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CA TEGORfCAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

Ca tegorical Excl usion (CX) Number: DOI-BLM-O R-80 50-20 15-0052-CX 
Date: 8/4/20 15 
G razin g Permit/ Lease Nu mber: 36025 14 
Preparer/Ti tle: Ronda Purdy/ Range Tec hn ician 
Allotm ent Number(s): 02922 

T itl e of Proposed Action: Li vestoc k Gra zing Permit # 36025 14 Tran sfer 

lkscrip l iort of Proposed Act ion and Project Design Elem ents (if a pplicable): The BLM would authorize grazing by cattle under 
·•r:li'ing perm it/ lease It 36025 14 on: Th isse l FFR Allotment #02922 from 04/0 I to 10/31 for 68 active Animal Unit Months AUMs for 
, '•'1'111 II Io y~::trs. Sin ce current manage ment is consiste nt with BLM regulatory guidance and land use plan objectives, a nd as 

.~:.:i.::,:>t t t.: t : . vl' til~· :dlotllll.!nts has fo und tha t Stan dards for Ra nge land Health have been ac hieved , there is no need for cha nge from 
current management. 

Legal Description (nnach aocntion mall): Thissel FFR Allotm ent #02922 is located approximately fifteen (6) ofair miles from Burns 
Oregon in the Three Rivers Resource Area. See attached Vicinity Map. 

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) 

LlJP Name and Date Approved/Amended: Three Rivers Resource Management Plan (RMP), September 1992 

Ihe proposed nct ion is in co nforman ce with the applicabl e LUP, because it is specifically prov ided for in the follow ing LUP decision: 
I 1: , . , . I~ iv:r-; RM P, Mnin tcnance TR-7, ident ifies Thissel FFR Allotm e nt #02922 , (a former pasture of the S il vies Mea dow Allotm ent 

.' .' •. :: 1 :1, :a- :ti lnhk: lo r livestoc k graz ing. The RMP Maintenance TR-7 expectatio n is contin ued livestock grazing at c urrent leve ls, 
.. ! • · ,·!t:lla t••:~ :11\' show u to be wa rranted through range land monitoring as an alyzed throu gh Standard fo r Ra ngeland Health 

assess ments and other evalua tion. As this allo tm ent has bee n assessed and it has been determined that it is achievin g all Standards for 
Range land Hea lth that are prese nt, no change in livestock graz ing levels is warra nted. 

C. Standards for Ran geland Health Assess ment 

A Trend/Mo nitoring Analysis was done in 2006 for Thisse l FFR # 02922. Standard s and Guidelines Asses sments were done in 2008 , 
which determined th is allotm ent as ac h ieving standards and conform ing to the g uidelines (43 CFR 4 180.2, Standa rds for Rangeland 
Hea lth and Guidelines fo r Grazi ng Manage ment for Public Lands in Oregon and Washington, 1997). Th e following sta ndards are 
currently being ach ieved , or not present. 

' \\: kr-,h~:d h a11u ioll- Upla uds 
1. 'v\ at~·r~ il<;: , l I \II ICl io11- Ripn ria n 
J. Eco logical Processes 
4. Wate r Quality 
5. Nati ve, Threatened or Endangered (T&E) and Locally Important Species 

T he a ppli cant has a satisfactory record of performance and is in substant ial complian ce with the terms and cond itions of the exis ting 
grazing permit. 

D. Co mpliance with th e Na ti onal E nvironm enta l Policy Act (of1 969) (NEPA) 

'>.:ctio ll 10:? or Federa l Lands Po licy and Management Act (F LPM A) of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1752) as amended by the Carl Levin and 
I"'' ''ul'l/1'. '/luck' !vfcKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015: Section 402( c) (2) in accordance with Section 
tU I( a ) of' l'LflMt\ authorizes perm its and leases to a qualified appli cant for domestic livestock grazing on publi c lands to be for a term 
.11' ten years, ~ubject to terms and conditions consistent with the governi ng law. Section 402(h)( I) - Natio nal Environmenta l Policy 
i \t:l o l' 1969- or FLPMA stmes that in general - the issuance of grazi ng permit or lease by the Sec retary concern ed may be 
categoricall y exclud ed from the requ irement to prepare an e nvironm ental assessment or an env ironmental impact sta tement unde r 
Nationa l Environme ntal Pol icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. e t seq.) If; I.Th e issued permi t or lease continues th e current grazing 
manageme nt of the allotm en t; and 2. Land health assess ment or evaluation s have been completed in accordance with Manual 
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Handbook H-4180- 1; and 3. Based on the assessment and evaluation has Authori zed Official concludes that the a llotm ent (a) is 
mee ting land health standards; or (b) is not meetin g land health standard s due to factors othe r than ex isting livestock grazing. The 
graz ing perm it/ lease being renewed under this ex meets these requirem ents. 

