shrubs have the most potcntial to be impacted due 10 the nature of the 
acti vit~. Nestio~ season is nast; therefure no ncsts would be afTeclcd unless Ihe drillin2 extends into next season. If this occurs 
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there m.ay be ~tenlialloss (direct through trampling or indirect through abandonment) ofa few nests depending on the timing of 
the lesung. Disturbance trom the test drilling operation would be limited to a short distance away from the test drilling and would 
be influenced by topography and vegetation. All work would oceur in the vicinity ofaclive mine pits. which likely has decre,lSed 
the density of migratory birds present (especially nesting birds) in the area that could be influenced by test drilling. Due to the 
temporary natu~e of the activity, timing oflhe activity (outside nesting season). and negligible amount of habitat affected, there 
would be no enects 10 PODulations ofmill.ratorv birds. 
Hjstoric and Cultural Resources 
Specialist (Print Name anp,Title): Scott Thomas. Archaeilloeist 
Signature and Date: VL .;y;;;CZP;;. "2 K'-Ii Iii 
Rationale: No historic or cuhural resources would be a!'retted by the proposed project 

Areas oferitical Environmental ConcemIResearch NaMal Areas 
Speciali st (Print Name~an~ Ut.!e)t Bill Dragl, ~ NR. . , 
SiRnature and Date: / A'. flp' ( ./_~ 7 _4F"V/, ~r 
Rationale: The proposed action is not withiif'the 3-~ rs RMP designated ACECs and RNA. It would have no impact on these 
uses and values. C/ 

Water ResourcesIFlood Plains 
Specialist (Print Nam~aJjd Ti*): _~~ndsil~ I?aAvie!. Fis~~rics, I!iol~~ist 
Signature and Date['7t4:.J' NII/J'~ 'rtn VlW' g Il J~.() II 
Rationale: Flood platOs or water q:s.6urces will not be impacted from this localized disturbancc. 

Sojl il Crust. Prjl Fannlands 
Specialist (Print Name anylrtj( lap~ Meif)icke - NR.~, O?~any 
Sie.nature and Date; / I I ViA-t / ctr/I ' (.{ 
Rationale : The test driltin'S¥~' are within akas of past drilling where soil and BSC disturbance has already occurred. There will 
be a negligible impaet to soils and soil crustt'There are no prime farmlands within the proposed test drilling area. 

Recreation! Vjsyal Resources 

Specialist (I'rint Namr.lnd Tille): 10hll'"fD-thea~lIdoor R~reatjon ~l~nner 

StgnatureandDate: (..-J Clf./·Il··VA .dJ X-/-// 

Rationale: The prooo~d project is allowed under vltM Class [V. There would be no significant impacts to recreation under this 

proposed pro' eel. V" 


Wilderness/Wild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist (Print Name .!.!I\d Tit le): ,Eric Haakenson, 

Siu.nature and Date: } ./ / . . In. g - / - / I 

Rationale : There is no wilderness, WSA or WSR within the project area. The proposed project is within L..,nds with Wilderness 

Character (L WC). The proposed test drilling in Hidden Valley is with the Rocky Basin LWC unit which has wilderness 

characteristics. 


The Bureaus orlaod Management's (BLM) 1980 wilderness inventory decision found wilderness character not present on OLM 

admi.nislered lands within the project area. In September of 2007 BlM received infOl:m3li0I1 for a citizen proposed Wilderness 

Study Area (WSA). COllonwood PWSA, indicating that they ibund wi lderness character present. 


In 20 10. a BLM 10 team used current field data along with the citizens' PWSA data and detemlined there arc wilderness 

characteristics within the Rocky Basin LWC unit. Since, no new facililies or motorized access are being proposed there would be 

no expected changes to the wilderness characteristics as a result ofauthorizinl! the oroooscd test drill in; ~roiCc1. 

2.3 Have h\gJ:!ly controversia l environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning altenmtive uses of available 

resources (NEPA s'O tion 102(2) (E) l. 

Specialist (Print Nan~~d T~'tl: RJ:to! tfla ,Karges, District Planning and ~n i~dluUe~~a l Coordinator 

$;""alUre and D • ..,, (';: ~ Il~-( i L >! \ LJDI, 

Rationale: There arc no known higfily eOl.l-,,"ovcrsia~envirollinenlal effects or\m~solved conniCIS concerning alternative uses of 

available resources. The action is to redrilltest hold drilled in 2002 to obtain ndCiitional DE samples. No stmctures would be 

constructed. r-... 

