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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

BURNS DISllUCT OFFICE 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVlRONM.ENTAL REVIEW AND APPROYAL 

ex Number: DOJ -BLM-OR-B070-2011-003J-CX 
File Code (projectlSerial Number): 
Prep....er: Aulumn Toelle. Rangeland Management Specialist 
Tille of Proposed Action: Chimney Road Maintenance 

Dale: 5-10-2011 

Applicant: Kiger Ranch, Inc. 

Description of Proposed Action and Project Design Elements: 

The purpose arlhc proposed action is to allow maintenance to occur on open roads throughout the Chimney Allotment, in order to 
maintain them in a condition that continues to allow safe passage ofvebicles across BLM-managed lands. Within the allotment, there 
are 27.7 miles ofopen BLM roads. 

orlhe 27.7 miles. 9.3 miles are Kiger Ridge Road (5.8 miles of which are in the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and 
Protection Area (CMPA» and 3.0 mile arc Moon Hill Road (all within the CMPA), both of which have been classified as 
Maintenance Level 3 roads in the August 2005 Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protcetion Area (CMPA) Record of 
Decision (ROD) and Resource Management Plan (RMP) (RMP-62) (Map 13). Maintenance Level 3 roads are defined in AppendiX--M 
of the RMP as being "roads open seawnally or year-round," which "have a defined cross section wilh drainage structures sucb as 
rolling dips, culverts or ditches and may normally be negotiated by passenger cars driven cautiously. At a minimum drainage 
structures will be inspected annually and maintained as needed . Grading will be conducted to provide a reawnable level of riding 
comfort at prudent i>pCeds for the road conditions. Brushing will be conducted to provide a reasonable level of riding comfort at 
prudent speeds for the road conditions. Brushing will be conducted as needed to improve sight distance. Slides adversely affecting 
drainage wiU receive high priority for removal and other slides will be removed On a scheduled basis" (M-2). 

The remaining 15.4 miles are assigned a Maintenance Level 2, which is defined as "roads open seasonally or year-round" which "arc 
passible by high clearance vehicles and arc maintained. as needed.. . At a minimum, drainage structures will be i.nsP'Xtcd within a 3­
year period and maintained as needed. Grading will be conducted as necessary to correct drainage problems. Brushing will be 
conducted as needed and slides may be Icft in place provided thcy do not advcrsely affect drainage" (M-2). 

Duc to wet winter and spring conditions, maintenance on these roads is necded to ensure access to private inholdings, as well as to 
important range developments such as wclls, pipelines, troughs, reservoirs, watcrholes, dugout, and feneclines. These roads are also 
needed for administr.ative purposes, such as monitoring, use supervision, weed management activities, and wildland firefigbting; they 
may also be used for recreational purposes. 

The roads would be graded and ditches cleaned. as needed to prevent accelerated erosion and to facilitate access. Brushing would 
occur as needed and may include the removal of tree limbs or the cutting of trees to prevent damagc to vehicles and allow clear 
pass.age on the road. Maintenance would occur within the original footprint of the road. A cooperative agreement would be 
established between the BLM and the applicant, where the applicant would supply equipment and labor to maintain the road, and 
BLM would oversee the work. This CX docs not cover road construction or road upgrading activities. No road maintenance. other 
than by the passage of vehicles, will be allowed on the 4.8 miles ofopen ways within tbe High Steens Wilderness Study Area. All 
l UPs and other relevant decisions and guidance must be adhered 10 as part ofthesc activities. 

All equipment will be cleaned prior to bcgirming work on roads to minimize opportunities for spread of weeds. Maintenance work 
would be completed only wben the road is dry, and only within tbe existing roadbed. 