Til is cmegorical excl usion review was conducted by an interd isc iplinary team (10), which utili zed all avai lable allotm ent informati on 
tu make n reco mme ndat ion. As docum ented below the ID found that the propo sed action did not trigger a ny of the extraord inary 
eirculnstuuces desc ribed in 516 OM 2, Appendix 2. 

Screening fo r Except.ions: T he following ext raordinary circumsta nces (5 16 OM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individua l act ions 
within the catego rical exce ption s. The indicated specialist reco mmends the proposed act ion does not: 

1 2.2 Have s igni cant impacts on such natural reso urces and unique geog raphic characteristics as historic or cultu ral resou rces; 
I park , reCrC'fltion or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural la ndmarks ; sole or princ ipal drinkin g water 

~h J ui ll:r~: prime liwmlan ds; wet lands (Exec utive Ord er 11990) ; fl ood plain s (Exec utive Order 11 988); nat iona l monum ents; 
mi r ator birds; an d other eco lo icall nificant or crit ica l areas. 
Migratory Birds . 

Si natu re and Date: 

Rat ional e: The prop ose d action to con tinue li vesro ' gra ing as currently ex ists by renewi ng the grazing perm it would not a lter any 

of th e availab le land scape; th ere wi ll be no effec t to migratory bird s or their habitat. Standard 5 has been ac hieved, and current 

avian habitat s upp orts the potential for a high array in s pecies co mposition across successiona l stages of vege tative commu niti es 

from rass land to s hrub ste e to ·uni er wood lands that are rese nt throu hout thi s a llotment. 


Specia li st: Travis Miller Wildlife i 

ermit. 

Water Reso urces/Flood Pla ins 

Specialist: Lind say , Fis heri es Biolog · 
S i nature and Date· 

ical soil cru sts with the renewal of the 

. 
J 

Recrea tion/ Vis ua l Resources 

Specia li st: Eric Haa kenson, Recrea ion S ecialis t 

Si nature and Date: 
 - 8 ~ C..J - tS' 
Rationale: Maintaining the existing li vestock graz ing program would have no effec t to Recreation op portuniti es in the project area. 

The ro·ect fa lls within Visua l Resource Mana ement VRM Class Ill a nd IV and there would be no effect to the VRM Classes. 

Wilderness/ Wild and Scenic River Reso urces 

Sp ec ialist : To m Wilcox , Wilderness Sp_$!cia list 
2lgnnturc and Date: /'., r - t..r- r.r 
R:nional c: There is no Wilderness, Wildern ess Study Areas , Wi ld & Scenic Ri vers, or Lands w ith Wilderness Chara cteri stics in the 
p10,k rt Ul'(; <t Th_<.: ~e~~ould be no affects to these reso urces b co ntinuin the ex istin livestock razi n ro ram. 

J..J I lave highly con troversia l en vironmental effects or in volve unreso lved co nni cts concerning a lternative uses of available 

reso urces NEPA Sec tion I02 2) (E) . 

Specialist: Holly Orr , Plannin 
Si nature and Date: 
Ration a le: There are no highly contro sia l environmental effects or unresolved conflicts concerning a lternati ve uses of avai labl e 
resources. Th e permit renewa l is for an xisting perm it within an exis ting a llotme nt; the Standards for Rangeland Hea lth have been 
achieved and , there will be no c han e fro m current mana ement. 
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2.4 Have hiah l uncertain a nd otentiall si nificant environmental effects or involv e uni ue or unknown environmental risks. 

Specialist: Holly O rr, Planning and Enviro nmental Coordinator 

Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: There are no highly uncertain and potentiall y signifi cant environmental effec ts or involv e unique or un known 

env ironm ental risks. The permit renewa l is for an existin g permit within an existing allotment; the Standards for Rangeland Health 

have been achieved and, there will be no chan e from current mana ement. 