2.4 Have highjy uncenain and potelJtiall si Ilificant cnvironmen I effects or involve uniaue or unknown environmental risks. 

Specialist (Print Nam~~ TitIC~J
~h~O(I i Karges. District Planning a.!l'\ E (v.i!omnental Coon.linator 
S;""",,,,,nd D"e"' .LS\1 1\",-'-1 If " " : ~ I " V \ II N "" 

Rationale : 111erc are no kTlo~n higfily U1\cbfalll or. \'Otentially significa It\:n~lronmental effects or unique or unknown 

ellvironmcntal risks. The action is to redrill test h"d s drilled ill 2002 10 obtain additional DE samples. No structures would be 

constructed. 

2.S Establish a precedent for furure action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental effects . 
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Specialist (Print Name.an(hTiLlc): Bill DraJlJ..,..$uor.~ > -;. _ 

Signature and Dale: / - L /~~ (" ..<'. ~o/ ~ ;;-=:=,,:-:::=:;:;-:::::-=:::.:;;:;:-::-:=:::c=-------l~=~=~"/-/~/"~/"'-
Rationale: The decision would authorize repeli . of previously completed testing. II would not establish a precedent. 

1.6 Have a flirte, relationship to other actions with individually insignificant bul cumulatively signific3m cnvironmCnlal 
effects . \ '\ 
Specialist (Print Nan t 'tnd Title); &h~a. lFa:.scs. District Planni~&an~ ~~ironmental CoorclinUlor 
Si!OlalurcandDatCX ~'''{'''''\·J''~ \( f\.,,-tt.. '/l 9..\ \ \~ " 
Rationale: Implementation would not have ahy kno"'}1 ~irec t relationship 10 other actions with individually ins ignificant bUI 
cumulatively significant environmental cfTC(IS. The OCiion is to redrilltest holes drilled in 2002 to obtain additional DE samples. 
No structures would be constructed and the sile would be returned to its natural condition. 
2.7 Have signilicant impacts on properties li.sted. or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 

detennincd bv either the bureau or office. 

Specialist (Print Name and~Tit[e): SCOII Thomas. Archaeologjst / 

Signature and Date: /l ~ .,... _ R/I/II 

Rationale: No National Register eligible or Iisled properties would be affected by the proposed project . 


2.8 1·lave significant impacts on species lisled. or proposed 10 be listed, on the Lisl of Endangered or Threatened Species. or 

have significant impacts on desigmlled Critical Habita! for these .s~cies. 


Endangered or Threatened Species-faunn 

Specialist (Print Name and Tille): Jaso..n Brewer, Wildlif~~i~ lJ>g ist . I 


Signature and Dat~·:- \L ..u GIlJ .'-rl ll 

Rationale : There arG.ri? listed species or designated Critical ~abitat irl the project area or surrounding area. The potenti ..1 

disturbance from test drilling would not extend mueh beyond the boundary of the project area or aOecl listed species or design'l1ed 

Critical Habitat outside the project area. 

Endan&ered or Threatened Soes:ies-Aguatic 

Specialist (Print Na~I"\<lTitJc) : Lindsa-r 9a~i~, _ Fisherics Biologist 


Signatu", aod Dalor )'I. '1!:cc::~ccII,.,",:,.-r(ti.1Ll/lr..llLlJ) "":.t ~O~Ii~",,============::-;o:======--1
Rationale: T&E S~!d Aquatic species are not present in the proposed areas for drilling. Water draining from the proposed area 
does not now into Critical Habitat. 

ane rThatr' S '-fra 

S~ialist (Print NameJi '4 ~tlM9lryn M; inicke - NRS, ,Bot~~y 

Signature and Date: /. ..l/ VL--(, /' <;(,. I . II 

Rationale: There a~no T ~ or Sped~talus nora SpeCICS or critical habitat within the proPO~ test drilling area. 

2.9 Violate a ~edcra l law, ~r a State, ocal. or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection oflhe environment. 

Specialist (Print Nam,c ~~ Title~~a r'~rgcs . District Plar~~ Ig pnd Environmental Coordinator 
SI20ature'ttdDate ; _\i~,""':\J~ \ (\ i\J:\-,n ~ '\\~)\1 
Rationale : No known ro t...! or reqllirerneruin\i>os~r the protec iO\l Oflhe environment would be violated. The aClion is 10 redrill 

test holes drilled In "002 to obtain additional DE s!u!nples. 

