
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Inteerested Partyy: 

The Bureeau of Land Managemennt (BLM) Buurns District is preparingg an Environnmental 
Assessment (EA) to eevaluate the impacts of hherbicide treeatments thaat will be useed to slow 
the spreaad of noxiouss and other wweeds and innvasive plantts. Herbicidees are one off several 
tools used by the Disstrict to contrrol noxious aand other weeeds and invvasive vegetaation to 
achieve llandscape heealth objectivves. The EAA will update and replacee the Districtt’s 1998 
vegetatioon management EA, and will allow tthe District to use 17 herrbicides in itts 
vegetatioon treatment programs. TThe EA is scheduled to bbe completedd in spring 22012. 

The EA wwill tier to thhe recently ccompleted VeVegetation Trreatments Ussing Herbiciides on 
BLM Lannds in Oregoon Environmmental Impacct Statement (EIS) and RRecord of Deecision 
(ROD), wwhich addresssed the use of up to17 hherbicides inn Oregon. Unnder the ROD, theseD 
herbicidees can be appplied aeriallyy, but may nnot be used fofor commerc ial timber 
enhancemment or livesstock forage production. Because thee ROD was a programmmatic 
decision,, however, sppecific projeects must stilll undergo siite-specific aanalysis and 
decision--making at thhe field level. 

The EA wwill identify and analyzee the site-speecific effectss of alternatiive actions fofor 
treating nnoxious and other weedss and invasivve vegetationn to restore eecosystem h ealth in 
the Burns District. Inn addition to evaluating tthe site-speccific effects oof using herbbicides, 
the EA wwill also evalluate the sitee-specific efffects of otherr methods off land rehabilitation, 
includingg use of presscribed fire, mmechanical, manual, andd biological weed and innvasive 
plant treaatments to mmeet resourcee objectives. 

The Burnns District mmanages apprroximately 33.7 million accres of publiic lands in OOregon, 
of which about 30,0000 acres are iinfested withh noxious annd other weeeds and invasive 
vegetatioon. The Distrrict treats ap proximatelyy 17,000 acrees of noxiou s and other wweeds 
and invassive vegetatiion each yeaar. Of those, about 2,0000 acres are treeated with hherbicides 
and the remaining 155,000 acres aare treated ussing non-herrbicide methhods, including 
manual, mmechanical, and biologiccal (insects aand livestockk) control mmethods, and fire for 
resource objectives. 
. 
Currentlyy, the Burns District uses only four hherbicides appproved for use in Oregoon. Being 
able to usse 13 new, aadditional heerbicides wil l give the Diistrict accesss to a broad array of 
herbicidees that are mmore target-sppecific and eeffective thann the four heerbicides it i s 
currentlyy utilizing. UUsed in combbination withh other manaagement pracctices, herbi cide 
treatmentts can slow tthe spread off noxious annd other weeeds and invassive plants, wwhich in 
turn helpps to restore eecosystem hhealth and waatershed funnctions. 
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In additioon to using tthe 17 herbiccides evaluatted in the EAA, the Districct may be alllowed to 
use new chemicals thhat are develloped in the future. Thesse herbicidess could only be used 
if they arre: (1) registeered for use by the U.S. Environmenntal Protectioon Agency; (2) used 
for and aat applicationn rates speciffied on the laabel directioons; and (3) ddetermined tto be safe 
to humanns and the ennvironment bbased on a tooxicological and environnmental imp acts 
analysis oof the herbiccides by the BLM. 

Public sccoping for thhe EA planniing process wwill occur fr om July 15 tto August 155, 2011. 
During thhis time, a neews release will be distrributed to thee media noti ifying the geeneral 
public off the planning and scopinng process. EEnvironmenttal Assessmeents are alsoo being 
prepared by the eightt other BLMM Districts inn the state as part of theirr planning prrocesses 
for the usse of herbiciides. While tthese EAs will be done cconcurrentlyy, each will bbe 
District-sspecific. 

The BLMM is seeking public scopiing commennts on this pllanning efforrt throughouut the 
scoping pperiod that bbegins on Jully 15 and runns through AAugust 15, 2011. Comm ents can 
be submiitted by maill to: Lesley RRichman, Diistrict Weed//Invasive Plant Coordinator, 
Bureau oof Land Mannagement, Buurns Districtt Office, 289910 Highwayy 20 West, HHines, 
Oregon 999738; by eleectronic maiil (email) to OR_Burns__Mail@blm.ggov; by facssimile to 
(541) 5733-4411; or inn person at thhe Burns Diistrict BLM ooffice, 28910 Highway 220 West, 
Hines, Oregon 997388. 

A summaary of the prroposal and ccomment forrms will be pprovided if rrequested (viia mail or 
email) annd is available at the BLMM Burns Disstrict office for the publiic to learn mmore 
about thee proposal annd to submit written commments. 

Written ccomments shhould be receeived by Auugust 15, 20111, to ensuree consideration. The 
public wiill also have the opportuunity to commment on the proposal duuring public ccomment 
periods aassociated w ith the Draftt EA, which should be avvailable in sppring 2012. Before 
includingg your address, phone nuumber, emaill address, orr other persoonal identifyiing 
informatiion in your ccomment, yoou should bee aware that yyour entire ccomment – iincluding 
your perssonal identiffying informmation – may be made puublicly availaable at any tiime. 
While yoou can ask uss in your commment to wiithhold your personal ideentifying infformation 
from pubblic review, wwe cannot guuarantee thaat we will be able to do s so. 
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