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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

Date: 6/14/2011 CX Number: DOI-BLM-OR-B060-2011-0042-CX 
File Code (Project/Serial Number): 
Preparer : David R. Ward 
Title of Proposed Action: Andrews Road Maintenance 

Regular and reoccurring road maintenance within Pueblo-Lone Mountain, Trout Creek Mountain, and Tule Springs Allotments. 

Description of Proposed Action: 

The purpose of the proposal is to maintain safe road conditions within Pueblo-Lone Mountain, Trout Creek Mountain and Tule 
Springs Allotments. Roads would be maintained consistent with assigned maintenance levels 2 and 3. Roads may be graded, slides 
removed, drainage structures maintained, culverts or rock crossings installed to prevent accelerated erosion, and roadside brushing that 
will be done in a way that prevents disturbance to root systems and visual intrusions. Road maintenance would provide easier access 
for firefighting personnel, administration, and the public. This ex does not permit new construction/realignment or road upgrading 

activities to a different maintenance level. 

All equipment would be cleaned prior to beginning work on new road locations to minimize opportunities for spread of weeds by 
seeds or other plant parts. Only certified weed-free rock would be used. Maintenance work would be completed only when the road is 

dry, and only within the existing roadbed. 

Legal Description: 

See attached Road Maintenance Maps. 

B. Conformance with Land Use Plan (LUP) (name): Andrews Management Unit Record ofDecision and Resource Management 

Plan 

Date Approved/Amended: August 2005 


The propose~ ~ction is in co~ormance with the applicable LUP, even though the entire proposed action is not specifically provided 

for, because 1t 1s clearly consistent with the following LUP decision(s): 


. Andr~ws Manag~ment Unit Re.cord ofDecision and Resource Management Plan, August 2005: Plan Implementation Process ­

Operatlon and Mamtenance Act10ns RMP-15; Transportation and Roads RMP-65 


BLM Categorical Exclusion Reference (516 DM, Chapter 11): N/A 
, 

~01 ~ategori~al Exclusion Reference (516 DM 2, Appendix 1): 1.7 "Routine and continuing government business 

mcludmg...mamtenance . . . and replacement activities ..." ' 


S~re.ening for Ex~eptions: !he follo~g extraordinary circumstances (516 DM 2, Appendix 2) may apply to individual actions 

wtthin the categoncal exceptlons. The mdicated specialist recommends the proposed action does not: 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION E XTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCUM ENTATION 
2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

Specialist: John Petty, Safety 0 

Si ature and Oat 

2 2 H .gnifi .· a~e Sl cant rmpacts ~n such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources· 
par~, recreatwn or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks· sole or princi al drinkin t ' 
a~wfers; pn.me .farmlands; wetlan~s (Ex~cu~ve Order 1.1990); flood plains (Executive Order 1198S); national m~mments· g wa er 
mtgratory btrds, and other ecologically s1gruficant or cntical areas. ' 

Migratory Birds 
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Si ature and Date: 

Rationale: Maintenance work would be limited to previously disturbed areas (existing road), and occur over a relatively short 

period (less than a week). Birds in the immediate vicinity of the road may flush as equipment passes, but effects would be 

temporary and birds would likely return as soon as maintenance ceases. Some potential foraging habitat directly adjacent to roads 

may be affected, but the total area potentially directly impacted would be minimal relative to the habitat available beyond the road 

edges. Birds may forage in the road or along the edges of the road, but few are likely to nest in this area, and maintenance activities 

would not affect o ulations. 

Historic and Cultural Resources 

Specialist: Scott Thomas, District Archaeologist 


Si ature and Dat 

Rationale: No cultural resources will be affected by this proje t as long as the maintenance activities are within the original road 

rism. 


Specialist: Caryn Meinick , 
/{)·16·{(Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: No impacts tu-I''-''"'"""'u ticipated as disturbance will not be increased in areas where roads enter RNAs or 
ACECs. 
Water Resources/Flood Plains 
Specialist: Daryl Bingham, Natural Resource Specialist/Riparian 

Si nature and Date: 

ationale: The proposed road maintenance will aid in the reduction of sedimentation into existing waterways within the allotments. 


Specialist: Caryn Meinick~ Bot 

Si ature and Date: /tJ .., ;g. /f 
Rationale: Maintenan footprint of the current roadbed, therefore no significant impacts to soils, biological 
soil crusts or prime farmla 

Recreation/ Visual Resources 
Specialist: Mike Kelly, Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Recreation: While short term inconvenience may occur during road maintenance activities the overall effect will be a safer and 
easier road to travel on. 
Visual Resources: The maintenance of these existing roads with the brushing criteria to not fully remove road side brush, will not 
affect the existing ch cter f I n If)
Si nature and Date: 1 v - 'V ,-. 