Legal Description (Sft .1lK1otd t.oe.tlo. !obp): 

Within the Steens Mountain Coopcmtive Management and Protection Area (13.9 miles): T. 31 S., R.33E., sec. 5, 8, 20, 21, 27, 28, 33, 
34; T.32 S., R.33 E., sec. 3,4.9. to, 19.20,21,30,31; T.32.5S.• R. 33E., sec. 20, 34 

Within the Andrews Management Unit (1 3 .8): T.30 S., R.32 E., sec. 01, 12; T.30 S., R.33 E., sec. 6 ,7,8,9,16. 17,21,27,28, 34; T. 31 
S., R.33E., sec. 15 

8. Conforma nce wilh Land Use Plan (I.UP) (name): Steens Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Area Record of 
Decision and Resource Management Plan; Andrews Management Unit Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan 

nate Approved/Amended: August 2005 

The proposed action is in confonnance with the applicable lUP. even though the entire proposed action is not specifically provided 
for, because it is clearly consistent with the following LUP decision(s): 
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Steens Mountain Coopcralh 'e Management and Protection Area Record of Dccision and Resource Management Plan, August 2005: 
Record of Decision ROD-IO, Plan Implementation Process - Operation and Maintenance Actions RMP-15, Transportation and Roads 
RMP-61 through RMV-63 , Appendix B-Best Management Practices: Road Design and Maintenance B-Ilhrougb B-3 , Appendix M­
Tnmsportatio n Plan M-I through M-5. Andrews Management Unit Record ofOccision and Resource Management Plan, August 2005: 
Plan Implementatio n Process - Operation and Maimenancc Actions RMP-15; Transponation and Roads RMP-65 

BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM, Cb.pter 11): N1A 

001 C'legoriu l Exc.lu.ioD Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix I): 1.7 "Routine and continuing govcrnment business, 
including... maintcnauce ... and replacement activities ... " 

Screening for ExcepdoD.: The following extraordinary circulllstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) ma y apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION EXTRAORDINARY C1RCUM~""riCES Docu!\1EJIoTA'nON 
2.1 Have significant impacl$ on public health or safcty. 

Speciali" (Prin, N'~jI" Polly, ~%,Y ~J~;'"
Signarure and Date: S ".S, 

Rationale: No signi¥ant impacts. Oil public hcalth or safety. 

2.2 Have significant impacts. on such natural resource.'1 and unique geographic characteristics as histo ric or cuhural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national na tural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquifers; prime fann ll1nds; wetlands (Exc<:utive Ordcr 11990); flood plains (E,'\ooulive Order 11988); national monuments; 
rni2nltorv birds' and other ecol02icallv s i~jficant or critical areas. 
Migratory Birds 
Specialist (Print Nam;,.8Jld Ti~;1t~ . ."~Ii' Biologist 
Sienaturc and Date: t...r. jL ",//'d."

Rationale: Maintenance work would bt" limIted to previously disturbed areas ~xjslit1g road), and occur over a relatively short 

pcriod (less than a week). Birds in the immediate vicinity ofthc road may flush as equipment passes, but effects would be 

temporary and birds would likely return as soon as maintenance ceases. Some vegetation growing into the road from thc edgc may 

be bladed, but the 10lal area potentially directly bnpacted would be less than ha lfau acre. Birds may forage ill the road or along the 

edges of the road but are unlikely to ncst in this area. Therefore there would be no impacts to migratory birds. 

l:Ii~H2ri!r; amI ~L!llyml.B~~!!.u!~S 
Specialist (Print Na.mrYY!.Title) : Scott Tbo mas, District ~),~~ot~t 
SiJ.!IJalure and Date: • ... s: I 

Rationale: No cultural or historic resources will be affectcd'by lh 5 project . 
. , . v· ''Jl,0n ",urnl Areas 

S~<;ialist (PriOt Name and T . di~ickc, ,tural ~U~ ;ria'itit (Botany) 
SlImature and Date: ~ - ./ 
Rationale: Thcre are no AeECt9 tNAs within ~ pro'cct area, no impacts to ACECs or RNAs will occur. 