2,10 Have a disPtoDQrtiol\o.,tcl hi -h and adverse effect on loW income or minority populations Executive Order 12898). 


Specialist (Print Nllt.n~JJ.d Tittel, RhQ.'qd: ~arges. District PlaJ)~?'~ , nd Environmental Coordinator 


Siottatu", aod Date"-" , .....S D '\ I ~ A!'J.-:==c::'f,'7,:\(c':::\ ~' ::'.::::0.7:::;:;:=-:;y::::;-::::-:=:::;;:=~==:;;:;---j
~:\~i!.'>Ir\ \. :::::U\1)
Rmionale: !tnplementation of the proposa wou ot result in a diSpr~!~rtiomlleIY adverse effc-ct 011 minority or economically 

disadvanla 'ed populations as such populations d not occur in or ncar the Proiect Area. 

2,11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 

adversely affectlhe physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

Specialist (Print Name and.Title): SCOII Thomas, Archac.91pgjst / 

Signature and Dale:./l . r..,<-/~ / k 

Rationale: Access to or integrity of sacred sites would not be Affected by this project. 


2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur i.n the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth. or expansion of the range of such sp«ies (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13 112), 

~I ~ ~ ~a'~n~~_ · ; ~Le~ .~~ c~oo~ro~_~m_~ to,~C:::~T:=o.:=~:=:=~~~~~:A.~;-~
S~~~la~H~SI (~Pirl!"t~N~ a=a.~~14F~ ' n ~~~~ls~tr~ic~tt~WW~~~~{~d~L ;a~~~»~ I~e~~~~~"~ SignatureandD3te : L.. ..IU9"...e. .f/. ~/...:l_ // 
Rationnle: Noxious weeds aTe known"ro be ~nl in or in tldse proximity to tbis area. Treatments are on-going. The weeds are 
nol present in sufficient auant itv to be consi&red a si2Jlificanl impact attlUs time. 

Additional review (As detemlined by the Authorized Officer): 

Rl\'lP conformance and ex review confirmation: 
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Specialist (~~/41c): Rhonda Karges. District Planning and Environmental Coordinator 

S;gnaturcj/"C ~~~'d--- Date '01/, 
Maoagemenl Determinallon: Based upon review or lhis proposal. I have determined the Proposed I\c\ion is in confornHlm:c with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and docs not require fur1her NEPA analysis. 

Authorized Omcer (Print Name and Tille): ~e{ b KI4v\"'~ 

S;gn~~euiIK ~!;' ID.Ie 

D«ision: 11 is my decision 10 implement th~OPOsed Action with Project Design Elements as described above on the August 3, 
2011 (43 CF. 3809.803). 

This decision may be appealed to the Imcrior Bo.1.rd of land Appeals (18LA). Office of the Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). Part 4 and Form 1842- 1. !fan appeal is filed. your notice ofappcal should be 
mailed 10 the Bums District Office, 28910 Hignway 20 West. Hines. Oregon 97138, within 30 days o f receipt of the decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

This decision will remain in e ffect while any appeals arc pending unless slayed by IBLA. If you wish to file a petition for a slay 
(suspension) of the effectiveness of this decision during Ihc lime Ihal your appeal is being reviewed by the Board pursuant to Part 4. 
Subpart B, 4 .2 1 ofTitlc 43, Code of Fedcral Regulations, the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A JKlition for 
a Slay is required 10 show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal and pelilion for a 
stay must be submitted to each party named in this decision and 10 the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals. 801 North Quincy Strecl, Arlington, Virginia 2220), and to the Office of lhe Solicitor, Regional Solicitor, Pacific Northwest 
Rcgion, U.S. Department of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205 (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the samc time 
the original documents arc filed with this ofrice. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate Ihat a stay should 
be granted. 

A copy of the appcal, statement of reasons. and aJl other suppOri ing documents should a lso be sent 10 the Regional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwesl Region. U.S. Department of the Interior. 805 SW Broadway. Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205. If the notice of appeal did 
not include a statement of reasons for the appeal. it must be sent to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals. 110 I North Quincy Street, Arlington. Virginia 22203. [t is suggested appeals be sent certified mail. return receipt requested. 