Wilderness/Wild and Scenic River Resources 

Specialist: Eric Haakenson, Wilderness Specialist 


Si nature and Date: ~ 

Rationale: No impacts to Wilderness, WSAs, WSRs and Lands with Wilderness Characteristics are anticipated. 


2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources PArSection 102(2) (E) . 

Si ature and Date: · 

Rationale: There are no known highly contr versi 

available resources. The routes exist on the landsca e. No new routes would be created. 

2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

Si ature and Date. 

Rationale: There are no known highly uncertain a d potentially si t environmental effects or unique or unknown 

environmental risks. The routes exist on the landsca e. No new routes would be created. 

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental effects. 
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Rationale: No preceden ecisj n in princi lea out future actions with potentially significant environmental 
effects would occur as road maintenance is an on- g activity on public lands. The routes exist on the landscape. No new routes 
would be created. 
2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental 
effects. 

\ 
ther actions dividually insignificant but cumulatively significant 

environmental effects. The routes exist on the Jandsc e. No new routes would be created. 
2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register (NR) of Historic Places as 
determined by either the bureau or office. 

Specialist: Scott Thomas, District Archaeologist 


Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: No NR e igible or listed historic properties woul ffected by this project as long as the maintenance activities are 

within the road rism. 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List ofEndangered or Threatened Species, or 
have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Fauna 
Specialist: Matt Obradovich, Wildlife Biolo 

Endangered or Threatened Species-Aquatic 
Specialist: Daryl Bingham, Natural Resource Specialist/Riparian 

Si nature and Date: 
Rationale: NoT&E species, cri al habitats, of are present. Allenfolfea occidental is (iodine bush) and Chaenactis xantiana 
(desert pincushion), Bureatysensitive species, are pre t along the Guzzler Road in the Tule Springs Allotment (T37S-R33E, sect 
23, 24, 25, 26 and T37S-R33E, sect. 28 and 29 respectively). There may be individual plant loss to those plants growing 
immediate! adjacent to the road, however, this will not trend these s ecies towards listin . 
2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 

Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: No known law or requiremen 

exist. 


2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898). 

Si nature and Date: 

Rationale: Implementation would not result in a ispro t on minority or economically disadvantaged 

o ulations as such o ulations do not occur in or near e ro·ect area. 

2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use oflndian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly 
adversely affect the h sical inte · of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007 . 
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Specialist: Scott Thomas, District Archaeologist 

Si nature and Date: 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to 
occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious 
Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

Rationale: Noxious weeds are known to be pre nt · or in c lose proximity to the areas proposed for road maintenance. Treatments 
are on- oin . The weeds are not resent in sufficient uanti to be considered a si ificant im act at this time. 

Additional review (As determined by the Authorized Officer): 

RMP conformance and CX review confirmation: 

Specialist: Rhonda ~es, District Pla\"Fnvironmental Coorditor \ 

SignatureandDate: ~~()AD \~;}_I II 

Management O.tormination: Based upon review C,proposal, I have detemllned the Proposed Action is in confonnance with 
the LUP, qualifies as a categorical exclusion and does not require further NEPA analysis. 

G\JJthorized Office~ Suther ~d~ ws Resource Area Field M'"\age\ 

(.JO'Signature and Date~~ \ tfL\\\\ 
ecision: It is my decision to implement the Pro ed Action as described above. 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals (lBLA), Office of the Secretary, in accordance with regulations 
contained in 43 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR), Part 4 and Form 1842-l. If an appeal is filed, your notice ofappeal should be 
mailed to the Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, within 30 days of receipt of the decision. The 
appellant has the burden ofshowing the decision appealed is in error. 

A copy of the appeal, statement of reasons, and all other supporting documents should also be sent to the Regional Solicitor, Pacific 
Northwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 805 SW Broadway, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97205. If the notice ofappeal did 
not include a statement of reasons for the appeal, it must be sent to the Interior Board ofLand Appeals, Office ofHearings and 
Appeals, 801 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia 22203. It is suggested appeals be sent certified mail, return receipt requested. 

Requestfor Stay 

Should you wish to file a motion for stay pending the outcome ofan appeal of this decision, you must show sufficient justification 
based on the following standards under 43 CFR 4.21: 

~ The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
• The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
• The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted. 
• Whether or not the public interest favors granting the stay. 
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