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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENT AL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
ex Number: DOI-BLM-OR-B050-2010-0004-CX Date: November 12,2009 
File Code (ProjectlSerial Number): 
Preparer: Bill Drag! Applicant: Three Rivers Field Office - BLM 
Title of Proposed Action: Cave Gulch Emergency Road Stabili7.ation and Closure 
Description of Proposed Action: The Proposed Action is the emergency stabilizat ion of several roads and traits to rehabilitate 
unaUlhorized levels of disturbance and the temporary emergency closure of tile stabilized roads and trails to motorized vehicles to 
protect Ihe treated areas and facilitate their recovery. This project is in the vicinity of Cave Gulch (see attached maps) approximately 
II air miles northwest of Bums, Oregon. 

Stabilization activities are planned for fall/winter of2009. The goals are to prevent accelerated erosion and initiate site rehabilitation. 
The objectives are to compact the soil and build water bars to control erosion and compact the soil and drill the seed to facilitate seed 
germination and establishment. The Silvies River, which contains redband trout, is within one mile of the affected area. TIle 
proposed recovery actions arc filling in large holes using a backhoe. Rehabilitate the disturbed trails by packing the disturbed soil, 
water barring where necessary based on slope and soil texture, and seeding. This would be done using a cfltcrpillar type tractor to pull 
a compactor and seed drill. Seeding with a mixture of desirable, native and non-nat ive, aggressive gcmlinators is necessary to 
stabilized the soil and compete with and prevent the spread of existing cheatgrass and establishment ofother noxious or invasive 
weeds which could colonize bare ground The total seeding rate would be about 15 pounds/acre. TIle seed mix would include native 
grasses (Idaho fescue, bottlebrush squirreltail, and bluebunch wheatgrass) a native forb (annual sunflower), a nalive shrub (antelope 
bincrbrush), and a non-native grass (crested wheatgrass). Because of the emergency nature of the proposed project, the identified seed 
mix is partly due to lhese arc species that are currently available to the Bums BLM. Equipment would be cleaned prior to being 
brought to the site to remove noxious or invasive plant materials. The project area would be actively monitored for noxious weeds for 
3 years post-project completion. Any weeds found would be treated using the most appropriate melhods. 

The temporary emergency road closure would be for the areas where surface disturbances occurred in order to prevent further resource 
damage and to facilitate the proposed stabilizat ion. BLM would post signs at main entry points to the temporary closure area. 
Motorized vehicle use would be excluded from the area. Roads would be closed following the project area's 2009 big game hunting 
seasons, staning December 1,2009. 

Monitoring would be established to detennine the success of stabilization activities, as well as delennine when the area would be 
reopened to motorized vehicles. Monitoring would include: 

(I) Photo points at key areas. 
(2) Density. Three desirable perennial plants per square meter would be one criterion for eudmg the vehicle closure. 
(3) Asses the following rangeland health indicators at the photo points; 

• rills 
• water flow panems 
• gullies 
• soil surface loss or degradation 
• plant community composition & distribution relative to infiltration & runofT. 

The rangeland health indicators would be assessed according to the techniques in Technical Reference 1734-6 "Interpreting 
Indicators of Rangeland Health." 

ugal Description ( .. d ...... lOO~M."). T. 21 S., R. 30 E., Section 29 SWI /4NWI/4 and WII2SWI /4, Section 30 EII2, and Section 32 
N In NW1 /4. Sec attached maps for closure area and specific stabilization locat'ions withi,n this area. 

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): Three Rivers Resource Management Plan, ROD, and RPS 
Date Approved/Amended: September, 1992. 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP, even though it is not specifically provided for, because it is clearly 
consistent with the following Soil Management LUP objectives: 

SM 2: Rehabilitate areas with specific localized soil erosion problems and reduce accelerated (human influenced) sediment 

delivery to fluvial systems. 

SM 2.2: Minimi7..c erosion from roads, mines and other human activities by controlling runoff concentration and velocity. 


BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 OM, Chapter II): 

I (I) Planned actions in rcsponse to .. . events ... that threaten public heahh or safety, property, 3{ldJor nallJral ... resources ... necessary 

to repair or improve lands unlikely to recover to a management-approved condit ion .. . . Such activities shall be lim ited to: ... repair of 

existing ... trails ... ; planting, seeding, and mulching; and removal of ... rocks, soils and olher mobile debris from, on, or along roads, 

trails. 

G (3): Tcmporary closure of roads and trails. 
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DOl C:alcgorical Exclusion Reference (~16 OM 2, Appendix 1): 

SCrffning for Exceptions: The rollowing extraordinary ci rcumstances (S 16 DM 2, Appen IX 2) may apply to individual actions 
within the categorical exceptions. The indicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 

C,n;GORJCA L EXCLUSIO~ EXTRAORDINARY C IRCUMSTANCES DocUMENTATION 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or sarety. 