2.5 Estab lish a precedent for future act ion or represent a decis ion in principle abo ut future act ions wit h potentially sign ificant 

env ironm ental effects. 

Spt:cia li st: l lol ly Orr, Plann ' ng nd En~ nmental Coordin ator 


~ i ~t0t~~~~~1~c~lD~:1~1e:..:..:-5=4'stl~,...&;*Sb.L.oc.....!.::.......:::...__~~------,-------,...-.,..-,...--:-----:-----:--,----:----=---.,------,-,,-l

t{:uicmak : Implementat ion wou ld set precedence for futu re action s or represent a dec ision in princ ip le about futu re actions wit h 
polt:mially signi licant env ironmenta l e ffect s. The permit renewa l is for an existing permit within an existing allotment; the 
Standa rds for Ran eland Health have been achieved and, there will be no chan e from current mana eme nt. 
2.6 Have a direct re lationship to other act ions with individually insignificant but cumulat ively signifi cant env ironmental 

effects. 


Ration ale: Imp lementation aoes not any known direct relationsh ip to other act ions wi th ind ividua lly insignificant but 

cumulative significant env ironmental effec ts. The permi t renewa l is for a n existing permit within an existin g allotment; the 

Standards for Ran eland Health have been achieved and, there wi ll be no chan e from current mana e ment. 

2.7 ! lave sign ificant impacts on properties listed, or e ligible for listing , on the Nationa l Register of Historic Places as 

1 d.·t:=n21.!!H:d b) t:i ther .:..:. t r ~o.:..:.., - ­th:...:e...:b:..:t.:..:.tr~ca=:t::...~o::.... ffitc:..:e::....,.----:------------------------------ --1 
1 .;t' :,:!a!ist. '"'It Tho lllS, Distr ict rc ologist .... J.I - /.'_,...-­

) i ;;: ,,\llll ,. ; ,1\.l ~)~,t ~:v-"~=o!il~~~;.QI~~LJ..l!....<~L.!:!do<:~c...Jo....~LJ.~~~J-~~U£~r:.L.;;.:__--=..-=----l>..~........!.1_....:...::0=..__-1 


Ratio nale: There are no Threatened or Endangered ecies in this area, so there would be no effect to these species as a res ult of the 

Rationale: The re will be no dditlona 
2.8 

ecies. 

J5 
proposed action . Standard 5 has been achieved, and there wil l be no changes occurr ing on the ground as a result of livestock 
grazing to alter the ava ilable sage brush steppe hab itat. Th erefo re, there will be no e ffect to th e Greater Sage-grouse pop ulations a 
candid ate species for li sting un der the ESA and to other sagebrush steppe ob li gate spec ies. The current threat identified in the 
o~d.i~lCl'll t arc:~~ to sage-grouse and oth er sagebrush ob ligate spec ies is western juniper woodland encroac hment into sagebrush steppe 
:••:!ll!ll.nitiv~. wllicll decreases ava ilable sage brush hab itat by o utcompeting shrubs, perennial grasses and forbs. There are curre nt 
;tt :t; ttl'IHl'llt ilt' tions tuk ing place in adj acen t areas to mitigate the encroachment ofj unip er that will im prove or maintain sage brush 
st~.: <.! hab11m th at not onl bene fits wild life and hea lth ran e lands, but also the cont inued mana ement o f livestock razin . 
Endange re d or Threatened Species-Aquati c 
Spec iali st: Lind say Da · Fi sh~ries Bio log ist 
Si nat ure and Date: l ·-· ~ 

Rationale: There a re no cumented Threatened or Endangered, nor BLM Special Statu s, plant spec ies, nor designated cri tical 
habit at wi th th e existin allotment; therefore, there will be no effec ts res ultin from the renewal of the ' razin ermit 
2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, loca l, or tribal law or requirem ent imposed for the protection of the env ironment. 

The 
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Rationale: Their will be no effects to access or integrity of Indian sacred sites associated with this proposed action because no 
known sacred sites occur at this location. 
2.12 Contribute to the introd uction, co ntinu ed ex istence, or spread of nox ious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may prom ote the introduction, growth , or expa nsion of the range ofsuch spec ies (Federal Noxio us 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13 11 2 . 

