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BURNS DISTRICT OFFICE 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

!C Number: DOI-BLM-OR-B060-2013-0011-CX Date: 01/07/2013 

le Code: 9112 Project File#: NEPA Central Files 
·eparer: Andy Daniels Applicant: BLM, Burns District 
tie of Proposed Action: Cottonwood Bridge Maintenance 

escription of Proposed Action and Project Design Elements (if applicable): The existing Cottonwood Bridge is currently in 
srepair due to age and use. The bridge would be removed and replaced with two culverts 36 to 48 inches in diameter (like and 
niJar product); since Specialists confmn that water flow indicates culverts would be sufficient and a bridge is not warranted. The 
Jrk would be performed by the Harney County Road Department. The supplies and materials would be furnished by the BLM. The 
tuipment used for the project would be a backhoe or excavator and a grader for the fmish work. There would be 3 - 5 Harney 
Junty Road Department employees working and the project would take no more than 14 days to complete. This project would be 
•mpleted in the spring-summer of2013 as funding is obtained and weather conditions become favorable (work would not be 
~rmitted if conditions are wet and equipment would cause ruts in excess of 3" to 4" inches). 

~gular and recurring maintenance on the culverts would be performed by the BLM. Maintenance activities would include, but not be 
nited to: 

• Cleaning of culvert conduit and sediment removal around inlet and outlet basins. 
• Armoring, using locally sourced rip rap materials, of the culvert inlet and outlet. 
• Fill material re-compaction and replacement. 
• Conduit replacement. 

11 equipment will be clean and free of dirt and plant parts prior to arrival at the worksite in an effort to control the spread ofnoxious 
eeds. Any mineral materials used on this project need to come from certified weed-free pits or sources. 

egal Description (attach Location Map): W.M., T. 41 S., R. 35 E., sec. 22. NEV4NW!f4. 

Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP): Andrews Management Unit ROD and RMP 
Date Approved/ Amended: August 2005 

he proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically provided for in the following LUP 
!cision( s ): 

peration and Maintenance Actions (Resource Management Plan Components, Plan Implementation Process, RMP pg. 15): 
rojects and maintenance ofexisting and newly-constructed facilities will occur; however, the level ofmaintenance could vary based 
"' annual funding. Normally, routine operation and maintenance actions are categorically excluded from NEP A analysis (with the 
cception ofactions conducted within WASs). Such activities could include, but are not limited to, routine maintenance ofexisting 
wds, ditches, culverts, water control structures, recreation facilities, reservoirs, wells, pipelines, water holes, f ences, cattleguards, 
?edings, fish and wildlife structures, and signs. These types ofactions are port ofthe implementation ofthe RMP and should not 
?quire further analysis to implement. Maintenance ofexisting facilities in WSAs will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will 
?quire additional NEP A analysis. 

01 Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1): 

7, Routine and continuing government business, including such things as supervision, administration, operations, maintenance, 
movations, and replacement activities having limited context and intensity (e.g., limited size and magnitude or short-term effects). 

creening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 
•ithin the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

traffic. 

e 
1

een 
public safety will controlling the public roadway and identifying the hazard for the local vehicle 
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2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 

park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 

aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 

mi rato birds; and other ecolo icall si ificant or critical areas. 

Migratory Birds 

Specialist: Andy Daniels, Wildt' e Biolog· t 

Si nature and Date: " ' 1/()5 / I 3 
Rationale: This project will have no i act on Migratory Birds as no nesting or roosting structures for migratory birds will be 
im acted. 

Water Resources/Flood Plai 
Specialist: Daryl Bingham, Fisheries B"ologist 
Si nature and Date: -~- 23 Janua 2013 
Rationale: At the location of the propose project, the slough is intermittent with no measurable horizontal flow even during spring 
runoff. Water that accumulates during the winter remains in ponds until it evaporates or is absorbed into the ground. Replacing the 
existing bridge with culverts is not expected to constrain or modify hydrology of the slough and thus would not affect water quality. 
There is no occu anc (domestic or commercial on or near the flood lain created by Pueblo Slough. 
Soils Biolo ical Soil Crust rime f armlands 
Specialist: Caryn Me" tural Re ource Specialist-Botany . 
Si nature and Date: / , / J 

o -Fields ad is a regularly used road and because of this regular disturbance, soils and biological soil 
crusts have already bee i pacted i in the boundaries of the proposed project area. Improving the bridge site may prevent 
overland flow and revent future eros· al events which would result in the loss of soils and BSCs. There are no Prime Farmlands. 
Recreation/ Visual Resources 
Specialist: Dory Osgood, 
Si!mature and Date: 
Rationale: The proposed area i ass III, "partially retain the existing character of the landscape," and "activities may attract 
attention but should not dominate the view." The proposal of removing the bridge and replacing it with two culverts would conform 
to the aesthetics of the land. There would be no im act to the VRM level. 