Sp«:ialisl (Print Nam:.t~ Jol)n peny~IY O~er 1-"':"'/,y/~9' 
Signature and Date: //. 
Rationale: The propoS'id action would not"'('{use ¥-ca.nt impacts on publfc health or sarety. 

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; 
park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water 
aquirers; prime fannlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11 990); Oood plains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments: 
mlj!J"atory birds; and other ecolo!i!..ically significant or critical areas. 
Mig,ralory Birds 

Specialist (Print N~m~d Title): Jaso..J Brewer, Wildlire B~~,;~; ,9 
SiStn3ture and Date: I, I ::Jbn . 
Rationale: Short-tellW'disturbance or displacement may occuQ1turin~~storation treatmeuts for some migratory birds still in the area 
this fall . DiSlUrbance .....ould be limited to a brier period during operation of heavy equipment. Impacts would priroarily be limited 
to roads and .....ould dim.inish as the distance from the roads increases. 
I::!istod~ !IDd !',;y!t!!m! ResQu~~ 
Specialist (print Name./f}ide): Seon Thomas~ Y}7.ict Archeologist 
Si~ature and Date: # \, )-'1 
Rationale: No cuituralltllslorical resources are located within the stabilization project area. 

Areas Qf !',;ril jcal Environmental !',;oncemfResearch Natural Areas 

S",d,HSI (Pdnt N,me ~Dou~ot"'ist J I,,,,"
Silmature and Date: d _ '" I \ \ 0 
Rationale: lllere are no A Cs or REsearch Natural Areas in the vicinity of the proposed action. 

Water ResourcesIFlooc! Plains 

Specialist (Print Name~?A~le~: ~a Gra~t~tural Res~/~es ~j~alis t - Riparian 
Signature and Date: ~ ~-" n... 10 6a ) C1 
Rationale: The PropoSta Action does not involve occupancy and modification ofOoodplain, and would not increase the risk or 
flood loss. 

SQih, Bio l Ql:i~a l SQil !',;[ySI, ~[im~ Eannlan~s 
Specialist (Print Name and ~Ug Lir~~i s t 
Signature and Date: - "/'/oq
Rationale : The proposed aclf.cn would he~ to prevent significant impacts to soils, biological soil crusts, and prime fannlands 
do.....'O stream ofSil vies River. 

R~!nl iQ!l! Vi ~J.!al B~!MSi~~ 

Signature and Date: /u D ~~ 
Specialist (print Name~itle) :"rsu,Page~t"-Recreatio~ha;76' 

Rationale: The temporary closure~a is -tClatively stf'iaTI: therefore no significant impacts to recreation are expected. The 
proposed actioo is eXpeded to improve visual resoW'Ces of the area considering the current surface disturbances. 

WildemessIWild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist (Print Nam5-~nd TitlelJ~ic ~t~kellSOI1 ' Wilderness ~i~~st 
SiJ.:,nature and Date: ' tLI\ , II ''7_ Cf 

Rationale: There is no wilderness, WSA or WSR. The proposll project IS within a citizens proposed WSA. BLM has not 
conducted recent wilderness inventories. However, the proposed action would have 00 affect on wilderness values. 

2.3 Have ~!~~~nU'Oversia l environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses ofavailable 
resources rNEPA S ion 102(2 rtf)l 
Specia list (Print N d Titl~ 
Si"""u" and D"~N·':' : R)r\~~S:~~'f5:.d EDVir\~;;; 
Rat!ooale : There are noJalo\{!'n highly controversial i~ iiOYimental etfects"or 
available resources. 

~1~rdinat Or 

!\resolved conflicts concerning alternative uses o r 
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2.4 Have highly uncenain and pote"';aliy significant environmental effects or involv" '!Rique or Wlkoown environmental risks. 

Signature and Date: I Tb e no kn~unce(la\n or potentially significa~t~ ' tvironmental effects or unique or unknown 
Specialist (Print Nameba~Title): Rho,,-,~arges, Planning and Environment Coordin' 

environmental risks! -.[ ,--.. \ ) r>. .-:y t>. ,,(\ ,6. I I lri \ rn 
Rationale: ~ \ 

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision io principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental elTetlh 
Specialist (Print Nameland Title ~ I\hondl\ K,Brges, Planning and Envir0Of1~ntal :--,go~inator 
Signature and Date:)..1 )n ~ Il\­ . r () ri \, \ ~~\ ,0\ 
Rationale: Implementation oflhe p uposal wo"Old not F\ a precedent for future a ions or represent a decision in principle aOOUi 
future actions witb potentially s ignificant environmenW effects. Seeding to stabilize soil and prevent incursion of invasive weeds is 
an ongoing effon within the District. Temporary closure ofareas to allow rehabilitation to occur is also a common practice. Any 