). Sigu :ll u a·cs 

Auc..luioual re view (As determi ned by the Authorized Offi cer): 
Spec ialist: Stacy ~:enton, Geog~ hie Informatio n Specialist 

ce an 

.f--'L=>o'-+--.r..,.,c---=-4'<---=---- Date : ~r:J-'--+~}~IS· ___ 
RMP conforman

ironrnental Coordi nator 

'> igm\lu rc: Date: _______________ 

:Vl:anagL·I aa L·nt Dctc nuinati on: Based upon review o f this proposa l, l have determined the Proposed Actio n is in conforma nce with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exc lus ion and does not require further NE PA ana lysis. 

Signatu re: ----'~L -------

urce Area Field Manger / j 
1 

Date: ------'-'~'-!--=-~~-P--=--~-~- ~--
E. Contact Person 

For add itiona l in fo rmation concern ing thi s CX review, contact Holly Orr, Plann ing and Environm enta l Coo rdinator. BLM, Burns 
I>i~ l ri,·t <.ll'tic~· )89 1 0 II wy 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, (541) 541-4400. 

I1 ·,·i.;i•··'· I. i·. Ill ." pi"l.l posed decision to implem ent the Proposed Act ion as described above. 

Protest and Appea l Procedures : 

Any appli cant, permittee, lessee, or other interested public may protes t a proposed dec ision under 43 Code o f Federal Regulations 
(CFR) 4 160. 1 and 4 160.2, in person or in writing to Field Manage r Richard Roy, Three Rivers Resource Area, Burns Distri ct Office, 
289 10 Hwy 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 15 days after receipt ofsuch decision. The protest, if filed, should clea rl y and 
co ncisely state the reason(s) why the proposed decisio n is in erro r. 

A protest electro nically tran smitted (e.g., email , facsimile , or social med ia) will not be accep ted; a protest must be printed or typed on 
paper and subm in ed in person or by certified mail. 

! t tla~· ;thS-: 1 •.:~ of n protest, th e proposed decis ion wi ll become the final decis ion of the authorized officer without further notice un less 
dt~"-'' i-:~· prJvi dc: d in the proposed decision. 

Any app licant, permittee, lessee , or other perso n whose interest is adverse ly affected by th e final deci sion may file an appeal of the 
dec ision . An appellant may also file a petitio n for stay of the decis ion pending final determination on appeal. The appea l and petition 
for stay must be filed in the office of the author ized officer, as noted above, within 30 days following receipt of the final deci sion, or 
within 30 days after the date the proposed decis ion becomes final. The petition for a stay and a copy of the appeal must also be filed 
with the Office of Hearings and Appeals at the follow ing address: 

United States Department of the Interior 

Office of Hearings and Appea ls 

351 South West Temple, Suite 6.300 

Salt Lake Ci ty, Utah 8410 1 
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rhc app cal111ust bt: iu writiug unri 11h,1ll.,.hlltol lhe reasons, clearly and conc isely, why the appellant th inks the final decision is in error 
:mel ~ ~ ~~"' must comply wi th the provision s of43 CFR 4.470. The appe llant must also se rve a copy of the appea l by certified mail on 
tlil· U!'iil:c ~>l' thl: Solicito r, U.S. Department of the Interio r, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205, and on any 
i l -' J ; \lJ!(s) naJ111:d (43 CFR 4.4 2 1 (h)) in the Copies sent to: section of this Dec ision. 

Standard s for Obtaining a Stay - except as oth erwise provided by law or other pertin ent regulation , a petition for a stay o f decis ion 
pendin g appea l shall show suffic ient justi ficat ion based on the fo llowing standards (43 CFR 4.2 1 (b)): 

( I) The relativ e harm to th e parties if th e stay is granted or denied , 
(2) The likel ihood of the appe llan~s success on the merits, 
(3) The likel ihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and 
(4) Whether the publi c interest favor s grant ing the stay. 

1\s noted above, the petition for stay mu st be filed in the office of the authori ze d officer, must be written or typed on paper, and must 
i•l' ' l'l"\ ~·d in p~.:rson or by certified mail at the sa me time the notice ofappeal is served.. 

Date ~-/rj-
7 
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