/-25 - /3 
Rationale: In the proposed area there is no Wilderness, WSA, Citizen proposed WSA, WSR or lands with Wilderness 
Characteristics. 
2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources PA Section 1 02(2) (E) . 
Specialist: Holly Orr, District Planning and E vi onment Coordinator 
Si nature and Date: .f,./L.) 01/14/2013 
Rationale: There are no highly controversial enviro ntal effects or unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources. The bridge is an existing facility on the landscape and the culverts will replace the existing facility providing the same 
condition on-the-o-round. The action is to erform routine and continuin maintenance on existin facilities. 
2.4 Have hi uncertain and otentiaJJ si ificant environmental effects or involve uni ue or unknown environmental risks. 
Specialist: Holly Orr, District Planning and E v· onmental Co rdinator 
Si nature and Date: 01114/2013 
Rationale: There are no known highly uncertain or poten i lly significant environment effects or unique or unknown environmental 
risks. The bridge is an existing facility on the landscape and the culverts will replace the existing facility providing the same 
condition on-the- ound. The action is to erform routine and continuin maintenance on existin facilities. 
2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental effects. 
Specialist: Holly Orr, District Planning n En ·ronmental Coordinator 
Si ature and Date: 01/14/2013 
Rationale: Implementation would not set preceden for future actions or represent a decision in principle about future actions with 
potentially significant environmental effects. The bridge is an existing facility on the landscape and the culverts will replace the 
existing facility providing the same condition on-the-ground. The action is to perform routine and continuing maintenance on 
existin facilities . 
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Specialist: Lesley Ri rna , District eed Coordinator 
Si nature and Date: ~ ~ 

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 

effects. 

Specialist: Holly Orr, District Planning and En vir 

Si nature and Date: 01/14/2013 

Rationale: Implementation does not have any known direc lationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 

cumulative significant environmental effects. The bridge is an existing facility on the landscape and the culverts will replace the 

existing facility providing the same condition on-the-ground. The action is to perform routine and continuing maintenance on 

existin facilities. 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 

determined b either the bureau or office. 

Specialist: Scott Thomas~istrict 1\fchaeoJ.ogist 

Si atureandDate: ~--:-?~ I- 2 -13 

Rationale: No listed or eligible National Register properties would be affected by this project. 


2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List ofEndangered or Threatened Species, or 

have si nificant irn acts on desi nated Critical Habitat for these s ecies. 


Jll-~ I;~ 
Rationale: There are no listed Endang oor Threatened Species or designated Critical habitat for a listed species in or near the 
project area. The nearest sage grouse (proposed for listing species) lek (Propeller Meadows) is 3.2 miles away, and the project area 
is located in an existin road rism within Prelimin General Habitat (PGH). 
Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 
Specialist: Daryl Bingham, Fisheries iol_9gist -----::. 
Si nature and Date: -:?"__~ ..--';>.: 23 JanuaJ 2013 
Rationale: There are no listed Endangered or Threatened aquatic Species or designated Critical habitat for a listed species in or near 
the project area. Alvord chub, a species of concern are located in Pueblo Slough, but are in an area approximately one mile north in 
a pond sustained by man- made artesian wells. This population is also separated from the proposed project area by a series of dikes 
and other water control devices. To that end, there would be no effect to the chub o ulation. 
Endanoered or Threatened S ecie lora 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

Treatments are on-going. The weeds are 

Specialist: Caryn Meinicke · 
Si nature and Date: 

01/14/2013 
wn Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 

Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): None 
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RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, District Planning and Environmental Coordinator 

Sign•ture Date: -I-4L"'ff'0 M. {/) '/L ~ 
Management Determination: Based upon review ofthis proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in conformance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis. 

~ 

Signature:_· ____.~~+-~~~~>£...:=-'f,~AJ-~.q,....~==--------Date: \ 

Authoriz drews Resource Area Manager 

Decision: It is my decision to implement the Pto osed Action as described above. · 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals (IBLA), Office of the Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR), Part 4 and Form 1842-1. If an appeal is filed, your notice of appeal should be 
mailed to the Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 30 days ofreceipt of the decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy of the appeal, statement of reasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department ofthe Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205. Ifthe notice of appeal did 
not include a statement ofreasons for the appeal, it must be sent to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals, Office ofHearings and 
Appeals, 801 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia 22203. It is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested. 

Requestfor Stay 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome of an appeal ofthis decision, you must show sufficient 
justification based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.21 : 

• The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm ifthe stay is not granted. 
• Whether or not the public interest favors granting the stay. 

As noted above, the motion for stay must be filed in the office of the authorized officer. 

~~~LET \\ ~~\?7
ondi Karges, Andr~ ses~ce Area Manager Date I 
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Cottonwood Replacement 
• Cottonwood Bridge Paved Road BLM Wilderness Study Area 

D Allotments Non-Paved Improved Road Bureau of Land Management
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