I pennanent road closures would be analyUd in future appropriate NEPA analysis. 
2.6 Have a dir&c l re lationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cwnulatively significant environmental 
effects. r-, 
Specialist (Print ~"'and Title): ~?~ ra~es , Plan!l~ and Enviror\m~",""~C~rdinator 
Sign'M"nd O"~'V~'\ ~\.. .X I • A,f»/Jr'r­ \I~, I 't'\ 
Rationale : There are no known indiviouall,) ~igniITlf¥-A"~bu~'=cu:"'m-"~la~'~iv~'~I~\F,si~gt'\iir.;",~aLn~"~n~v~i~m~n~m-.~n~"~I-.~ffi"e-c<'--,. ­ --------1 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as 
detennined by either the bureau or office. 
Specialist (Print Name and Title): Scolt Thomas. Dis~ric~ Archeologist 
SiRDatureandDale: /1-, ~ duJoQ 
Rationale: No listed or National Register eligible ptoptnies are located within the proposed stabilization area. 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or 
have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 
Endangered Qr Threatened Species-Fauna 
Specialist (Print Name..and Title): Jason Brewer, Wildlife Biologist I: .~ 
Siswature and Date : \ J? . 1f/7­ r '20(') ~L 
Rationale: There ~known Federally Tlrreatened or Endangeted Species or Critical Habitat present in or near the treatment 
area. 
Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 
Specialist (Print Name and T~le);,l:isa Grant., Na~l Reso~rce Speci~~is~ - Riparian 
Signal"re and Dale: (VUic L."'Y\.n........ [o/-?''''Im 
Rationale : There are no known Federally Threatened or Endangered Species or designated Critical Habitat present in or near the 
area of the proposed actioo. 
Endangered Qr Threatened Species-Flo@ 
Specialist (Print Name a.nd Title):. ~g • Botanist I' 
Signature and Date: ~ - , \ ( \ loq 
Rationale: There are no *rtown Fe<ft:ndly Threatened or Endangered Species or designated Critical Habitat peesenl in or near the 
area of the proposed action. 

2.9 Violate a fl!I, eral law, q a State, loe I, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 

Specialist (Print Nab1~aJ2d Title : ~h2nda'{<a ges, Planning and Enviro~.~~l Coordinator 
SignaMeand Oate,."ldV' ":,.!(J...\""o ' ri..I\.~ 10. 11,,,,-1,/\ 
Rationale : No known laws or requirements ror p1'Otectio~of the environm nt kluld be violated. 

2.10 Have a di PfQponionat 4'(hi~ 110 adverse effect on low income or minoritY populations (Executive Order 12898 . 
Specialist (Print Nlil e ~~ T!tleA: ~ond~~!arges, Planning and Enviroyune~tal Coordinator 
SignalureandOale: I'('\[~K\\')IJl.A( I D' II \ ,4: nO. 
Rationale: lmplementatloo o(the proposal wolild no Fult in a dispro~!o~rely adverse effect on minority or economically 
disadvantaged populations as such populations do n bccur in or near the Project Area. 

2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federa11ands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 
adversely affect the phvsical inte£rity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 
Specialist (Print Name ~ Title): ~c~ Thomas, Dis,~c~~rcheologist 
Sij!Jlature and Date: '. -; / . I I 
Rationale: No sacred sites or access to sacred sites ru-e Known to occur within the stabilization project area. 
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d i ):.L.esley Ri 

2.12" .Contribute to the introduction, 1'''''Itinued existence, or spread of noxious weeds o~ '1onnative invasive species known to 

OCCllT· in the area or actions that may pr'---..-.:e the introduction, growth, or expansion ofth__nge of such species (Federal Noxious 

Weed Control Act and Executive Order 0112 . 

Specialist (Print Name 

Si lure and Date: 

Rationale: Noxious we s are known to be reseot ' close proXimity to thi ea. They are not present in sufficient quantity to be 

considered 3 sign ificant impact al this time. The proposed actions would help restore competitive vegetation io the disturbed area. 

likel reducin 0 nunilies for new weed establishment and s read. 


Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 


RMP conrormanc:e and ex review confirmatio o: 


Specialist (Print N 
 "l~OVO,da Kges, Planoiog and EOV~:\;\I;~ioato,Signature and Date;-""', 
Management Determination: Based upon review of s proposal.l have delenniled the Proposed AClion is iO conformance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does nol require further NEPA ana lysis. 

~-

Authorized Officer (P:mt ~dTjtl~): Ri"y, Field ~r - Three Rivers )esource Area 

SignatureaodDate~j/r ///¥/~ 

Nole: A separate decis ion document would be prepared for the action covered by Ibis Categorical Exclusion following program­
specific guidance. 
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