~Wale[ Rcsouores/F1ood Plains 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Daryl~~lRcsource Special;:;'~RiParian and Fisheries) 
Sigll3turc and Date: ':zt AAl r t:.al/ 
Rationale: All activities would occur within the cxisting road bed. 

ils • 
Specialist (Print Name and~ ~lce, 7' Rh-uU~7ijaUsl (Botany)
Signature and Date: V. 
Rationale: All activitie:.,~~'t-within the ::a~i,ng road bed; therefore no significant impacts to these resources will occur as a 
result of lhis proposal. There ( prime farmlao within the proposed project area 
Re(;[ea1jon/ Visual RcSQurces 

S~ialisl (Print Name ~A~i:~?j.k7ft'~oor~a~~~il 
Signature and Date: / _ - ­
Rationale: All activities wouf~ oct 0 jt1tl1\.~~is.ting road bed which is an existing feature oflhe landscape. 'nlere would be no 
effects to recreation and visual reso fees under this proPosoo action. 
WildcmesslWiJd and Scenic River Rmurces 
Specialist (Print Nam~~rit~Eri,}laakenson. Outdo;JLR~7:::iOO Specialist 
Signatureaod Dale: os. L~ #If 


Rat!onale: The proposed proj6:t is not in a Wilderness., Wilderness Study Area, and there are no Wild and Scenic Rivers in the 

prOject area. 
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2.3 1·lave highly controversial environmental e ffec ts or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resoureos [NEPA S~ou '02(21 (E)l 
Specialist (Print Nafqe'njl Ti~~',\~~~ Karges, Drlstrict Pia' d Environmental Coordinalor 

Signa,ure ,.d Dato' ~"'''' . f\ ;: nil'>' \ 0\I \ \ 

Rationale: There are DO known highly coritroversl environmental ~ffdcts or unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 

available resources. TIle road is an existing featul"1 n the landscape. 

2.4 Have highb; uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

S~ialist (Prim Na~~ T.itleJ.: ~ orlqa\Karges, District Plp".1 lR 3fd Environmental Coordinator 

Signature and Date: \)\ \.{}..{"'\l) i _ ~ 11... •)1... \( ~ \' I \\ 


Rationalc: There arc nnKrlown highly unce1r~m 7f'potenlially SI :/tiiJcant environmental effccts or unique or unknown 

environmental risk.~. The road is an existing feat "IrJ on the landscape. 

2.5 Establis_~ ~recedent for future action or represent a decision in principlc about future actions with potentially significant 

environmental effct;t.\, 

S~ialist (Print Na'ipt\'wd .Tit~ i~o\d . ~rges, District Pl"F.\-~ ,.~d Environmental Coordinator 

S_~nature and Datc: 'li\l.~ Ill-- \) ... 11 i\ lD ~,\ \ \ t \ 

Rationale: Implementation ofthe15~oposal ~ould I set a preccde"fll or future actions or represent a decision in principle about 

future aClions with potentiaUy significam environ mal effccts. The road is an existing fcalure on the landscape. 

2.6 Have a di~t relatioIL~hip to other actions with individually in...ignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 
effects. 1 ' 

Specialist (print Nd(nc\rwd Titl~:. JihoMi ~arg~~. District PI . apd Environmental Coordinator 

Si'UlatureandDate:~\~'i.I'.C'1...I\~'~ In\ \ lit 

Rationale: There are no knovm individually Insig ~fC"'':n~"beue= = i fi=Cn =="====C.., C ,,,,.' :-:,," = == ~
' , eu~m~n'r!,,,,,,:l'6t,,C'"ly::-::,C;g.C"ca C,Cc.v;<onmeu"',nroe:::" The'iCC,=oC'"dC,, -::-:,,C;''mCg
femure on the landscaoe. 
2.7 Havc significant impacts on properties listcd, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 
determined by eithcr the bureau or office. 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Scott Thomas, District 1rcbe~logist 
Signature and Date: // • I ~ /., . h 

Rationale: No National Registcr (NR) eligible or listed properties would be affected by the proposed maintenance project. 

2.8 Havc significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species. or 
have significanl impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Daryl B' ral Resource Specialists (Ripari811 and Fisheries) 
SiJ,!nalurc and Date: /:." 2'6'~-1yZd// 
RatiOiwlc: No T&E A uatic or Critical habitat would be affected by the proposed action. 
Endan" , ate c'es-Flo 
Specialist (Print Name and Till/", ~'-..,.Yh ~ejnicke, yatural].esource Specialist 
Si >nature and Date: / H I/lfi-c. 11 . "1 q,{{ ­
Rationale: No fcderall liste cd or cndanib: red species of Dora, or Critical Habitat are in or near the pro' eel area_ 
2.9 Violate a Nerallaw, ~k'Slate.local. or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environmcnL 

Specialist (Print Na.'I{Ie)t;td Tit! ). Kar~e~, District\~.ortt.n~ and Environmental Coordinator 
SignafUre,.dD""~\'{'" .11k'- "'i.. U\(,( In \0\1111 
Rationale: No knowu laws or re uirements r pr ~tion 0 th~. vironment would be violated. 

