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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

CX Number: DOI-BLM-OR-B060-2013-0048-CX Date: August 5, 2013 
File Code: 4100 
Project File: Chimney Allotment #6033 
Preparer: Autumn Toelle, Range Management Specialist Applicant: BLM/Permittee 
Title of Proposed Action: Waterhole Maintenance- Chimney Allotment 

Description of Proposed Action and Project Design Elements (if applicable): 

The proposed action is to clean out and/or repair existing waterholes (reservoirs/dugouts) located within Chimney Allotment #6033, 
Andrews Resource Area, Bums District. There are twenty one existing waterholes documented in the Burns District Geographical 
Information System (GIS) database coverage as existing range improvements in this allotment. These waterholes have filled with silt 
over the years, reducing the water storage capacities for these facilities. The proposed action involves removing silt from and placing 
it adjacent to the waterhole being cleaned. Removed silt may also be used to repair damage to other waterholes, if needed. Due to 
recent drought conditions, and that waterholes would be cleaned late in the year, it is expected the little to no water would be present 
within the waterholes. Bentonite would be used, if needed, to seal leaks and improve water holding capabilities. Reconstruction 
activities may occur where needed (i.e. dam reconstruction). All equipment (e.g. excavator, backhoe, dozer, etc ... ) would be cleaned 
prior to beginning work on these waterholes to minimize opportunities for spread of weeds. All disturbances will be confined to 
previously disturbed areas and would be monitored closely for two years following disturbance; any noxious weeds found would be 
treated using the most appropriate method available. Burns District BLM personnel and/or the grazing permittee would maintain these 
waterholes. Waterhole maintenance usually takes 1-2 days per waterhole, depending on size and level ofdamage. A cost share may 
be used for waterholes needing bentonite; BLM would purchase the bentonite and the permittee would apply it if a cost share was 
applied. All activity will occur within the original area ofdisturbance from when the project was established. Not all waterholes would 
be maintained at the same time, maintenance will be spread out over multiple years. 

Legal Description (attach Location Map): 

Range Improvement Name Legal Description RIPS # 
Cucamunga Reservoir #1 T.30S,R.33E, Sec.06 711317 
Double Dugouts T.31S,R.33E,Sec.08 715658 
Double Time Reservoir T.3 1S,R.33E, Sec. 05 714815 
Closed Road Dugout T. 31S, R. 33E, Sec. 05 715656 
Flat Dike Reservoir T.30S, R.33E, Sec.34 715657 
Carson Reservoir T.30S,R.33E,Sec.28 716574 
First Reservoir T. 30S, R. 33E, Sec. 21 716584 
Cucamunga Seeding Waterhole T.30S,R.32E, Sec. 12 715654 
Dugout T. 31S, R. 33E, Sec. 21 715663 
Unnamed Reservoir 1 T.3 1S,R.33E, Sec.28 
Unnamed Reservoir 2 T.31S,R.33E,Sec. 21 
Unnamed Reservoir 3 T. 31 S, R. 33E, Sec. 34 
Unnamed Reservoir 4 T.32S, R.33E, Sec.04 
Unnamed Reservoir 5 T. 32S,R. 33E,Sec.03 
Unnamed Reservoir 6 T.30S, R.33E, Sec.34 
Unnamed Reservoir 7 T.30S,R. 33E,Sec.34 
Unnamed Reservoir 8 T.31S,R.33E, Sec.28 

B. 	Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): 
Date Approved/Amended: 

The proposed action is in confonnance with the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area Record of Decision and 
Resource Management Plan; Andrews Management Unit Record ofDecision and Resource Management Plan Date 
Approved/Amended: August 2005, because it is clearly consistent with the Plan implementation Process: Operation and Maintenance 
Actions (Steens RMP-15 I Andrews RMP-15) which states "Projects and maintenance of existing and newly-constructed facilities will occur; 
however, the leverofmaintenance could vary based on annual funding. Normally, routine operation and maintenance actions are 
categorically excluded from NEPA analysis (with the exception of actions conducted within WSAs). Such activities could include, but are 
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2.1 

Specialist (Print Name 
Si nature and Date: 

not limited to, routine maintenance of... waterholes .... These types of actions are part of implementation of the RMP and should not require 
further analysis to implement." 

DOl Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1): 

1.7-"Routine and continuing government business, including such things as supervision, administration, operations, maintenance, 
renovations, and replacement activities having limited context and intensity (e.g., limited size and magnitude or short-tenn effects.) 

Screening for Exceptions: The following extraordinary circumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); flood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; 
mi ato birds; and other ecolo icall si nificant or critical areas. 

Rationale: Migratory birds drink and bath at these reservoirs when water is available, and may forage adjacent to reservoirs 
throughout the year. No new habitat would be disturbed because maintenance work would be limited to previously disturbed areas 
(existing water developments). Work would also be temporary, occurring over a relatively short period (less than a couple of days 
per site). Reservoirs would be dry during maintenance work, so few birds would be in the area. Birds in the immediate vicinity of 
the reservoirs may flush during project work, but birds would likely return as soon as maintenance is complete. Few birds are likely 
to nest in the immediate area adjacent to reservoirs due to the limited vegetative cover relative to the surrounding area. Temporary 
maintenance activities would not affect populations. 

