
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLM’s Wild Horse & Burro Program and population management  

Did you know the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) protects and oversees wild horses and 
burros on public lands across 10 Western states? While the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses 
and Burros Act affords these animals such security, the BLM manages public lands for 
multiple uses– herd numbers must remain in balance with other uses and what the range can 
consistently provide for. 

On the range, the BLM’s 2016 population estimate shows 67,000 wild horses and burros on 
public lands – an increase of nearly 9,000 over last year, and 40,000 more than what can 
sustainably exist alongside other land uses and resources.  

Off the range, the BLM is caring for nearly 50,000 animals in holding facilities and pastures – 
770 of those are at Oregon’s Wild Horse Corral Facility in Hines. These horses and burros 
were previously removed from public lands for range sustainability and animal health and have 
been available for private adoption for years. A steadily declining adoption rate has led to 
maxed-out holding facilities, and full facilities means very little room to remove over-
populated horses. 

To help manage herd sizes, the BLM is moving forward with a growth-suppression strategy, 
consistent with recommendations from a 2013 National Academy of Sciences study.  In that 
study, the Academy found that no highly effective, easily delivered, and affordable fertility-
control methods are currently available. In response, the BLM initiated new research to find 
more effective tools, such as long-lasting contraceptives and safe methods for spaying and 
neutering wild horses. 

The BLM’s Burns District will soon release its decision to start research for development and 
review of three humane fertility control methods for wild horse mares: ovariectomy via 
colpotomy, tubal ligation and laser ablation. While none of these methods is technically 
“spaying,” the overall effect is the same – preventing pregnancy. A true “spay” requires 
abdominal surgery, while the proposed procedures are less invasive with only minimal internal 
incisions. The BLM has partnered with Oregon State University to conduct the studies, which 
will begin this spring. All procedures will be completed by licensed and experienced 
veterinarians and will follow humane protocol approved by the school’s Institutional Animal 
Care and Use Committee.  

This important research could lead to the BLM’s ability to safely sterilize wild horse mares, 
benefitting public land management by slowing population growth and impacts to rangelands. 
Wild horses cannot maintain a healthy and thriving balance without healthy rangelands. The 
BLM Burns District effort is just one of 20 research studies and projects to occur over the next 
five years. Detailed information about each project is here: http://on.doi.gov/1WDtWjt. 
Specific information on the local research project is here:  
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/. 
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