2.10 Have a disrlrVPortionat l¥ hi~h ilO< advc effect on low income or minority populations (Executive Ordcr 12898 . 

Specialist (print Na~ ~4..Title \ ~91 rges, District Pl<lllilin, and Environmental Coordinator 

Si••"u,,,nd D""~'-"'\..11l'- 'I i\~(\ ,n \D\ \ \ 1\ 

Rationale: Implementation ofihe proposal woNfd no ~sult in adtsproportionately adverse e ffect on minority or economicaUy 

disadv:mta -ed POoulations as such populations do n occur in or near the pro' ect area. 

2.11 limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacrcd siles on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significatltiy 
adversely affect the physical inte2rit of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 
Specialist (PriDt Name and Title): Scott Thomas, Dis~Archc,ologisl 
Signature and Date: /2_, .. . ~ /., h 
Ratiooale: No sacred sites or access 10 sacred sites win be affected by this proposed action. 
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Specialist . 

SigllDture: 

1.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious w~-ds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth. or expansioo of the range of such species (Federal. Noxious 
Wct:d Control Act and Exccutive Order 13112). 

Specialist (print Naj; ~,Till:b,~~ley Richma~ ar:;.I!?~~urce Specialist (Weed$) 
Sicnature and Date: rO~' { 1: ) Jl 

Rationale: Noxious WCI...d.'1 anlJlnown to be prescnt i ood 1r1 c lo~ proximity to the projcct area. Some level of treatment is on­
going. Landscape-scale treatments bave not been conducted due to the current herbicide limitations for Oregon BLM. Cleaning 
equipn}e,nl prior 10 road ma intenance activities will help reduce new weed introductions. Aggressive weed mo nitoring and 
treatment should follow any road maintenance work as there is a seed source for new introductions close by and the disturbance 
caused bv the road work will create oDoortwnlics for weeds to establish. 

Additional revitw (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 

RMP confor-ma Dce and ex review coDfir-malion: 

t Name aDd Tille): Rhonda Karges, Dislrict Planning and Environmental Coordinator 

~ Dote, U\\\ \\ 
M..acement Delenrunadon: Based upon review of this propo.'ltll, I have determined the Proposed Action is in conformance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and docs not require lurther NEP A analysis. 

Authorized Officer (Print Name and Title): Joan Suther, Andrews Fie ld Manager 

S;IP"'I""O~"'1 4<~ t.jljl/Dole 

Note: For the roads witbin the CMPA, maintenance falls under the 2005 Record of Dccision from the Steens Mountain Cooperative 
Managcment and Protection Area Resource Management Plan. Therefore, no new decision is required for the maintenance ofthcse 
roads. The decision below applies only to the roads within the Aodrc,,"'S Management Unit (outside the CMPA boundary but within 
!.be Andrews Resource Area). 

Decision: It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action wi!.b Projoct Design Elements as described above. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (ISLA), Office of tile Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Pan 4 and Form 1842·1 . If an appea l is filed, your notice of appeal should be 
mailr...d to the Bums District Office, 289 10 Highway 20 Wcst. Hines, Oregon 97738. wit.lnn 30 days of receipt oftbe decision. The 
appellant has the burden of showing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy of the appeal, slatement of reasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205. If the notice of appeal did 
not include a statement of reasons for the appeal, it must be sent to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals, 80 1 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia 22203. It hi suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested. 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome ofan appeal of this decision, you must show sufficient 
justification based on the fo llowing standards under 43 CFR 4.2 1: 

• The relative harm to the par1ics if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted. 
• Whether or DOt the public interest favors granting the stay. 

As Doted above, the motion for stay must be filed 10 the office of the authorized officer. 

Date! ' 
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