Historic and Cultural Resources 
Specialist (Print Name an Title): Scott Thomas, Dist ·ct A cheologist 
Si nature and Date: 1.3 
Rationale: As long as the cleanout equipment stays within the original footprint of the improvement, no historic or cultural 
resources would be affected. · 

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern/Research Nat ural Areas 
Specialist (Print Name an : Caryn Burri, NRS Botany 
Si nature and Date: - :0-?!/ ./ 

Water Resources/Flood Plains 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Da ~~rJ-"4tural Resource Specialist 
Si ature and Date: 2 7 4Vtf" ~073" 
Rationale: There will be no additional impacts to water resources as a result of the proposed action. 

Soils. Biological Soil Crust, Prime Farmlands 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Car i, NRS Botany 
Si nature and Date: ~ 2-
Rationale: No significant impacts to ese resources will occur as a result of the proposed action. 

Recreation/ Visual Resources 

Si nature and Date: 
Specialist (Print Name and Jitle): Eric aakenson, Recreatio Plann7r 

l- B 2 ·Is 

Rationale: No significant impacts to these resources will occur as aresult of the proposed action. 
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Ratio~ale: Ther~ are no wilderness, .wsA, "i'- WS.l) resources within the area of the proposed action. A portion of the High Steens 

VISA IS located m the southern portton of the Ch1mney Allotment; however, no maintenance is proposed to occur within it at this 

time. 

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses ofavailable 

resources EPA Section 1 02(2) (E) . 


Rationale: There are no known highly controver 1environmental effects or unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 

available resources. The waterholes are existing features on the landscape. The action is to perform routine and continuing 

maintenance on existing facilities . 


2.4 Have hi hi uncertain and otentiall si nificant environmental effects or involve uni ue or unknown environmental risks. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly 

Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: There are no known highly uncertai d potentially significant environmental effects of unique or unknown 

environmental risks. The waterholes are existing features on the landscape. The action is to perform routine and continuing 

maintenance on existing facilities. 


2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 

environmental effects. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly 0 , PI nning and Environmental Coordinator 

Si nature and Date: /\.)'\./ 

Rationale: No precedent for future actions or de IS n in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental 

effects would occur as waterhole cleanout/maintenance is a common practice. The BLM routinely performs waterhole maintenance 

and these waterholes are currently existing facilities on the landscape. 


2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 

effects. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr, Ianning and nvironmental Coordinator 

Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: There are no known direct rei tionships other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 

environmental effects. The reservoirs are existing features on the landscape. The action is to perform routine and continuing 

maintenance on existing facilities. 


2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 

determined b either the bureau or office. 

Specialist (Print Name a 
Si nature and Date: 
Rationale: No eligible or listed properties are located in the project area. 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or 
have si nificant im acts on desi nated Critical Habitat for these s ecies. 
Endangered or Threatened Species-Fauna 
Specialist (Print Name and Ti le): And Daniels, Wildlife Biologist 
Si nature and Date: 
Rationale: There are no known T 1reatened or Endangered species or Designated Critical Habitat in the area around these reservoirs, 
and none would be affected off-site by the reservoir maintenance activity. Greater sage-grouse are a candidate species for listing 
and occur near the project area. The short duration of the work along with the work occurring in the area of existing disturbance 
(the reservoir site) would make disturbance impacts on sage-grouse negligible. Sage-grouse should benefit from the proposal as 
water availability into the late summer and fall will increase. 

' 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Da , -(ltural Resource Specialist 
Si ature and Date: 
Rationale: There are no Threatened or Endangered Species or Critical habitat within the project area or its watershed. The proposed 
action would have no effect on aquatic T &E species. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly 
Si nature and Date: 
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2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 

Rationale: No known law or requirement 1mposed r the protection ofthe environment would be violated. The waterholes are 
existing features on the landscape. The action is to perform routine and continuing maintenance on existing facilities. 

Rationale: Implementation would not result in a di roportionately adverse effect on minority or economically disadvantaged 
o ulations as such o ulations do not occur in or near the ro·ect area. 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): Holly Orr Plan ing Environmental Coordinator 
Si nature and Date: ~ 

2.10 

2.11 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread ofnoxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 
Specialist (Print Nam and itle): Les ·c man, District Weed C or inator 
Si ature and Date: l 
Rationale: Noxious weeds are kn n to be present in and in close pro imity t th1s area. Treatments are on-going. The weeds are 
not present in sufficient quantity to be considered a significant impact at this time. 

Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): None 

RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: 

Specialist (Print Name and Title): f/t;lb Or--r
1 

Signature: s£..}~ Date:-~~~=-~-//---=~""------

Management Determination: Based upon review of this proposal, I have determined the Proposed Action is in conformance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis . 

. Date: _·~ ~~~"'~~, '-------
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Note: No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management
 
as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of these data


for individual or aggregate use with other data. Original data was
 
compiled from various sources and may be updated without notification.
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