Request fOT Stlly 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome of an appea l of this dec ision, you must show sufficient 
justification based on thc following standards under 43 CFR 4.21 : 

• The relative hann to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable hann if the stay is not gran.ted. 
• Whether or notlh<: public interest favors granting the stay . 

As noted above, tlte mOl ion for slay must be fil ed in the office of the authorized officer. 

Pursuanllo 43 CFR 3809.800 (a) and §3809.804, you may, within 30 days of your receipt of this letter, ask the Oregon State Director 
10 re\·iew Ihis decision. If you request State DirC(;tor review of this decision, your "'Tinen request must be a single package that 
includes a brief written statement explaining why BLM should change its decision and any documents that support your written 
statement (sec 43 CFR 3809.805 (a». This dt.-.;ision will remain in effect during the period ofSlate Director review unless a slay is 
granted by the Slate Director (see 43 CFR 3809.808 (3). Requests for Stale Director Review must be senl to the Bureau of Land 
Management. State Director Review, CIO Bums District O ffice. 289 10 Hwy 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738. When you submit your 
request for State Direclor review, you may a lso request a meeting with the State Director (see 43 CFR 3809.805 (b»). 

If you have requested a Slate Director review. you fIIay terminate this review by filing an appeal with the Interior Board of Land 
Appeals (lBLA) during the 30 duys immcdialely following the date of the original decision. If you bave requested a State Director 
review and the State Director decides not to review lhe decision in your case, you may appeal to IBLA. An appeal 10 rBLA musl be 
taken during the 30-day period following the date the State Director decides not to review the decision. Iftbe State Director docs not 
make a decision within 2 1 days of your request, you should consider your request for State Direclor review decli.ned and you have 30 
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days following that 2 I-day period in which you may appeal the original decision to ISLA (see 43 CFR 3809.806). You may also 
appeal an unfavorable decision resulting from the State Director review. If appealing an unravorable decision from a State Director's 
review, you have 30 days from the date orthat decision to appeal to IBLA. 
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Ep Minerals· 


2011 Drilling Program 
Celatom Mine 

Due to market demand and slope failures that have occurred at the Celatom mine EP Minerals would 
like to commence jn drilling additional developmental drill holes outside our currently permitted 
opemting areas. The purpose of these drill holes is to reassess the quality of materials in future 
expansion areas as well as increase our knowledge of the geological structure so we can minimize the 
possibility afany futwe slope failure. This drilling. should it occur, will not extend past areas that have 
been drilled in prior years nor will it identify any new deposits. It will identify geologic contacts and ore 
quality. 

Location 

Drill holes located outside our currently permitted working areas will be in Hidden Valley and North 
Kelly Field. The holes at North Kelly Field will be in the immediate vicinity of the currently active 
Kelly Field pit. The holes in Hidden Valley will be located within the proposed operating area for 
Hidden Valley and will also fall within the area of past drilling. All proposed holes are located within 
all proposed operating boundaries that have been analyzed under the new M PO and EIS. No drilling 
will occur outside the 2008 MPO line. 

Scope of Work 

All proposed drilling will be completed with the rotary air drill. This is a truck mounted drill that can 
traverse rough terrain without the need to create roads or drilling pads. Additionally each d.rill hol~ will 
go no deeper than 100 feet. This will eliminate the need for additional drill steel or air compressors. As 
a result no drilling roads or drill pads will be needed at any of the proposed drill sites. Each site will be 
accessed by the drill truck and a pick-lip truck. No other machinery will be required. In the event a drill 
site cannot be reached the hole will simply not be completed. The localized disturbance from the drill 
hole itse lfwill be graded with hand tools and reseeded in the fall if necessary. 

All equipment traveling to the drill sites will carry hand tools, water. and fire extinguishers to prevent 
the spreading of any equipment fires or to combat and brush fires should one stan . Due to the extremely 
wet weather that has been occurring the weat of a brush fire is relatively low. However due to wet 
weather some areas may be soft or mUddy. Muddy areas will be avoided and drill holes in wet areas 
will be delayed to mitigate rutting of the ground by the drill rig. 

The drill hole will be staked prior to insta llation to allow the drilling crew to find the location. All drill 
hole staking will be completed by personal on foot. No machinery will be required for the initial 
staking. Once completed each drill hole will be surveyed in using GPS survey equipment. Again this 
will be completed by personal on foot. The drill hole will also be marked with a metal "T" post and an 
identifying tag placed on the post upon the completion of drilling. 

This is the only work that will occu.r outside the permitted areas. 
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